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That uncommon OPERATION that has lately 
appear d on the Minds of many of the People. 


in Neu- England: | 
WITH A | Ss. 
4 Particular ConsIDERATION of the extraordinary Crs e 
CUNSTANCES with which this WORK I ROI. * 
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With a'Preface by the Rev. Mr. CoopkR of Boſton, and Lets ; 


ters from the Rev. Dr. Corman, giving ſome Account of the 
3 Work of GOD in thoſe Parts. | 
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7 E in this Church and Land may acknowledge with 
deep Regrete (as may other Churches alſo) that 
it hath been a dead, barren and backſliding Time 
++: , . With us for many Years paſt; the Work of Con- 
i viction and Converſion hath been rare, the Golden Showers of 

| the Spirit have been reſtrained, the Pangs of the New Birth 
little experienced, and few Sons and Daughters born to God, 
in reſpect of former Times. Mean while, Infidelity, Error, 
Lukewarmneſs, Carnality and Profanity have been on the grow- 
ing Hand; ſo that we had Cauſe to fear God was about to re- 
move our Candleſtick out of its Place, or come. againſt us 
with ſome deſolating Judgmen. 
In ſuch a deſperate- like Caſe, it is amazing to think that God 
ſhould go to work quite another Way, and glorify his ſove- 
reign Mercy and Grace, in pitying his forlorn People, and cau- 
ſing his Spirit lift up a Standard againſt the Enemy when coming 
in as an overflowing Flood, while in Juſtice he might have 
given us for a Prey: Surely God's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, 
nor his Ways as ours; but as the Heaueus are higher than the: 
Earth, ſo are his Ways and Thoughts 70 05 than ours. When; 
'3 God comes to build up Zion, and diſplay. his Glory therein, 
* he acts ſtill in a Way ſurpriſing and peculiar to himſelf, anc 
will not be confined to our Times, Ways, and Inſtruments, 
of working; his Goings are free, ſovereign, and awful, to 
Z teachall to adore his Majeſty and Sovereignty, and beware of 
Umiting the holy One of 1/rael. | 7.0m J 
When God turned again the Captivity of Zion, their Surpriſe 

Was ſo great, they were like Men in a Dream, and could hard 

ly believe the Reality of it: For the Mercy came at the very 1 
Time they were provoking God, and cauſing his holy Name 

to be profaned among the Heathen, Ezek;xxxvi. yet then, he 

faith, I'll ſanctify my Name before the Heathen, by pityin 

my People, gathering them to their own Land, and 1 =) 

them with clean Water, c. A ſtrange Way to retrieve his 

Honour, and reſent Indignities ! But this, he doth out of his 

ſovereign Goodneſs-and Marcy. and for Reaſons within yy 
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Preface to the Scots Reader. 


ſelf, Ezek. xxxvi. 22. Thus ſaith the Lord God, I do not this for. 
Jour Sakes, O Houſe of Iſrael, but for my holy Names Sake. And 
God knows beſt how to glorify his own Name: One Deſign 
in it toward his People he expreſſeth, Ezek. xvi. 63. That thow 
mayſt remember and be confounded, and never open thy Mouth 

150 toward thee 


— 


any more becauſe of thy Shame, when I am paci 
for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord God. 


When ſome alledge, God will not be pacified, nor return to 


us, till we thorowly reform ourſelves; it is to fay, We muſt 
firſt chuſe him before he chuſe us; which is impoſlible, and 
contrary to the Method of God's preventing free Grace: For 
{till God pities and turns to us, before we really and unfeigned- 
Iy turn to him. He muſt pour out his Spirit to cauſe us mourn 


and reform, before we can do either: And this he doth, not for 


our Sakes, but for his own Name's Sake. 
How aſtoniſhing are the Diſpenſations of a provoked holy 
God in our Day ! That, in Midſt of Backſlidings and Provo- 


cations from his Churches, he ſhould come ſuddenly into his 


Temple, by a glorious Miniſtration of his Spirit with the Word ; 
firft in America, through the Britiſh Colonies there; then in 
Britain itſelf, and particularly in ſeveral Parts of the Weſt of 

corland; whereby many are awakned and converted from Sin 
to God. But, tho the Lord comes thus with his ſurpriſing Good- 


— 1 is to be regreted, that many of his People 


far from meeting him with Praiſes, that they continue 


ſtill dreaming, and queſtioning if it be the real Work of God; 


nay, inclining to aſcribe it to other Cauſes : Vet, I hope, 
true Lovers of Jeſus, tho' ſome for a Time may be prejudiſ 


tliro 75 or Mifinformation, will at length own that 


Work to be the Work of God, which produceth the Fruits of 
che Spirit in the Lives of thoſe that are awakned and convin- 
ced by the Word, *' - | 1650 DAY LY 

I acknowledge all are bound to try the Spirits, and guard a- 
gainſt Deluſions, ſeeing Satan may transform himſelf into an 


Angel of Light. I grant, ſometimes he may do ſo, to promote 


Errors ſtriking at the Vitals of Religion: But did he ever tranſ- 


form himſelf to promote Truth and Godlineſs ? Did ever the 


Devil deviſe a Deluſion, or carry on a Deſign, to turn People 
from all Error and Vice, to all Truth and Holineſs ? from rely- 
ing on Self- righteouſneſs, to reſt wholly on Chriſt and his im- 
pated Righteouſneſs for Juſtification? from the Love of the 

orld and of Sin, to the Love of Chriſt, and Deſires of Con- 
formity to him, in Holineſs, Meekneſs and Lowlineſs of Heart? 
from all falſe Rules, to make the Bible the only Rule of their 
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Preface to the Scots Realer. * 
alt free Grace in the whole of their Salvation, to aim in Chriſt's 


Strength at univerſal Holineſs, and the Practice of good Works, 


according to both the firſt and ſecond Table of the Law? Was 
the Devil ever the Author of ſuch a Work as this? They who 
can believe this, 5 as well believe that the Devil is turned 
Chriſtian, and is pulling down his own Kingdom to build up 
Chriſt's on the Ruins of it. N 67-414 


The atteſted Narrative of the extraordinary Work at Cam- 


buſlang has given Account of ſuch wonderful Changes. wrought 
upon great Numbers by the Goſpel there, as afford laſting Mat- 
ter of Praiſe'to all the Well-wiſhers of Chriſt's Kingdom; and 
the more, that we ſtill hear of the Continuance and Increaſe of 
that glorious Work. Bleſſed be God, that the little Cloud there, 
which a few Months ago was but like a Man's Hand, is now 


— 


2 ſo big, as to ſpread and water many Pariſhes in the 


ighbourhood, and ſome at a good Diſtance. This gives a 


loud Call to all through the Land, to obſerve and regard the 


Works of the Lord, and to put in for a Share, and to go forth 
to meet the heavenly Shower with empty Veſſels and 
Fleeces ſpread out, and alſo with the high Praifes of God in 


- eur Mouths for what he is doing for others: Nay, there is juſt 


now, methinks, the Sound of Abundance of Rain; and, if we 
could helieve and pray more, we might hope the bleſſed Work 
now-begun would ſpread, till it even go through the Breadth 
and Length of the Land. Bleſſed be God, that has not quite 
forgot poor Scotland his ancient Covenanted Land, notwith- 


ſtanding of all the Evils and Abominations done in the Midft 


of us. Well may that Word be applied to us, Jer. li. 5. For 
2 hath not been forſaken, nor Judah of his God, of the Lord 
of Haſts; though their Land was filled with Sin againſt the holy 
One f Iſrael. O what are theſe Mountains and Difficulties 


which ſovereign Grace cannot overcome! This ſovereign Lord 


ſeems to be ſaying of us, as he did of Judah, after he had ſeen 
his treacherous Dealing, and his going on frowardly in the 
Way of his Heart, even under God's providential Checks and 


B Fn 1mm" to reclaim him, I have ſeen bis Ways, and will 
- beat him, 1ſa.lvii. 17,18. Oh, will not ſuch aſtoniſhing Riches 
2 Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long-ſuffering, melt our 


hea 


Hearts, and lead us to Repentance! ' © CTY . 
The enſuing Treatiſe, by the Reverend Mr. Edwards at Nor- 


thampton in New+England, concerning the Work and Operas * 


tions of the Holy Spirit upon Mens Conſciences, is, in my 
humble Opinion, a moſt excellent, ſolid, judicious, and ſcrip- 


3 tural Performance, which, 1 hope, thro” the Divine Blefling, 


win prove moſt uſeful to the Church, fordiſcerning a ue a 


real 


. 
** 
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pay a ſuitable Regard to the Works of the 
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real Work of the Spirit of God, and for 8 againſt Delu - 


Bons and Miſtakes. It is certainly a great Mercy to the Church, 
chat this Subject hath been undertaken and handled by ſuch an 
experienced well- furniſn d Scribe, that hath been long acquainted: 


with the Spirit of God his Dealings with the Souls of Men in 


kis own Congregation and Country where he lives. And ſee- 
ing the extraordinary Work there at preſent (tho ſeveral Thous 


ſands of Miles diſtant from Scotland) is of the ſame Kind with 


that at Cambuſlang, and other Places about, and meets with 
much the ſame Oppoſition; the Author doth, with great Judg- 
ment; anſwer the common Objections which are made againſt: 
the Work both there and here, ſo that ſcarce; any Thing fur- 
ther needs be added. He warns People very warmly againſt: 
oppoſing or reproaching the Work of the Holy Spirit. He be- 
ing the third Perſon of the glorious Trinity, and God equal 
with the Father and the Son, and the great Applier of the Re- 
demption purchaſed for us; it becomes all Men highly to ho- 
nour him and his Work; and to look upon it as highly dange- 
rous to ſpeak a Word againſt him, according to Mat. xii. 32. 1: 
do not Joubt but ſome well-inclined Perſons may be in ha- 


ard of neglecting that awful Caution too much, in Time of 


hot Diviſion of Parties, and of the abounding Cavils of Deiſts 
and Enemies of the Work of the Holy Spirit. Wherefore it is 
moſt ſeaſonable and neceſſary that they ſhould read and peruſe 
this Treatiſe at this Time, that they wor. be directed how to. 

| ord, and Operations 
of his Hands, which ſeem to be ſo ſingular and uncommon in 
his: Churches at this Day both abroad and at home; and par- 
ticularly, that they may avoid that very alarming Threatning, 
Pſal. xxviii. 5. Becauſe they regard not the Works of the Lord, 
and the Operations of his Hand, he ſhall deſtroy them, and not 
build; them up. : Kies, 
Seeing that worthy Man, Mr. Cooper of 


Boſton, who writes a 


noble Preface to Mr. Edwards Treatiſe, and who knows the 


Author better than I, doth in it give him and his Performance 
their due Character, I ſhall add no more but my fervent Prayers 
to Cod to bleſs both him and it; and that he would pour out 

is Spirit yet more abundantly both upon America and all the 
Britiſh Dominions; and that he wo 3 haſten the Glory of the 
latter Days, when the Jews ſhall be brought in with the Fulneſs 


of the Gentiles, and that all the Kingdoms of the World may be- f | 
come the Kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chriſt, that he may | 


teign for ever and ever. Amen and Amen. 
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"THERE are ſeveral Diſpenſations, or Days of Grace, 
- which the Church of God has been under from the 
Beginning of Time. There is that under the antient Pa- 
triarchs; that under the Law of Moſes; and there is 
that of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, under which we now are. 
his is the brighteſt Day that ever 2 and exceeds the other 
r peculiar Advantages. To us, who are ſo happy as to live un- 
der the Evangelical Diſpenfation, may thoſe Words of our Saviour 
be direfted, which he ſpake to his Diſciples, when he was firſt ſet= 
ting up the Meſliah's Kingdom in the World, and Goſpel-light and 


| Power began to ſpread abroad: Bleſſed are the Eyes which ſee. 


the. Things that. ye ſee. For I tell you, that many Prophets 
and Kings have deſired to ſee thoſe Things which ye ſee, and 
have not ſeen them; and to hear thoſe Things which ye hear, 
and have not heard them, Luke x. 23, 24. er N. 
The ber e tho darkned with Types and Figures, 
wet far exceeded the former: But the ro Diſpenſation ſo: much 
"exceeds in Glory, that it doth eclipſe the Glory of the Legal, as 
the Stars diſappear when the Sun ariſeth, and goeth forth in his 
Strength. — And the chief Thing that renders the Goſpel ſo glori- 
ous is, that it is the Miniſtration of the SepixiT. Under the 
\Preaching of is, the Holy Spirit was to be poured out in more plenti- 
Jul Meaſures; not only in miraculous Gifts, as in the firſt Times 
of the Goſpel; but in his internal ſaving: Operations, accompa- 
nying the outward Miniſtry, to produce numerous Converſions to 
Chriſt, and give ſpiritual Life to Souls that were before dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, and ſo prepare them for Life eternal. Thus 

poſtle ſpea ls, when he runs a 9 between the Old 
Teſtament and the New, the Law of Moſes and the Goſpel of 


J ng Chriſt : For the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life. 


ut if the Miniſtration of Death, written and engraven in 
Stones, was glorious, ſo that the Children of Iſrael could not 
ſtedfaſtly behold the Face of Moſes, for the Glory of his Coun- 
tenance, which Glory was to be done away ; how ſhall not 
* NN of the Spirit be rather glorious? 2 Cor. ii. 


. dy | a de 7 BIN. 
This bleſſed Time of the Goſpel hath ſeveral other Denomina- 
tions, which may raiſe our Eſteem and Value for it. It is called 
by the evangelical Prophet, Iſa. xi. 2. The acceptable Year of Fe 
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Lord: Or, as it may be read, the Tear of Liking, or of Benes 
volence, or of the Good-will of the Lord; becauſe it would be 
the ſpecial Period in which he would diſplay his Grace aud Favour 
in an extraordinary Manner, and deal out 722 Bleſſings with 


4 full and liberal Hand. — It is alſo filed by our Saviour, The 
Regeneration, Mat. xix. 28. which may refer not only to that 
glorious Reſtitution 'of all Things, which is looked for at the Cl 7 
of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation ; but to the renewing Work of . Grace in 
particular Souls, carried on from the Beginning to the End of it. 
But feu were renewed and ſanctiſted under the former Diſpen- 


ſations, compared with the Inſtances of the Grace of God in Goſpel- 


times. Such Numbers were brought into the Goſpel-church. when 
it was firſt ſet up, as to give Occaſion for that pleaſing admiring 
Queſtion, which was indeed a Prophecy of it, Iſa. Ix. Who are 
theſe that fly as a Cloud? and as the Doves to their Windows? 
Then the Power df the Divine Spirit ſo accompanied the Miniſtry of 
the Word, as that Thouſands were converted under one Sermon. 
But notwithſtanding this large Effuſion of the Spirit when Goſpel- 
light firſt dawned upon the World, and that pleaſant Spring of 
Religion which then appeared on the Face of the Earth, there was 


a gradual Withdraw of his ſaving Light and Influences; and ſo. 
| the Goſpel came to be leſs ſuccesful," and the State of Chriſtianity 


withered in one Plate and another. 


Indeed, at the Time of the Reformation from Popery, . when 


Goſpel-light broke in upon the Church, and diſpelled the Clouds of 
Antichriſtian Darkneſs that covered it, the Power of Divine 
Grace ſo accompanied the Preaching of the Word, as that it had 
admirable Sutceſs in the Converſion and Edification of Souls, and 
the bleſſed Fruits thereof appeared in the Hearts and Lives of its 
Profeſſors. That was one of the Days of the Son of Man, os 
which the exalted Redeemer rode forth in his Glory and Majeſty on 
the white Horſe of the pure Goſpel, conquering and to conquer: 


and the Bow in his Hand, lite that of Jonathan s, returned not 


But what a dead and barren Time has it now been, for a great 
while, with all the Churches of the Reformation? The golden 


Showers have been reſtrained; the Influences of the Spirit ſuſpen- 


det; and the Conſequence has been; that the Goſpel has not had 


any eminent Succeſs: Converſions have been rare and dubious ;. 


Sons and Danghters have been born to God; and the Hearts 
of (Chriſftians not ſo quickned, warmed and refreſbed under the 
Ordinances as they have been. p * 1 
. That this bar er ö. Jad State of Religion among us in'this 


Land for man) Years | (except "one or two diſtingui ed Places, 


who have at Times been viſired with a. Shower f Merry, _ 
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ent of the Spirit immediately after our Lord's Aſcenſion. 


— 


To the READ ER. be 
vt her Towns and Churches have not been rained upon) will be ace 
tnowledged by all who have ſpiritual Senſes exerciſed, as it has 
been lamented by faithful Miniſters, and ſerious Chriſtians. Ac- 
cordingly it has been a conſtant Petition in our publick Prayers 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, That God would pour out his Spirit 
« upon us, revive his Work in the midſt of the Years.” And, 
Zeſides our annual Faſt-days appointed by the Government, "moſt 0 
aur Churches have ſet apart Days, - wherein to ſetk the Lord by 
Prayer and Faſting, that he would come and rain down Righte- 
duſneſs upon us. i nne 
And now, —- Behold ! The Lord, whom we have by ht, has 
ſuddenly come to his Temple. The n of Grace we 
are now ander, is certainly ſuch as neither we not our Fathers 
have ſeen; and in ſome Circumſtances ſo wonderful, that. I be- 
lieve there has not been the like ſince the extraordinary Jonrion 
The Apo- 
ftolical Times ſeem to have returned upon us: Such a Difpity has 
there been of the Power and Grace of the Divine Spirit in the A. 


femblies of bis People, and fuch Teſtimonies has he given to tha 


Word of the Goſpel. —— © F f 
I remember a remarkable Paſſage of the late Reverend and Lear 
ved Mr. How, which I think it may be worth while to tranſcribe 
here, It js in his Diſcourſe concerning the proſperons State of the 
Chriſtian Church before the End of ime: by a plentiful Effuſion 
of the Holy Suit, Page 80. In ſuch a Time, , /ays he, when 
4 the Spirit ſhall be poured forth plentifully, fare Miniſters 
* ſhall have their-proportionable Share. And, when ſuch a 
© Time as that ſhall come, I believe you will hear much other 
* kind of Sermons (or they will who thall live to ſucha Time) 
than you are wont to do now-a-days: Souls will ſurely be 
dealt withal at another kind of Rate. It is plain, {ays he, 
too ſadly plain, there is a great Retraction of the Spirit of 


; God even from us. We know not how to ſpeak living Senſe 


into Souls; bow to get within you: Our Words die in our 
« Mouths, or drop and die between you and us. We even 


„ faint when we ſpeak ; long-experienced Unſucceſsfulneſs 
makes us deſpond: We ſpeak not as Perſons that hope to 
7 © prevail, that expect to make you ſerious, heavenly, mindful = 
= © of God, and to walk more like Chriſtians. The Methods of 
x © alluring and convincing Souls, even that ſome of us have 


„ known, are loſt from amongſt us in a great Part. There 
have been other Ways taken, than we can tell now how to 
fall upon, for the mollifying of the Obdurate, and the a- 
* wakning of the Secure, and the convincing and 88 
* of the Obſtinate, and the winning of the Uifaffec Sure 


To the REA DER: 
*. there will be a large Share that will come even to the Part 
« of Miniſters, when ſuch an Effuſion of the Spirit ſhall be, as 
« js expected: That they ſhall know how to. ſpeak to better 
« Purpoſe, with more Compaſſion, with more Seriouſneſs, 
% with more Authority and 2 than we now find we 
«& can. Thus he. e LITE | * 
Agreeable to the juſt Expectation of this great and excellent 
Man, we have found it in this remarkable Day. A Number of 
Preachers have appeared among us, to whom God has given ſuch 
a large Meaſure of his Spirit, that we are ready ſometimes to aps 
15 to them the Character given of Barnabas, Acts xi. 24. That 
e was a good Man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of Faith. 
They preach the Goſpel of the Grace of God from Place to Place, 
with uncommon Zeal and Aſſiduity.— The Doctrines they inſiſt on, 
are the Doctrines of the Reformation, under the Influence whereo 


the Power of Godlineſs ſo flouriſhed in the laſt Century. The Points, 


on which their Preaching. mainly turns, are theſe important ones, 
of Man's Guilt, Corruption and Impotence ;-- Supernatural Re- 

neration by the Spirit of God, and free Juſtification by Faith, 
in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and the Marks of the New, 
Birth. The Manner of their Preaching is not with the enticing 
Words of Man's Wiſdom : Howbeit, they ſpeak Wiſdom among 
them that are perfect. An ardent Love to Chrift and Souls, 
warms their Breaſts, and animates their Labours. God has made 
theſe his Miniſters active Spirits, à Flame of Fire in his Service: 
And his Word in their Mouths has been as à Fire, and as a 
Hammer that breaketh the Rock in Pieces. In moſt. Places where 
they have laboured, God has evidently wrought with them, aud 
confirmed the Word by Signs foilowing. . Such a Power and 
Preſence of God in religious, Aſſemblies has not been known. ſince. 
God ſet up his Sanctuary amongſt us: He has indeed glorified 
the Houſe of his Glory. | JJV 
This Mork is truly extraordinary, in reſpect of the Extent of it. 
Tt is more or leſs in the ſeveral Provinces that meaſure many Hun- 
dred Miles on this Continent. He ſendeth forth his Command- 
ment upon Earth; his Word runneth very ſwiftly. It has en- 
tred and ſpread in ſome of the moſt populous Towns, the chief 
Places af Concourſe and Buſineſs. And, — bleſſed be God !— It 
has viſited the Seats of Learning, both here, and in a neighbouring 
Colony. O may the Holy Spirit conſtantly reſide in them both, ſeize 
dur devoted Youth, and form them as poliſhed Shafts, ſucceſsfully 
t fight: the Lord's Battles againſt the Powers of Darkneſs, when 
they ſhall be called out to Service | 


* 


It is extraordinary alſo with. reſpect to the Numbers that h . ] 


been the Subjects of this Operation. Stupid Sinners have been a- 
83:47 1 — a walned 
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To the READER x 
wakned „n And the Enquiry has been general in ſome 
Places, at muſt I do to be ſaved? I verily believe, in this 
our Metropolis there were the laſt Winter ſome Thouſands un- 
der ſuch religious Impreſſions as they never felt before. | 
Ihe Work has been remarkable alſo for the various Sorts of Per- 
ſons that have been under the Influence of it. — Theſe have been 
of all Ages. Some elderly Perſons have been ſnatched as Brands 
out of the Burning, made Monuments of Divine Mercy, and born 
to God, tho out of due Time; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in his own 
Caſe, 1 Cor. xv. 8. But here with us, it has lain moſtly amongſt 
the Young. Sprightly Youth have been made to bow like Wil- 
lows to the Redeemer's Sceptre, and willingly to ſubſcribe with their 
ewn Hands to the Lord. And out of the Mouths of Babes, ſome 
little Children, has God ordained to himſelf Praiſe, to ſtill the 
Enemy and the Avenger. — Of all Ranks and Degrees. Some of 
the great and rich; but more of the low and poor. -— Of other 
Countries and Nations. Ethiopia has ſtretched out her Hand: 
Some poor Negroes have, I truſt, been brought into the glorious 
Liberty of the Children of God. Of all Qualities and Condi- 
tions. The moſt ignorant; the fooliſh Things of the World, Babes 
in Knowledge, have been made wiſe unto Salvation, and taught. 
thoſe heavenly Truths, which have been hid from the wiſe and pru- 
dent. Some of the learned and knowing among Men have had 
thoſe Things revealed to them of the Father in Heaven, whic 
Fleſp and Blood do not teach: And, of theſe, ſome who had gone 
into the modern Notions, and had no other than the polite Religion 
of the preſent Times, have had their Prejudices conquered, their 
carnal Reaſonings overcome, and their Underſtandings made to 
bow to Goſpel-myſteries ; they now receive the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
and their Faith no longer ſtands in the Wiſdom of Man, but in 
the Power of God. Some of the moſt rude and diſorderly are 
3 become regular in their Behaviour, and ſober in all Things. The 
Cay and Airy are become grave and ſerious. Some of the greateſt 
Sinners have appeared to 6 turned into real Saints. Drunkards 
Have become temperate ; Fornicators and Adulterers f a chaſt 
Converſation; Swearers and profane Perſons have learned to 
i fear that glorious and fearful Name, The Lord their God; and 


carnal Worldlings have been made to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of 


7 God and his Righteouſneſs. Yea, Deriders and Scoffers at this 
= Work, and the Inſtruments of it, have come under its conquering 
Power, Some of this Stamp, who have gone to hear the Preacher, 
as ſome did Paul; What will this Babler fay? have not been 
able to reſiſt the Power and the Spirit with which he ſpake ; have 
ſat trembling under te Word, and gone away from it weeping ; 
and afterward did cleave — the Preacher, as Dionyſius the 
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Areopagite did unto Paul, Acts xvii. 18, 34: compared. Di. 
vers Inſtances of this Kind have fallen under my Knowledge. 
The virtuous and civil have been convinced that Morality is not 
to be relied on for Life; and ſo excited to ſeek after the New Birth, 
and a vital Union to Feſus Chriſt by Faith. The formal Profeſſor 
likewiſe has been awakned out of his dead Formalities, and brought 
under the Power of Godlineſs ; taken off from his falſe Reſts, and 
brought to build his Hopes only on the Mediator's Righteouſneſs, 
At the ſame Time, many of the Children of God have — greatly 
wickned and refreſhed; have been awakntd out of the ſleepy 
rames they were fallen into, and excited to give Diligence to make 
their Calling and Election ſure; and have had precious, reviving, 
and ſealing Times. Thus extenſive and general the. Diving 
Jafluence has been, at this glorious Seaſon. | 
One Thing more is worthy Remark ; and this is the Uniformity 

df the Work. By the Accounts I have received in Letters, and 
Converſation with Miniſters and others, who live in different 
Parts of the Land where this Work is going on, it is the fame Work 
that is carried on in one Place and another: The Method of the 
Spirits Operation on the Minds of the People is the ſame; tho with 
Variety of Circumſtances, as is uſual at other Times: And 

the particular Appearances with which this Work is attended, that 
baue not been ſo ommon at other Times, are alſo much the ſame, 
Theſe are indeed objected by many againſt the Work: But tho Con-. 
verſion is the ſame Work, in the main Strokes of it, wherever it is 
wrought : yet ©: ſows reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that, at an extraordix 
wary Seaſon. erein God is pleaſed to carry on a Work of his 
Grace in a more obſervable and 78 Manner, in a Way which 
he would have to be taken Notice of by the World; at ſuch a Time, 
I ſay, it ſeems reaſonabie to ſuppoſe, there may be ſome particular 
Appearances in the Work of Converſion, which are not common at 
ether Times, when yet there are true Converſions wrought ; or ſom 
Circumſtances attending the Work may be carried to an unuſual 
Degree and Height. If it were not thus, the Work of the Lord 
would not be ſo much regarded and ſpoken of; and ſo God would 
wot have ſo much of the Glory of it : Nor would the Work itſelf be 
like to ſpread ſo faſt; for God has evidently made Ufe of Exampla 
and Diſcourſe in the carrying of it on. beet a x 
And as to theFruits of 2 Work (which we have been bid ſo 
often to wait for) bleſſed be God! ſo far as there has been Time 
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for Obſervation, they appear to be abiding. I don't mean that 3 : 
none have loſt their Impreſſions, or that there are no Inſtances of 0 


Hypocriſy and Apoſtacy. Scripture and Experience lead us to ex» | 
11. theſe at ſuch a Seaſon. It is to me Matter of Surpriſe aud || 
" Thankſulneſs, that as yet there have been no more. But 1 17 j 


To the READER it 
bore a great Number of | thoſe who have been awakned are fill 


eeking and ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait Gate. The moſt of 
thoſe who have been thought to be converted, continue to give Evi- 
' dences of their being neu Creatures, and | ſeem to cleave to the 
Lord with full Purpoſe of Heart. To bs ſure, a new Face of 
Things continues in this Town; tho many Circumſtances concur to 
render ſuch aWork not ſo obſervable here, as in ſmaller and di: 
ftant Places. Many Things not becoming the Profeſſion of the 
Goſpel are in a Meaſure reformed, Taverns, Dancing-ſchools, 
end ſuch Meetings as have been called Aſſemblies, which haus al- 
ways prov'd unfriendly ta ſerious Godlineſs, are much leſs frequenn 
ted. Many have reduced their Dreſs and Apparel, /o as to make 
_ fr | 725 5 the Followers of N 5 And 00 
een both ſurpriſing and pleaſant, to ſee how ſome younger Peopl 
aud of N — whic m_— fond of ſuch Vanities, have put 
off the Brayery of their Ornaments, as the Effect and Indication 
of their ſeeking the inward Glories of the King's Daughter. Re+ 
ligion is now much more the Subject of Converſation at Friends 
3 Houſes, than ever I knew it. The Doftrines of Grace are eſpouſed 
th and reliſhed. Private. religious Meetings are greatly multiplied, 
4 ——The publick Aſſemblies (eſpecially Fans are much bete 
at ter attended: And our Auditories were never ſo attentive and 
ne, » ſerious, There is indeed an extraordinary Appetite after the ſin- 


cere Milk of the Word. | F 555 
It is more than a Twelve- month ſince an Evening: lecture was 
fet up in this Town ; there are now ſeveral; two conſtantly on 
Tueſday and Friday-Evenings ; when ſome of our moſt capacious 
Houſes are well filled with Hearers, who by their Looks and Do- 
portment ſeem to come to hear that their Souls might live. An E- 
vening in God's Courts is now eſteemed better than many elſewhere, 
Thore is alſo great Reſort to Miniſters in private. Our Hands con- 
tinue full of Work; And many Times we have more than we 
can diſcourſe with diftinftly and ſeparately. —— N 
I have been thus large and particular, that Perſons at 4. Di- 
ald | ſtance, whoare deſirous to know the preſent State of Religion here, 
"be into whoſe Hands theſe Papers will come, may. receive ſome Satiſ- 
pple action. | e * 6 IR 1 
And now, Can any be at a Loſs to what Spirit to aſeribe this 
IJ ſp | Wort? Jo attribute it, as ſome do, to the Devil, is to make the old 
ime Serpent like the fooliſh Woman, who plucketh down her Houſe 
hat with her Hands, Prov. xiv. 1. Our Saviour has taught us to argue 
s of |} ofberwiſe in ſuch a Caſe as this: Every Kingdom diyided againſt 
ex- itſelf, is brought to Deſolation ;. and every City. or Houſe divie 
aud ded againſt itelt, ſhall not ſtand. And if Satan caſt out Satan, 
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he is divided againſt himſelf: How then ſhall his Kingdont 
ſtand? Matth. xii. 25, 26. | | 


hat ſome entertain Prejudices againſt this Work, and others re- 
wile and 1 it, does not make it look leſs like a Work of God: 
It would elſe want one Mark of its being ſo ; for the Spirit of this 
World, and the Spirit which is of God, are contrary the one to 
the other. I don't wonder that Satan rages, and ſhews his Rage 
in ſome that are under his Influence, when 2 Kingdom is ſo ſhaken, 


and his Subjects deſert him by Hundreds, I hope by Thouſands. 


The Prejudices of ſome, I make no doubt, are owing to the Want 
of Opportunity to be rightly informed, and their having received 
Miſrepreſentations from abroad. Others may be offended, becauſe 
they have not experienced any Thing like ſuch a Work in themſelves ; 
and, if theſe Things be ſo, they muſt begin again, and get another 
Foundation laid than that on which they have built : And this is 
what Men are hardly brought to. And others, perhaps, may diſ- 
like the preſent Work, becauſe it ſupports and confirms ſome Prin- 
eiples which they ha ve not yet embraced, and againſt which ſuch 
Prejudices hang about their Minds, as they cannot eaſily ſhake off : 
For it is certain, theſe Fruits do not grow on Arminian Ground: 
T hope none diſlike the Work, becauſe bs have not been uſed as In- 
ſtruments in it: For, if - we love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Since- 


rity, de ſhall rejoice to ſee Him increaſe, tho we ſhould decreaſe. 


If any are reſolutely ſet to disbelieve this Work, to reproach and 
oppoſe it, they muſt be left to the free ſovereign Power and Mercy 


of God to inlighten and reſcue them. Theſe, if they have had Op- 


portunity to be rightly informed, I am ready to think, would have 


been Disbelievers, and Oppoſers of the Miracles and Miſſion of 1 
our Saviour, had they lived in his Days. The Malignity which | 


ſome of them have r to me approaches near to the unpar- 
donable Sin; and they had need beware, left they indeed fin the 
Sin which is unto Death: For as I believe it can be committed 
in theſe Days as well as in the Days of the Apoſtles, ſo I think 
Perſons are now in more Danger of committing it than at other 


Times | I hope theſe Words have dropt from my Pen, not in an in- 


temperate Zeal, but with due Caution, and ſome ſuitable Solemni- 


ty of Spirit | At leaſt, let them come under the Awe of that Word, 


Pfal. xxviii. 5. Becauſe they regard not the Works of the Lord 


nor the Operation of his Hands, he ſhall deſtroy them, and 

not build them up. : 

But if any are diſpoſed to receive Convittion, have a Mind | 
open to Light, and are really willing to know of the preſent Work | 
whether it be of God, it is with great Satisfaction and Pleaſure E 
can recommend to them the fallowing Sheets; in which- they will | 
find the diſtinguiſhing Marks of ſuth a Work, as they are to be | 


Found 
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Ts the READER! tv 
u Pound in the holy Scriptures,” applied to the uncommon Operation 

that has been on the Minds of many in this Land. Here the Mat- 
— ter is tried by the infallible Touchſtone of the holy Seriptures, and 


is weighed in the Balances of the Sanctuary, with great Fudg- 
is ment and Impartiality.  _ CC 
ro 4 Performance of this Kind is ſeaſonable aud neceſſary ; and 1 


ge  defire heartily to bleſs God, who inclined this his Servant to under- 
, 4 take it, and has raciouſty aſſiſted him in it. The Reverend Au- 

thor is knoꝛun to be a-Scribe inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Hea- 
2f ven; the Place where he has been call d. to exerciſe his Miniſtry 


ed bas been famous for experimental Religion; and he has had Op- 
ſe | portunities to obſerve this Work in many Places where it has power+ 
; | fully appeared, and to converſe with Numbers that have been the 


er Subjects of it: Theſe Things qualify him for this Undertaking above, 
is moſt. His Arguments in favour of. the Work, are ſtrongly drawn 
from Scripture, Reaſon and Experience: And I believe every 

candid, judicious Reader will ſay, He writes very free from an 
Enthuſiaſtic or 4a Party Spirit. The Uſe of human Learning is 
aſſerted; a methodical Way of Preaching, the Fruit of Study as 
well as Prayer, is recommended; and the Exereiſe of Charity in 
Judging others preſs d and urg d: And thoſe Things which are eſteem- 
ed the Blemiſhes, and are like to be the Hindrances of the Work, 
are with great Faithfulneſs caution'd and warn d againſt. 
Many, I believe, will be thankful for this Publication. Thoſe 
who have already entertain'd favourable Thoughts of this Work, 
will be envi it; and the Doubting may be convinced and ſa- 
tified. But, if there are any who cunnot after all ſee the Signa- 
tures of a Divine Hand on the Work, tis to be hoped they will be 
e on to ſpare their Cenſures, and ſtop their Oppoſitions, left 

aply they ſhould be found even to fight againſt God 


3 Thad yet ſeveral Things to ſay, which 1 ſee I muſt ſuppreſs, or I 
ink hall go much beyond the Limits of a Preface: And 1 ; 1 need 
hey to ask Pardon, both of the Reader and the Publifhers, for the 


in- Length I have run already. Only I can't help expreſſing my Wiſh, 
mmi- that thoſe who have been converſant in this Work, in one Place 
rd, and another, would tranſmit Accounts of it to ſuch a Hand as the 
wd, Reverend Author of this Diſcourſe, to be compiled into a Narrative, 
and lite that of the Converſions at Northampton, which was publiſhed 

4 few Tears ago; that ſo the World may know this ſurpriſing Di. 
lind 3 penſation, in the Beginning, Progreſs, and various Circumſtances 


Vork © of it. This, I apprehend, would be for the Honour of the Hor v 
7 vPIKIT, whoſe Work and Office has been treated ſo reproachfully 

will in the Chriſtian World: It would be an open Atteſtation to the D.- 
= Pty of a deſpiſed Goſpel: And it might have a happy * 5 
. | 7 other 
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aber Places, where the Sound of this marvellous Work would by 


* 
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this Means be heard. I cant but think it would be one of the moſ 
x ſtful Pieces of Church-hiſtory the People: of God are 8 with. 
Perhaps it would come the neareſt to the Acts of the Apoſtles of any 
Thing extant ; and all the Hiſtories in the World de not come up to 
mat: There we have ſomething as ſurpriſing as in the Book 

Geneſis; and a new Creation, of another Kind, ſeems #6 open to 
our View. — But I muſt forbear, oo I On 
I will only add my Prayer, That the worthy Author of this 
Diſeourſe may long be. continued a burning and ſhining Light in 


the Golden Candleſtick where Cantor has plated him; and from 


thence diffuſe his Light through theſe Provinces ! That the Divine 
Seintr, whoſe Cauſe is here eſpos ſod, would ace ny inis and 
the other valuable Publications of his Servant, with his\power fol 
Influences; that they may promote the REDERMEN'S Intereſt, fervd 
5 Ends of vital Religion, and ſo add to the Auth; pre ſeni 
r eee ae 
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MARE s of a WORK 
OF THE. 
TRUE SPIRIT. 


| 5 gh 2 : I eng iv. 1. 
Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Site | 


. whether they are of GOD - becauſe many 1 | 
Prophets are gone out into the World. 8 


HE Apoſtolical Age, or che Age in which the 
Apoſtles lived and F the Goſpel, was an 
Age of the greateſt Out-pouring of the Spirit 
of God that ever was; and that both as to the 
een Influences and Gifts of the Spirit, 

in Inſpiration and Miracles, aud alſo as to his or- 


7 dinary Operations, in convincing, converting, inlightning and 
anctifying the Souls of Men. But as the Influences of the true 
Spirit abounded, ſo Counterfeit did alſo then abound ; The 


Devil was abundant in mimicking both the ordinary and extra- 


ordinary Influences of the Spirit of God, as is manifeſt by in- 
pmumerable Paſſages of the Apoſtles Writings This made it very 
meceſſar N of Chriſt ſhould 


7 78 , 
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furniſhed with ſome 


pertain Rules, and diſtinguiſhing and clear Marks, 1g which ſhe 


Nicht proceed fafely in judging. of Spirits, and iſh the 
2 4 8 the falſe, without Danger of being impoſed upon. 


ſuch Rules is the plain Defign of this Chapter, where 
atter more expreſly and fully 1 than yy # 


where die i in the Bible. The Apoſtle he, of {ct 

ler = to dls 2 E of G 5 ach Mats of 

re Spirit as may be plain and ſur 
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TA The Marks of a Work | a 
it throughout the Chapter: Which makes it wonderful, that 


Fh Apoſtle is led to diſcourſe on this Subject by aroccaſional 
in him; And hereby weknowthat he abideth in us, by the Spirit 


ordinary Gifts of Prophecy and Miracles, but alſo in his ordi- 


Alter the Apoſtle had thus counſel d and wart d the Chriftian | 


1 


what is faid in this Chapter. is no more taken notice of in this 
extraordinary Day, when that which is ſol remarkable appears; 
ſuch an uncommon Operation on the Minds of People, that 
is ſo extenſive; and there is ſuch a Variety of Opinions con- 
cerning it, and ſo much Talk about the Work of the Spirit. 


| 


Mention of the Indwelling of the Spirit, as the ſure Evidence of /; 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, in the laſt Verſe of the foregoing Chapter. 
And he that keepeth his Commandments, dwelleth in him, and he 


T 
; 
which he bath given us. Whence we may infer, chat the De- k 
ſign of the Apoſtle in this Chapter is, not only to-give Marks 
whereby to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from the falſe, in his extra- 


{ 


nary Influences on the Minds of his People, in order to their 

Union to Chriſt, and being built up in him; which is alſo mani- 
feſt from the Marks themſelves that are given, which we ſtrall 
hereaſter take notice . * n- 
e Words of the Text are an Introduction to this Diſcourſe, ? 

of the diſtinguiſhing Signs of the true and falſe Spirit. Before 
the Apoſtle proceeds to lay down theſe Signs, he exhorts the 

Chriſtians he writes to, to care in this Matter. And, 1. Heie 
is the Duty of trying the Spirits urged, with a Caution annexed 
againſt an over Credulouſneſs, and a Forwardneſs to admit every 4 
4 
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2 2. 


Thing as the Work of a true Spirit that has chat Shew or Pre- 
text: Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether © 
they are of God. 2. The Neceſſity of this Duty is thewn from 


tis, That there were many Counterfeits, becauſe many ſalſi ,, 


Prophets were gone out into the Norld. The falſe Apoſtles and it 
falſe Prophets, that were in thoſe Days, did not only pretend to MF ;; 
have. the Spirit of God in his extraordinary Gifts of Inſpiration, * 5 
but alſo to be the great Friends and Favourites of Heaven, and to 
be eminently holy Perſons, and fo to have much of the ordinary, 

faving, ſanctifying Influences of the Spirit of God on then 
Hearts; and we are to look upon theſe Words as a Direction 
to examine and try their Pretences to the Spirit of God, in boch 
theſe Reſpects. 0 3816" et n +111} 


he wrote to, with reſpect to the Trial of Spirits, he immediate, 
ly proceeds to give them Rules, by which they may ſafely pro- 
ceed in judging of every Thing that had the Pretext of being 
either the ordinary or extraordinary Work of the Spirit of God 
My Deſign therefore at this Time is to ſnew what are the 


Aue, certam and diſtinguiſhing Evidences of a Work of the Sp 


* 


Fi 
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fit of God, by which we may proceed ſafely in judging of any 
Operation we find in ourfelves, or ſee in others. 


And here 1 would obſerve, that we are to take the Scriptures 
s our Guide in fuch Caſes. © This is the great and ſtanding Rule 
which God has given to his Church, to guide them in all Things 
frelating to the great Concerns of their Souls; and it is an infal- 
ile and ſufficient Rule. There are undoubtedly ſufficient Marks 
given to guide the Church of God in this great Affair of judging 
of Spirits, without which it would ly open to woful Deluſion, 
and would be remedileſly expoſed to be impoſed on, and de- 
voured by, its Enemies: And what Rules ſoever we may find 
m the Holy Scriptures to this End, we need not be afraid to truſt 
to. Doubtleſs that Spirit that indited the Scriptures knew how 
to give us good Rules, by which to diſtinguiſh his Operations 
from all that is falſly pretended to be from him 
„ This, as I obſerved before, the Spirit of God has done of ſet 
28 Purpoſe, in the Chapter wherein is the Text; and done it more 
particularly and fully than anywhere elſe © So that, in my preſent 
Diſcourſe, I ſhall go nowhere elſe for Rules or Marks for the Trial 
of Spirits, but ſhall confine myſelf to thoſe that I find here. 
NZ © But, before I proceed particularly to ſpeak to theſe, I would 
2 prepare my Way, by firit obſerving negatively, in ſome In- 
ſtances, what are not Signs that we are to judge of a Work by, 
Whether it be the Work of the Spirit of God or not; and eſpe- 
z cially, what are no-Evidences that a Work that is wrought 
2X amongſt a People, is not the Worki of the Spririt of God. | 
1. Nothing can certainly be concluded from this, that the 
Work that appears is carried on in a Way very unuſual and ex- 
traordinury. Tis no Sign that a Work is not the Work of the Spi- 
t of God, that it is carried on in ſuch a Way as the ſame Spi- 
J rit of God heretofore has not been wont to carry on his Work, 
provided the Variety or Difference be ſuch as may ſtill be com- 
brehended within the Limits of thoſe Rules which the Seriptures 
have given to diſtinguiſh a Work of the Spirit of God by. 
What we have been uſed to, or what the Church of God has 
been uſed to, is not a Rule by which we are to judge whether 
Fa Work be the Work of God, becauſe there may be new and 
„ extraordinary Works of God. God has heretofore wrought in 
an extraordinary Manner; he has brought thoſe Things to paſs 
chat have been new Things, ſtrange Works; and has wrought 
in ſuch a Manner as to ſurpriſe both Men and Angels: And as 


- 


God has done thus in Times paſt,ſo we have no Reaſon to think 
but that he will do ſo ſtill. The Prophecies of Scripture give 
as Reaſon to think that God has ſtill new Things to accom- 
Hm, and Things to bring 3 hog 
1 ©. o br Fn 0 | A. 


ſeen. No Deviation from what has hitherto been ufual, let it 

never ſo great, is an Argument that a Work is not the Work « 
the Spirit of God, if it be no Deviation from the Rule that d 
bes gr7gn to judge of a Work of his Spirit by. The Spirit of 


is ſovereign in his Operations; and we know that he uſes a 


great Variety; and we can't tell how great a Variety he may |; 
uſe, within the Compaſs of the Rules he hi e 
ought not to limit God where he has not limited himſelf. If 
ad ork be never ſo different from the Work of God's Spirit 
at has formerly been, yet, if it only agrees in thoſe Things 
that the Word of God has given us as the diſtinguiſhing Signs 
of a Work of his Spirit, that is ſufficient to determine us in- 
tirely in its Favour. - e Y 
I Therefore tis not reaſonable to determine that a Work is not 
the Work of God's Spirit, becauſe of the extraordinary Degree 
in which the Minds of Perſons are influenced and wrought upon. 
If they ſeem to have an extraordinary Conviction of the dread- 
ful Nature of Sin, and a very uncommon Senſe of the Miſery of 
a Chriſtleſs Condition, or ſeem to have extraordinary Views of 
the Certainty and Glory of Divine Things; and, conſequent on ': 
theſe Apprehenſions, are proportionably moved with very extra- 
ordinary Affections of Fear and Sorrow, Deſire, Love or Joy: 
Or if the Change that ſeems to be made in Perſons, the Altera» 4, 
tion in their Affections and Frames, be very ſudden, and the 
Work that is wrought. on Peoples Minds ſeems to be carried on 
with very unuſual Swiftneſs, and the Perſons that are thus ſtrange- 
Ty affected are very many, and many of them are very young. 
and alſo be 2 unuſual in many other Circumſtances, not in- 
fringing upon 8 I 
Things are no Argument that the Work is not a Work of the 
Spirit of God. | 201 * 
The extraordinary and unuſual Degree of Influence, and 
Power of Operation, if in its Nature it be agreeable to the 
Rules and Marks given in the Scripture, is rather an Argument 
in its Favour; for by how much the higher Degree that is in; 
which is in its Nature agreeable to the Rule, ſo much the more 
B there of Conformity to the Rule, and ſo much the more evi- 
dent and manifeſt is that Conformity. When Things are in 
mall Degrees, tho they be really agreeable to the Rule, yet tge 
Nature of them is more difficultly diſcerned, - and tis not ſo 
ealily ſeen whether it agrees with the Rule or nßo 
. There is a great Aptneſs in Perſons ta, doubt of Things that 
we ſrange:z eſpecially it is difficult for elderly Perſons, thoſe | 
chat have lived a great while in the World, to think that to be | 
night which they have been never uſed to inthe Day, 9 N 


% 


ſelf has fixed. We A 


cripture-marks of a Work of the Spirit; theſe 


** 
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Pot heard of in the Days of their Fathers. But if it be a good 


Argument that a Work is not from the Spirit of God, that it is 
very unuſual, then it always was ſo, and was ſo in the Apoſtles 
Days. The Work of the Spirit of God, that was wrought then, 
was carried on in a Manner that, in very many Reſpects, was 
altogether new: There were ſuch Things then, that the Fews 
then ilving, nor their Fathers, had never ſeen nor heard, yea, 
ſuch as never had been ſince the World ſtood: The Work was 
then carried on with more viſible and remarkable Power than 
ever had been before; never were there ſeen before ſuch mighty 
and wonderful Effects of the Spirit of God, in ſuch ſudden 
Changes, and ſuch great Engagedneſs and Zeal in ſuch Multi- 
tudes ; ſuch a great and ſudden Alteration: in Towns, Cities 
and Countries; ſuch a ſwift Progreſs and. vaſt Extent of the 
Works; and many other extraordinary Circumſtances might be 
mentioned. The great Unuſualneſs of the Work ſurpriſed the 
Jews; they knew not what to make of it, but could not believe 
it to be the Work of God; many looked upon the Perſons that 
were the Subjects of it as bereft of Reaſon; as you may ſee in 
Acts ii. 13, 26, 24. & I Cor. iv. 10. „ 
And wie have Reaſon from Scripture-prophecy to ſuppoſe, that 
at the Commencement of that laſt ms greateſt Out-pouring of 
the Spirit of God, that is to be in the latter Ages of the World, 
the Manner of the Work will be very extraordinary, and ſuck 
as never has yet been ſeen ; ſo that there ſhall be Occaſion then 
* fay, as in 1/a. Ixvi. 8. Who hath heard ſuch a Thing Nhe 

ath ſeen ſuch Things? Shall the Earth be made to bring forth in 


ene Day? Shall a Nation be born at once? for as ſoon as Tion 


travailed, ſhe brought forth. her Children. It may be reaſonably 
expected that the extraordinary Manner of the Work then, wi 

bear ſome Proportion to the very extraordinary Events, and 
that glorious Change in the State of the World, God will bg 


about to bring to paſs by it. VVV 
2. A Work is not to be judged of by any Effects on the Bodies 
= ef Men; ſuch as Tears, Trembling, Grones, loud Outcries, 
Agonies of Body, or the failing of bodily Strength. The Ins 
fluence the Minds of Perſons are under, is not to be judged of 
dne Way or the other, whether it be from the Spirit of God or 

no, by ſuch Effects on the Body; and the Reaſon is, becauſe the 
Scriprure nowhere gives us any ſuch Rule. We can't conclude 


that Perſons are under the Influence of the true Spirit, becauſe 


we ſee ſuch Effects upon their Bodies, becauſe this is not given 
as a, Mark of the true Spirit: Nor, on the other Hand, have 
ve any Reaſon to conclude, from any ſuch outward Appearances, 


Baat Perſons are net under the Influence of the Spirit . 
D147 | N "i be- 
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becauſe chere is no Rule of Scripture given us to judge of Spirits 


by, that does either expreſly or indirectly exclude ſuch Effects 
on the Body; nor does Reaſon exclude them. Tis eaſily ac- 
counted for from the Confideration of the Nature of Divine and 
Eternal Things, and the Nature of Man, and the Laws of the 
Union between Soul and Body, how a right Influence, a true 
and proper Senſe of Things, ſhould have ſuch Effects on the Bo- 


dy, even thoſe that are of the moſt extraordinary Kind; ſuch: | 


as taking away the bodily Strength, or throwing the Body into 
Treat Agonies, and extorting loud Outcries. There are none 
f us but who ſuppoſe, and would have been ready at any Time 


fo ſay it, That the Miſery of Hell is doubtleſs ſo dreadful, and 


Eternity ſo vaſt, that, if a Perſon ſhould have a clear Apprehen- 
Hon of that Miſery as it is, it would be more than his feeble 
Frame could bear; and eſpecially, if at the ſame Time he faw 


himſelf in great Danger of it, and to be utterly uncertain whe- 


ther he ſhould be delivered from it, yea, and to have no Se- 
curity from it one Day or Hour. If we conſider human Na- 
ture, we need not wonder, that when Perſons have a very great 
Senſe of that which is ſo amazingly dreadful, and alſo have 2 
great View of their own Wickedneſs and God's Anger, that 

hings ſeem to them to forebode ſpeedy and immediate De- 
ſtruction. We ſee the Nature of Man to be ſuch, that when he 
is in Danger of ſome Calamity that is very terrible to him, and 
that he looks upon himſelf greatly expoſed to, he is ready upon 


Every Occaſion to think that ow it is coming: As when Perſons . 


Hearts are full of Fear, in Time of War, looking upon them- 
felves eniinently expoſed; they are ready to tremble at the 
ſhaking of a Leaf, and to expect the Enemy every Minute, and 
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to fay within themſelves, Now I ſhall be ſlain. If we ſhould ſfup- * 
por that a Perſon faw himſelf hanging over a great Pit, full of 


Herce and glowing Flames, by a Thread that he knew to be 
very weak, and not ſufficient long to bear his Weight, and kne w- 


that Multitudes had been in ſuch Circumſtances before, and that 
moſt of them had fallen and periſhed, and ſaw nothing within 


Reach that he could take hold of to fave him; What Diſtrefs } 
would he be in? How ready to think that zow the Thread was 
breaking; now this Minute he ſhould be ſwallowed up in theſe 
dreadful Flames? And would not he be ready to cry out in ſuch 
Circumſtances? How much more thoſe that ſee themſelves in 
this Manner hanging over an infinitely more dreadful Pit, or 
held over it in the Hand of God, who at the ſame Time they | 


fee to be exceedingly provoked ? No wonder they are ready to 
expect every Moment when this angry God will let them drop; 
and no wonder they cry out of their Miſery ; and no wonder — 
MY | | „„ . 
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tue Wrath of God, when: manifeſted but a little to the Soul, 
.overbears human Strengtn. 


Ss it may eafily be accounted for, that a true Senſe of the 


lorious Excellency of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of his won- 

erful dying Love, and the Exerciſe: of a truly ſpiritual, Love 
and Joy, ſhould be ſuch as very much to-overcome the bodily 
Strength. We are all ready to own, that no Man can ſee God 
and live; and that tis but a very ſmallPart of that Apprehen- 
ſion of the Glory and Love of Chrift, and Exerciſe of Love to 
him and Joy in him, which the Saints in Heaven are the Sub- 
jects of, that our preſent Frame can bear: Therefore tis not at 
all ſtrange that God ſhould ſometimes give his Saints ſuch Fore- 
taſtes of Heaven, as to diminiſh their bodily Strength. If it 
was not unaccountable that the Queen of Sheba fainted, and had 
her bodily Strength taken away, when ſhe came to ſee the Glory, 


of Solomon, much leſs is it unaccountable that ſhe who is the An, 


titype of the Queen of Sheba, viz. the Church, that is brought 
as it were from the utmoſt Ends of the Earth, from being an An 
lien and Stranger, far off, in a State of Sin and Miſery, ſhould 
faint when ſhe comes to ſee the Glory of Chriſt, who is the 
Antitype of Solomon; and eſpecially will be ſo in that proſpe- 
rous, peaceful, glorious Kingdom, which he will ſet-up in the 


World in its latter Age. 


Some object againſt ſuch extraordinary Appearances, That we 


 'F have no Inſtances of them recorded in the New Teſtament, in 


we know of the Nature of Man, and from what the 2 


the Time of the extraordinary Effuſions of the Spirit that were 
then. If this ſhould be allowed, I can ſee no Force in the Ob- 


jection, if neither Reaſon nor any Rule of Scripture excludes 


ſuch Things; eſpecially conſidering what was obſerved under 
the foregoing Particular. I don't know that we have any ex- 
preſs Mention in the New Teſtament of any Perſon's weepin 


or groning, or ſighing, thro Fear of Hell, or a Senſe of God's 


Anger; but is there any Body ſo fooliſh as from hence to argue, 


J | that, in whomſoever theſe Things appear, their Convictions are 
not of the Spirit of God? And the Reaſon why we don't 


argue thus, is, becauſe theſe are eafily acccounted for, from what 


do inform us in general. concerning the Nature of Eternal 
Things, and the Nature of the Convictions of God's Spirit; ſo 
there is no need that any Thing ſhould be ſaid in particular con- 
cerning theſe external, circumſtantial Effects. No Body ſuppoſes 


chat there is any need of expreſs Scripture for every external, 


accidental Manifeſtation of the inward Motion of the Mind; 
And'tho' ſuch Circumſtances are not particularly recorded in ſa⸗ 


em, pet thers 8.4 great deal gf Reaſon do think. fen! 
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the general Accounts we have, that it could not be otherwiſe 


than that ſuch Things muſt be in thoſe Days. And there is alſo 


Reaſon to think, that that great Out-pouring of the Spirit that 
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then was, was not wholly without thoſe more extraordinat 
Effects on Perſons Bodies. The Jaylor in particular ſeems to 


have been an Inſtance of that Nature, when he, in the utmoſt © © 
Diſtreſs and Amazement, came trembling, and fell down before F* 
Paul and Silas: His falling down at that Time don't ſeem to be 
a deſigned putting himſelf into a Poſture of Supplication, or 
humble Addreſs to Paul and Silas, for he ſeems not to havefaid ? 
any Thing to them then; but he firſt brought them out, and 
then he fays to them, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? Acts 


21, 29, 30. But his falling down ſeems to be from the ſame 


Cauſe as his Trembling. The Pſalmiſt gives an Account of his 
crying out aloud,and a great weakning of his Body, under Con- 
victions of Conſcience, and a Senſe of the Guilt of Sin, Pſal. 
XxX11.3, 4. When I kept Silence, my Bones waxed old, through my Pa. 
roring all the Day long; for Day and Night thy Hand was | 
heavy upon me, my Moiſture is turned into the Drought of Summer. 
We may at leaft argue ſo much from it, that ſuch an Effect of n, 
Conviction of Sin may well in ſome Caſes be ſuppoſed ; for if Si. 

we ſhould ſuppoſe any Thing of an Auxeſis in the Expreſs | 
ſions made uſe of, yet the P/almiſt would not repreſent what was, E. 
by that which would be abſurd, and which no Degree of that Ng. 


Exerciſe of Mind he ſpoke of would have any Tendency to. | 
Me read of theDiſciples, Mat. xiv. 26. that when they ſaw 


Chriſt coming to them in the Storm, and took him for ſome 3x 
terrible Enemy, threatning their Deſtruction in that Storm, they . 


eried out for Fear : Why therefore ſhould it be thought ſtrange, 


that Perſons ſhould cry out for Fear, when God appears to them 


as their terrible Enemy, and they ſee themfelves in great Danger 
of daes ſwallowed up in the bottomleſs Gulf of eternal Miſery? 


The 


pouſe once and again ſpeaks of herſelf as overpowered 


with the Love of Chriſt, ſo as to weaken her Body, and make 'Þ 
her ready to faint, Cant. ii. 5. Stay me with Flagons, comfort 
me with Apples, for I am ſick of Love. And Chap. v. 8. I 
tharge you, O ye Daughters of Jeruſalem, if ye find my Beloved, gg 
that ye tell him that I am fuck of Love. From whence we may at i 


leaft argue, that ſuch an Effect may well be ſuppoſed to ariſe | 


from ſuch a Cauſe in the Saints in ſome Caſes, and that ſuch an h, 


Effect will ſometimes be ſeen in the Church of Chriſt, 
 *Tis a weak Objection, That the Impreſſions that Enthuſiaſts 
are under have been wont to have a great Effect on their Bas 
dies. That the Quakers uſed to tremble, is no Argument that 
Saul, after wards Paul, and the Jeylor, did not tremble from 


1e 


| 


Rule they go by. The Root and Cauſe of I 
HÞoked at, and the Nature of the Operations and A 
Perſons Minds are under, are what are to be enquired into, and 
ramined by the Rule of God's Word, and got the Motions of 
Wc Blood and animal Spirits. 1238 . 
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ext Convictions of Conſcience. Indeed all ſuch Ohjections 
From Effects on the Body, let them be greater or leſs, ſeem to be 
"exceeding frivolous ; they that argue from hence, are going in 
the Dark; they know not what Ground they go 2 nor what 


ings is to be 
FeQions that 


3 Tis no Argument that an Operation that appears on the 
inds of a People is not the Work of the Spirit of God, that 
occaſions a great ado, and à great deal o Noiſe about Religion. 


For tho' true Religion be of a contrary Nature to that of the 
Phariſees, that was oftentatious, and delighted to ſet itſelf forth 
P the View of Men, for their Applaufe ; yet ſuch is human 
Nature, that tis morally impoſlible that there ſhould be a great 
Toncern, and ftrong Affection, and Engagedneſs of Mind a- 
Mongſt a People, that ſhould be general, and what moſt of them 
gree in, and yet there be but little faid or done that ſhould bo 
pablickly obſcrvable ; or that it ſhould: not cauſe a notable, vi- 
ple, and open Commotion and Alteration amongſt that People. 

2 Surely tis no Argument that the Minds of Perſons are not un- 
gr the Influence of God's Spirit, that they are very much moe 
d: For indeed Spiritual and Eternal Things are ſo great, and of 
Ich vaſt and infinite Concern, that there is n 
Nens being but moderately moved and affect 

no Argument that they are not moved by the Spirit of God, 


by them; and it 
at they are affected with theſe —̃ — and in ſomg 


Neaſure as they deſerve, or in ſome Proportion to their Impor- 


ce. And when was there ever any ſuch Thing fince the 


f forld ftood, as a People in general being greatly affected, in 
Affair whatſoever, without Noiſe or Stir? The Nature of 


will not allow it, | 


Indeed Chriſt ſays, Luke xvii. 20. The Kingdom of God cometh 
we with Obſervation, That is, it won't conſiſt in what is outs 
ward and vifible; it ſhall not be like the Kingdoms of earthly 
gings, ſet up. with outward POUmp, in ſome particular Place, 
ich- ſhall be efpecially the Royal City, and Seat of the Kings 
© (nm; as Chriſt explains himſe 


| in the Words next following, 
eher ſhall they ſay, Lo here, or lo there; for bebald,the Kingdom 
Gad is uithin you, Not that the Kingdom of God ſhall be ſep 
in the World on the Ruins of Satan's Kingdom, without a 
y. notable, obſervable great Effect, a mighty. Change in the 
& of Things, to the Obſervation and Aſtoniſhment of the 


ole Werld; Fot ſuch W 


Pro: 
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fide down, Acts xvii. 6. 


and ſtrong Affection about thoſe Things that are inviſible ; yea, 
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Prophecies of Scripture, and is ſo by Chriſt himſelf, in this very 01 
Place, and even in his own Explanation of thoſe fore-mentioned ? h. 
Words, Ver. 24. For as the Lightning that lightneth out of one **) 
Part under Heaven, ſhineth nnto the other Part under Heaven, 0 
ſo ſhall alſo the Son of Man be in his Day. This is to diſtinguiſh Ft 
Chriſt's coming to ſet up his Kingdom, from the coming of fal/s Ft 
Chrifts, which Chriſt tells us will be in a private Manner, in the. 
Deſerts, and in the ſecret Chambers; whereas this Event of ſetting 
up the Kingdom of God, ſhould be open and publick, in the 


Sight of the whole World, with clear Manifeſtation, ike Light- ub 
ning that can't be hid, but glares in every one's Eyes, and 
ſhines from one Side of Heaven to the other. . 


And we find, that when Chriſt's Kingdom came, by that re- 01 


markable pouring out of the Spirit in the Apoſtles Days, it oc- 7 
caſioned a great Stir and Ado everywhere. What a, mighty ww 


Oppoſition was there in Jeruſalem, on occaſion. of that great 0 
Effuſion of the Spirit that was there? And fo what a great Ado Pc 
in Samaria, Antioch, Epheſus and Corinth, and other Places? 
The Affair filled the World with Noiſe, and gave Occaſion to} 
ſome to ſay of the Apoſtles, that they had turned the World up- 


nd 


- 


ce. 


- 4. Tis no Argument that an Operation that appears on the 
Minds of People is not the Work of the Spirit of God, that 
many that are the Subjects of it, have great Impreſſions on their 
Imaginations. That Perſons have many Impreſſions on their 
Iiaaginations, don't prove that they have nothing elſe. It is. 
eaſy to be accounted for, that there ſhould be muci-of this Na- 
ture amongſt a People, where a great Maltitude of all Kinds of. q 
Conſtitutions have their Minds engaged with intenſe Thought 


4 


it would be ſtrange if there ſhould not. Such is our Nature, that! 
we can't think of Things inviſible, without a Degree of Ima- 
gination. I dare appeal to any Man, of the greateſt Powers ah 
of Mind, whether or no lie is able to fix his Thoughtson Godfgg. 
or Chrift, or the Things of another World, without imaginary. c 
Ideas attending his Meditations ? And the more engaged the 
Mind is, and the more intenſe the Contemplation and Affection, 
ſtill the more lively and ſtrong will the imaginary Idea ordinarily! 
E. eſpecially when the Contemplation and Affection of they 
Mind is attended with any thing of Surpriſe ; as when the View 
a Perſon has is very new, and takes ſtrong Hold of the Paſſions, 
either Fear or Joy; and when the Change of the State, and 
Views of the Mind are ſudden, from a contrary Extreme, as from, 
that which was extremely dreadful, to that which is extremely] 


raviſhing and delightful: And it is no wonder that many m — 
4 1 EC” ſons 
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Mons don't well diſtinguiſh between that which is imaginary, and 


OY Athat which is intellectual and ſpiritual ; and that they are apt to 
one ly too much Weight on the imaginary Part, and are moſt ready 


to ſpeak of that in the Account they give of their Experiences, 
uin 3 Perſons of leſs Underſtanding and Capacity of Di- 
% ſtinction. | 5 
oo As God has given us ſuch a Faculty as the Imagination, and 
Fas ſo made us, that we can't think of Things ſpiritual and invi- 
the ible, . without ſome Exerciſe of this Faculty; ſo it appears to 
ght- me, that ſuch is our State and Nature, that this Faculty is really 


and! ubſervient and helpful to the other Faculties of the Mind, when 
n proper Uſe is made of it; tho' oftentimes, when the Imagina- 

tre. Tion is too ſtrong, and the other Faculties weak, it overbears them, 

t oc- nd much diſturbs them in their Exerciſe. It appears to me ma- 


ghty ifeſt, in many Inſtances IJ have been acquainted with, that God 
has really made Uſe of this Faculty to truly Divine Purpoſes, 
4g Eſpecially in ſome that are more ignorant: God ſeems to con- 
ces? Heſcend to their Circumſtances, and deal with them as Babes; 
n to of old he inſtructed his Church, while in a State of Ignorance 
and Minority, by Types and outward Repreſentations.” I can 
ee nothing unreaſonable in ſuch a Suppoſition. Let others that 
\ the have much Occaſion to deal with Souls in ſpiritual Concerns, 
"pl dge whether Experience don't confirm it. _ 
„It is no Argument that a Work is not the Work of the Spirit 
their f God, that ſome, that are the Subjects of it, have in ſome ex- 
11 is raordinary Frames been in a Kind of Extaſy, wherein they 
„Na- Ne been carried beyond themſelves, and have had their Minds 
ds off anſported into a Train of ſtrong and pleaſing Imaginations, 
nd kind of Viſions, as tho' they were wrapt up even to Hea- 
en, and there faw glorious Sights. I have been acquainted 


| yl ith ſome ſuch Inſtances, ' and I ſee no Manner of Need of 
ima Finging in the Help of the Devil into the Account that we give 
2wers theſe Things ; nor yet of ſuppoſing them to be of the ſame 


| God Nature with the Viſions of the Prophets, or St. Paul's Rapture 
nary © Paradiſe. Human Nature, under theſe vehement and in- 
J thee Exerciſes and Affections of Mind, which ſome Perſons are 
gion, Subjects of, is all that need be brought into the Account. 
narily f it may well be accounted. for, that Perſons under a true Senſe 
of the f the glorious and wonderful Greatneſs and Excellency of Di- 
View Ine Things, and Soul-raviſhing Views of the Beauty and Love 
Mons f Chriſt, ſhould have the Strength of Nature overpowered, as | 
neve already ſhewn that it may; then I think it is not at all 
5 from range, that, amongſt great Numbers that are thus affected und 
emely ver-born, there ſhould be ſome Perſons of particular Conſtitu- 
per ens thatſhould have their Imaginations thus affected: When it 
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ſons B 2 _ 


- Viſions, and to look upon what they imagine they ſee or hear in 
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is thus, the Effect is no other than what bears a Proportion ani 


Analogy to other Effects of the ſtrong Exerciſe of their Minds, f 


Tis no Wonder that when the Thoughs are ſo fixed, and the 


Affections ſo ſtrong, and the whole Soul ſo engaged and raviſh- 


ed and ſwallowed up, that all other Parts of the Body are ſo 
affected, as to be deprived of their Strength, and the whole 
Frame ready to diſſolve ; I fay, tis no Wonder that, in ſuch a 
Caſe, the Brain in particular, 9 in ſome Conſtitutions) 
which is a Part of the Body, which we know is nextly and 
moſt eſpecially affected by intenſe Contemplations and Exerciſes 
of Mind, ſhould be over-born and affected, ſo that its Strength 
and Spirits ſhould for a Seaſon be diverted; and ſo taken off from? 
Impreſſions made on the Organs of external Senſe, and wholly 
employed in a Train of pleaſing delightful Imaginations, ſuch 
as the Frame the Mind is then in diſpoſes it to. - | 


Some Perſons are ready to interpret ſuch Things wrong, and 
to lay too much Weight on them, as tho' they were prophetical 


them as Divine Revelations, and ſometimes Significations from 
3 of what ſhall come to paſs; which the Iſſue, in ſome 
nſtances I have known, has ſhewn to be otherwiſe: But yet it 
appears to me that ſuch Things are evidently ſometimes from 
the Spirit of God, tho' indirectly ; that is, as that extraordinary, 
Frame of Mind they are in, and that ſtrong and lively Senſe of 
Divine Things that is the Occafion of them, is from his Spirit; 
and alſo as the Mind continues in its holy Frame, and retains 2 
Divine Senſe of the Excellency of ſpiritual Things, even in its 
pture; which holy Frame and Senſe is from the Spirit of! 
od, tho' the Imaginations that attend it are but accidental, 
and therefore there is commonly ſomething or other in them 
that is confuſed, improper and falſe. _ 1 | 
FJ. Tis no Sign that a Work that appears, and is wrought of 
the Minds of People, is not from the Spirit of God, that Exampli 
is made Uſe of as à great Means of it. Tis ſurely no Argument 
that an Effect is not from God, that Means are made Uſe of in 
Beta it; for we know that it is God's Manner to make 
Uſe of Means in carrying on his Work in the World; and it it 
no more an Argument againſt the Divinity of an Effect, that 
this Means is made Uſe of, than if it was by any other Means 
Tis agreeable to Scripture, that Perſons ſhould be influenced b 
dne another's good Example: The Scripture directs us to ft 
good Examples to that End, Matth. v. 46. 1 Pet. ili. 1 
1 Tim. iv. 12, Tit. ii. J. and alſo directs us to be influenced by 
the good Examples that others ſet, and to follow them, 2 Cer 
Vil, i,. —— 7. Heb, vi. 12. Pil. ü 11. 1 Cor. iv. — 8 


SH * 
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end Chap. X. 1. 2 Theſſ, iii. 9. 1 Theſſ. i. J. By which it 
appears, that Example is one of God's Means; and certainly 
tis no Argument that a Work is not the Work of God, that 


> God's own Means are made Uſe of to effect it. 
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And as tis a ſcriptural Way of carrying on God's Work, to 
carry it on by Example, ſo tis a reaſonable Way. Tis no Ar- 
ment that Men are not influenced by Reaſon, that they are in- 
uenced by Example. This Way of Perſons holding forth Truth 
to one another, has a Tendency to inlighten the Mind, and to 
convince Reaſon. None will deny but that for Perſons to ſignify 
Things one to another by Words, may rationally be fappoſed to 
tend to inlighten each others Minds; but the fame Thing may 
be ſignified by Actions, and ſignified much more fully and effectu- 
ally. Words are of no Uſe any otherwiſe than as they convey 
our own Ideas to others; but Actions, in fome Caſes, may do 
it much more fully, There is a Language in Actions, and, in 
ſome Caſes, much more-clear and convincing than in Words, 
Tis therefore no Argument againſt the Goodneſs of the Ef-. 
fe, that one affects and ſtirs up another, or that Perſons are 
greatly affected by ſeeing others ſo ; yea, tho' the Impreſſion 
that is made upon them ſhould be only by ſeeing the Tokens of 
great and extraordinary Affection in others in their Behaviour, 
taking for granted what they are affected with, without hearing 
them ſay one Word. There may be Language ſufficient in ſuch 
a-Caſe in their Behaviour only, to convey their Minds. to others, 
and to ſignify to them the Senſe of Things they have, more 
than can poſſibly be done by Words only. If a Perſon ſhould 
ſee another under ſome extreme bodily Torment, he might re- 
ceive much clearer Ideas, and more convincing Evidence what 
he ſuffered by his Actions in his Miſery, than he could do only 
by the Words of an unaffected indifferent Relator. In like 
Manner he might receive a greater Idea of any Thing that is ex- 
cellent and very delightful, from the Behaviour of one that is 
in actual Enjoyment, or one that is ſenſible thro' Sight and 
Taſte, than by the dull Narration of one that is unexperienced 
and inſenſible himſelf. I defire that this Matter may be exa- 
mined by the ſtricteſt Reaſon. To 
And there is this Argument, That Effects that are produced 


in Perſons Minds by Example are rational; that tis manifeſt that 
Rot only weak and ignorant People are much influenced by it. 
But nothing can be more evident to any one that obſerves the 
World of Mankind, than that all Sorts of Perſons, wiſe and un- 
wiſe, and even thoſe that make the greateſt Boaſts of Strength 

Reaſon held forth in this 


| Indged 


of Reaſon, are more influenced by 
Way than almoſt any other Way. 
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Indeed, when religious Affections are raifed by this Means, it 3 


id as when Perſons are affected in hearing the Word preached, of 
any other Means, the Affections of many prove flaſhy, and ſoon 
vaniſh, as Chriſt repreſents of the ſtony Ground Hearers ; but 


the Affections of ſome that are thus moved by Example are a- 


biding, and prove to be of ſaving Iſſue. | 
There never yet was a Time of remarkable pouring out of 
the Spirit, and great Revival of Religion, but that Example 
had a main Hand; ſo it was in the Time of the Reformation, 
and fo it evidently was in that great Out-pouring of the Spirit 
that was in the Apoſtles Days, in Jeruſalem, and Samaria, an 
Epheſus, and other Parts of the World, as will be moſt manifeſt 
to any one that atrends to the Accounts we have in the Act, 
of the Apoſtles. As in thoſe Days one Perſon was moved by a- 
nother, ſo one City or Town was influenced by the Example of 
another, 1 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. So that ye were Enſamples to all that 
believe in Macedonia and Achaia; for from you ſounded out the 
Word of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but alſo 
in every Place your Faith to God-ward is ſpread abroad. © 
_ *Tis no valid Objection againſt Examples being made ſo much 
Uſe of, that the Scripture ſpeaks of the Word of God as the 


principal Means of carrying on God's Work; for the Word of 


God is the principal Means nevertheleſs, as that is the Means by 
which other Means operate, and are made effectual: The Sacra- 
ments have no Effect but by the Word. And fo it is that Ex- 
ample becomes effectual; for all that is viſible to the Eye is 


1 and vain, without the Word of God to inſtruct 1 


and guide the Mind: Tis the Word of God that is indeed held 
forth and applied by Example, as the Word of the Lord 
ſounded forth to other Towns in Macedonia and Achaia, by 
the Example of thoſe that believed in Theſſalonica. | 
That Example ſhould be a great Means of propagating the 
Church of God, ſeems to be ſeveral Ways ſignified in Scripture : 
It is ſignified by Ruth's following Naomi out of the Land of 
Moab, into the Land of 1/rael, when ſhe reſolved thatſhe would 
not leave her; but would go whither ſhe went, and would lodge 
where ſhe lodged ; and that Naomi's People ſhould be her People, 
and Naomi's God her God. Ruth, who was the Mother of Da- 
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vid, and of Chriſt, was undoubtedly a great Type of the 4 | 


Church ; upon which Account her Hiſtory is inſerted in the 


Canon of the Scripture : In her leaving the Land of Moab and 
its gods, to come and put her Truſt under rhe Shadow of the *# 
Wings of the God of 1/rael, we have a Type, not only of the 
Converſion of the Gentile Church, but the Converſion of every | 


Sinner, that is naturally an Alien and Stranger, but in his Con- 
SL Sad a a g 


verſion 


; Pcople that partook largely of that great Effuſion of the Spi- 


of the true Sir? _ 
verſion forgets his own People and Father's Houſe, and is made 


nich, and becomes a Fellow-citizen with the Saints, and a true 

I fraelite. The fame ſeems to be ſignified in the Effect the Ex- 
ample of the Spouſe, when ſhe was ſick of Love, has on the 
Daughters of Jeruſalem, i. e. viſible Chriſtians, who are repre- 
2 ſented as being firſt awakened by ſeeing the Spouſe in ſuch ex- 
traordinary Circumſtances, and then converted. See Cant. v. 


8, 9. & vi. 1. And. this is undoubtedly one Way that the 
Spirit and the Bride ſays, Come, Rev. xxii. 17. i. e. the Spirit 
in the Bride. Tis foretold, that the Work of God ſhould be 
carried on very much by this Means, in the laſt great Out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit, that ſhould introduce the glorious Day of the 


Church, ſo often ſpoken of in Scripture, Zech. viii. 21, 22, 
23. And the Inhabitants of one City 
Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, and to ſeek the Lord of 
Z Hoſts; Iwill go alſo. Yea, many People, and ſtrong Nations ſhall 
come to ſeek 5 

Tord. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hofts, In thoſe Days it ſhall come 
to paſs, that ten Men ſhall take hold, out of. all Languages of tbe. 
Nations, even ſhall take hold of the Skirt of him that is a Jeu, 
+ ſaying, We will go with you, for we have heard that God is with: 
Jou. 1 - 


all go to another, ſaying, 


e Lord of Hoſts in Jeruſalem, and to pray before the 


6. Tis no Sign that a Work that is wrought amongſt a People: 


is not from the Spirit of God, that many that ſeem to be the Sub- 
¶ Jefts of it are guilty of great Imprudences an 


Irregularities in 
their Conduct. We are to conſider, that the End for which God: 
pours out, his Spirit, is to make Men holy, and not to make» 
them Politicians. *'Tis no Wonder at all, that in a mixt Mul- 


titude of all Sorts, wiſe and unwiſe, young and old, of weak 


and ſtrong natural Abilities, that are under ſtrong Impreſſions 
of Mind, there are many that behave themſelves imprudently. 


There are but few that know how to conduct them under vehe-· 
ment Aﬀections of any Kind, whether they be of a temporal: 
or ſpiritual Nature; to do ſo requires a 

and Strength and Steadineſs of Mind. 
wWont prove a Work not to be the Work of the Spirit of God; 
Vea, if there be not only Imprudences, but many Things pre- 
2 Valling that are irregular, and really contrary to the Rules of 
3 God's holy Word. That it ſhould be thus may be well account- 


eat deal of Diſcretion, 
thouſand Imprudences 


ed for from the exceeding Weakneſs of human Nature, together 


with the remaining Darkneſs and Corruption of thoſe that are 
F yer the Subject of the ſaving Influences of God's Spirit, and 


ve a real Zeal for God. | 
We have a remarkable Inſtance in the New Teſtament, of a 


dit 


5 
£8 
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om was in the Apoſtles Days, among whom there neverthes 
abounded Imprudences and great Irregularities ; and that is 
the Church of the Corinthians. There is ſcarce any Church 
more celebrated in the New Teſtament for being bleſſed with 
large Meaſures, of the Spirit of God, both in his ordinary Influe 
ences, in convincing and converting Sinners, and alſo in his ex- 
#raordinary and miraculous Gifts; yet what manifold Impru- | 
dences, and great and ſinful Irregularities, and ſtrange Confuſi- F 
on did they run into, at the Lord's Supper, and in the Exerciſe 
of Church-diſcipline, and their indecent Manner of attending 
other Parts of publick Worſhip, and in Jarring and Contention 
bout their Teachers, and even in the Exerciſe of their extra- 
ordinary Gifts of Prophecy, ſpeaking with Tongues, and: the 
like, wherein they ſpake and acted by the immediate Inſpiration & 
of the Spirit of God 2 e we nn hcl ii 
And if we ſee great Imprudences, and even ſinful Irregulari- \ 
ties in ſome that. are improved as great Inſtruments. to carry on 
the Work, it won't prove it not to be the Work of God. The $$ 
Apoſtle Peter himſalf, that was a great and eminently holy and & 
inſpired Apoſtle, and one of the chief Inſtruments of ſetting up a& 
the Chriſtian Church in the World, and one of the chief of the 
Apoſtles, when he was actually engaged in this Work, was 
guilty of a great and ſinful Error in his Conduct; of which the . 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13. But when Peter t 
was cams toAntioch,. I withſtood him to the Face, becauſe he was. of 
to be blamed; for before that certain came from James, he did, 
eat with the Gentiles, but when they were come, he withdrew, 
and ſeparated himſelf, fearing them that were of the Circumciſion; 
aud tbe other Fews diſſembled likewiſe with him; inſomuch that. 
Barnabas al/o. was carried away with their Diſſimulation. If. i 
the great Pillar of the Chriſtian Church, and he who was one 
of the Chief of thoſe that are the very Foundations on which, 
next to Chrift, the whole Church is faid to be built, was guilty: þ 
of ſuch an Irregularity; is it any Wonder if other leſſer Inftru- ah 
ments, that have not that extraordinary Conduct of the Divine: .o 
Spirit that he had, ſhould be guilty of many Irregularities? 
- And here, in particular, it is no Evidence that a Work is not gay: 
the Work of God, if many that are the Subjects of it, or are 4 
improved as Inſtruments to carry it on, are guilty of too great a r 
Forwardnels to cenſure others as Unconyerted, thro' Miſtakes they» @al 
have embraced concerning: the Marks hy which they are. tor pay 
Judge of others Hypocriſy and Cainality ; either not duly; ap- watts: 
prehending the Latitude the Spirit of God uſes in the Methods: a. 
of his, Operations, or for Want of making due Allowance for Bier 
that. Infirmity: and Corruption that may be leſt in — £ 
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"ZAR Ithe Saints; as well as thro Want of a due Senſe of their own 
then Blindneſs and Weakneſs, and remaining Corruption, whereby 


i : 
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1. h Spiritual Pride may have a ſecret Vent, this Way, under ſome 
Sick Piſguiſe, and not to be diſcovered. CET 
8 If we allow that truly pious Men may have a great deal of te- 
| Maining Blindneſs and Corruption, and may be liable to Mi- 
cd Fakes about the Marks of Hypocriſy, as undoubtedly all will 
Pra Wow; then tis not unaccountable that they ſhould ſometimes 
ws Fun into ſuch Errors as theſe : Tis as eaſy, and upon ſome Ac- 


Zounts more eaſy to be accounted for, why the remaining Cor- 
Aption of good Men ſhould ſometimes have an un- bferve Vent 


tion Yi; Way, than moſt other Ways, (tho' it be excceding unhappy} 
pers ind without doubt many holy Men have erred this Way. © 


* 3 Lukewarmneſs in Religion is abominable, and Zeal an ex- 
Ellent Grace; yet, above all other Chriſtian Virtues, itneeds to 
. ſtrictly watched and fearched; for tis that with which Cor- 


"= Wption, and particularly Pride and human Paſſion, is exceeding 
Non apt to mix unobſerved. And tis obſervable that there never 
The Was a Time of great Reformation, to cauſe a Revival of much 
and OF a Spirit of Zeal in the Church of God, but that it has been 
Sor ended, in ſome notable Inſtances, with irregularity, running 


t ſome way or other into an undue Severity. Thus, in the A- 
wat oy ſtle's Days, a great deal of Zeal was ſpent” about unclean 
the | eats, with Heat of Spirit in Chriſtians one againſt another, 


deter | dth Parties condemning and cenſuring one another, as not true 
N Spriſtians; when the Apoſtle had Charity for both, as influen- 
; ach ed by a Spirit of real Piety : He that eats, ſays he, to the Tord 
eu, & 


%,, and giveth God Thanks; and he that eateth not to thi - 
2 , he eateth not, and giveth God Thanks, So, in the Church 
194 Corinth, they had got into a Way of extolling ſome Mini- 


I s, and cenſuring others, and were puffed up for one againſt a- 
ONE Ather: But yet theſe Things were no Sign that the Work that 
ach, S then ſo wonderfully carried on, was not the Work of God. 
uilty: Wa after this, whe; Religion was ftill greatly flouriſhing in the 
fru- 8 rid, and a Spirit of eminent Holineſs and Zeal prevailed in the 
me Gliſtian Church, the Zeal of Chriſtians run out into a very im- 


' + - Piper and undue Severity, in the Exerciſe of Church-diſcipline 

Wards Delinquents; in ſome Caſes they would by no Means 
r US admit them into their Charity and: Communion, tho? they ap- 
eat V pet ed neverſo humble and penitent. And, in the Days of Con- 
they> Peine the Great, the Zeal of Chriftians againſt Heatheniſm 
re to out into a Degree of Perſecution. So in that glorious Revi- 
Wa- of Religion, in the Time of the Reformation, Zeal in many 
| ances appeared in a very unproper Severity, and even 2 
mY Sree of Fealecution ; yea, in ſome of the moit eminent Re- 
lbs] ” q * : | formers 


thoſe Days of the flouriſhing of vital Religion, were guilty, of 
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formers, 1s in the great Galvin in particular: And many, in 


ſeverely cenſuring others that differed from them in Opinion in 
ſome Points of Divinity. FFV 
27 Nor are many Errors in Judgment, and ſome Deluſions of 
Satan intermixed with the Work, any Argument that the Work 
in general is not the Work of the Spirit of God. However 
eat a pouring out of the Spirit there may be, tis not to be expe- 
ed that the Spirit of God ſhould be given now in the ſame Man- 
ner that it was to the Apoſtles, infallibly to guide them in 
Points of Chriſtian Doctrine, ſo that what they taught might be 
8 on as a Rule to the Chriſtian Church. And, if many De- 


r 


» 


uſions of Satan appear at the fame Time that a great religious 
Goncern prevails, it is not an Argument that the Work in ge- 
neral is not the Work of God, any more than it was an Argu- x. 
ment in 1237 that there were no true Miracles wrought there 
by the Hand of God, becauſe Jannes and Jambres wrought $ 
Falſe Miracles at the fame Time by the Hand of the Devil. Vea, N 
the ſame Perſons may be the Subjects of much of the Influences 
of the Spirit of God, and yet in ſome Things be led away by f 
we Delufions of the Devil; and this be no more of a Paradox þ 
an many other Things that are true of real Saints, in the 
preſent State, where Grace dwells with ſo much Corruption, 
nd the new Man and the old Man ſubfiſt together in the ſame 
Perſon, and — — of God and the Kingdom of the De. $,, 
vil remain for a while together in the ſame Heart. Many god» 
K Perſons have undoubtedly, in this and other Ages, expoſet 
emſelves to woful Delufions, by an Aptneſs to lay too muc 
Weight on Impulſes and Impreſſions, as if they were immed 
ate Revelations from God, to ſignify ſomething future, or tw 
direct them where to go, and what to do. V 
8. If ſome ſuch as were thought to be wrought upon, Fa! 
away into groſs Errors, or ſcandalous Practices, tis no Argumen? 
that the Work in general is not the Work of the Spirit of Gol 3 
That there are ſome Counterfeits is no Argument that nothin; 
is true; ſuch Things are always expected in a Time of Refo! E,. 
mation. If we look into Church-hiſtory, we ſhall find no I 
ſtance of great Revival of Religion, but what has been atten“ 
ed with many ſuch Things: Inſtances of this Nature in the 1 
Poſtles Days were innumerable, both of thoſe that fell au 
into groſs Hereſies, and: alſo vile Practices; that yet ſeemed i 
| be the Subjects of that Work of the Spirit of God that was the i 
and were accepted for a while amongſt thoſe. that were truly i 
as their Brethren, and ſome of their Company, and were uf 
duſpected not to be of them, till they went out from ther 
8 7 * 


: 22 24 


1 of the true SbIX fr. 25 

o | And they were not only private Chriſtians, but Teachers and 
4 * Officers, and eminent Perſons in the Chriſtian Church, and ſome 
dhat God had endowed with miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoft ; 

1 if 1] 2 by the Beginning of the 6th Chapter of the Hebrews, 
An Inſtance of theſe was Judas, who was one of the Twelve 

AA poſtles, and had long been conſtantly united to, and intimate- 


ever ben er | Aer A 
y converſant with, a Company of truly experienced Diſciples 
_ without being diſcovered or ſuſpected, till he diſcovered himſelf 


. Fby his ſcandalous Practice; and had been treated by Jeſus him- 
" F{elf,, in all external Things, as if he had truly been a Diſciple, 
De- even to the inveſting him with the Character of Apoſtle, an 
er ending him forth to preach the Goſpel, and endowing him with 
" iracalous Gifts of the Spirit: For tho Chriſt knew him, yet he 
did not then clothe himſelf with the: Character of Omniſcient 
nu : Fudge, and Searcher of Hearts, but acted the Part of a Miniſter 
Nei Pof the viſible Church of God (for he was his Father's Miniſter ; 
and therefore rejected him not, till he had diſcovered himſel 
Þy his ſcandalous Practice; thereby giving an Example to other 
b Guides and Rulers of the viſible Church, not to take it upon 
AY. 1 nem to act the Part of Searcher of Hearts, but to be influenced 
- = In their Adminiſtrations by what is viſible and open 


LENCEs | 


- 


There were ſome Inſtances then of ſach Apoſtates, not on 
— In ſome that for a while were thought true Chriſtians, butſome 
, _ that were eſteemed eminently full of the Grace of God's Spirit: 
81 1 FAn Inſtance of this Nature was Nicolas, one of the Seven Dea- 
/ 80 Fons, who was looked upon by the Chriſtians in Jeruſalem, in 
PQ 7 the Time of that extraordinary pouring out of the Spirit, as a 
— Man full of the Holy Choſt, and was choſen out of the Muld- 
ame Sude of Chriſtians to that Office, for that Reaſon ; as you may 
or Wee in Acts vi. 3, 5: yet he afterwards-fell away, and became the 
Head of a Sett of vile Hereticks, of groſs Practices, called from 


n, fo nis Name the Sect of the Nicolaitans, Rev. ii. 6. & I5. 8 
zumel So, in the Time of the Reformation from Popery, how great 
f Got Fas the Number of thoſe that for a while ſeemed to join with 
10th! ne Reformers, chat fell away into the groſſeſt and moſt abſurd 
Refo Errors, and abominable Practices 2 ph) 
no 1 And' tis particularly obſervable, that, in Times of great pour- 


Ing out of the Spirit to revive Religion in the World, a Number 
the pf thoſe that for a while ſeemed to partake in it, have fallen ↄff 
ll au into whimſical and extravagant Errors, and groſs Enthuſiaſm, 
emed! Apoaſting of high Degrees of Spirituality and Perfection, cenſu- 
as the ring and condemning others as carnal. Thus it was with the 
truly 10 noſticks in the Apoſtles Times; and thus it was with the ſeve- 
vere Aal Sects of Anabaptiſts in the Time of the Reformation, as An- 
n ther Whony Burgeſs obſer ves in his 8 called: Spiritual Refining, — I, 

* 5 Be E | : : IN, 


The Marks of a Work 


« be more inlightned than the Reformers were on the other Side: 
Hence they called thoſe that did adhere to the i e. and 


5 would try Revelations by it, Literiſts and Voweliſts, as Men 4 
** acquainted with the Words and Vowels of the Scripture, ha- 
-* ving nothing of the Spirit of God: And whereſoever, in wy 4 


«© Town, the true Doctrine of the Goſpel brake forth to the d 


placing of Popery, preſently ſuch Opinions aroſe, like Tares 3 


that came up among the good Wheat; whereby great Divi- 
ſions were raiſed, and the Reformation made abominable and 


4. odious to the World; as if that had been the Sun to give = 
Heat and Warmth to thoſe Worms and Serpents to crawl out 


of the Ground. Hence they inveighed againſt Luther, and 
'< ſaid he had only promulged a carnal Goſpel.” Some of the 


Leaders of thoſe wild Erthuſiaſts had been for a while highly 1 


eſteemed by the firſt Reformers, and peculiarly dear to them. 


So in England, at the Time when vital Religion did much 
prevail in the Days of King Charles I. the Interregnum, and 


Piety flouriſhed, ſuch Kind of Things as theſe broke out. 


Therefore the Devil's ſowing ſuch Tares is no Proof that a true 


Work of the Spirit of God is not gloriouſly carried on. 


„ 9. Tis no Argument that a Work is not from the Spirit of 


God, that # ſeems to be promoted by Miniſters inſiſting very 
much on the Terrors of Ged's holy Law, and that with a great 


deal of Pathos and Earneſtneſs. If there be really a Hell of 


ſuch dreadful, and never-ending Torments, as is generally ſup- 


poſed, that Multitudes are in great Danger of, and that the big- - 
ger Part of Men in Chriſtian Countries do actually from Gene 
ration to Generation fall into, for Want of a Senſe of the Ter- 


"0 P. 132. “ The firſt worthy Reformers, and glorious - 
Inſtruments of God, found a bitter Conflict herein; ſo that 
they were exerciſed not only with Formaliſts and traditionarx 
Papiſts on the one Side, but Men that pretended themſelves to 


Oliver Cromwell, ſuch Things as theſe abounded. And ſo in 
:the Beginning of New -England, in her pureſt Days, when vital 
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f ribleneſs of it, and their Danger of it, and ſo for Want of ta . 


king due Care to avoid it; then why is it not proper for thoſe 


- that have the Care of Souls to take great Pains to make Mer 
ſenſible of it? Why ſhould not they be told as much of th! 
Truth as can be? If I am in Danger of going to Hell, 
ſhould be glad to know as much as poſſibly I can of the Dread 


Danger in the livelieſt Manner. 30 
I appeal to every one in this Congregation, whether this | 


- fulneſs of it: If I am very prone o neglect due Care to avoid 
zit, he does me the beſt Kindneſs, that does moſt to repreſen'? 
do me the Truth of the Caſe, that ſets forth my Miſery ane 
Ini 
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ou? mot the very Courſe they would take in caſe of Expoſedneſs to 
hat any great temporal Calamity? If any of you that are Heads of 
ary Families ſaw one of. your Children in an Houſe that was all on 
sto Fire over its Head, and in imminenc Danger of being ſoon con- 
de: ſumed in the Flames, that feemed to be very inſenſible of its 
and * Danger, and neglected to eſcape, after you had often ſpoke to 
Men jt, and called to it; Would you go on to ſpeak to it only in à 
ha- cold and indifferent Manner? Would not you cry aloud, and 
any call earneſtly to it, and repreſent the Danger it was in, and its 
 difl- 3 own Folly in delaying, in the moſt lively Manner you was 
ares capable of? Would not Nature itſelf teach this, and oblige you 
Divi- to it? If you ſhould, continue to ſpeak to it only in a cold Man- 
and ner, as you are wont to do in ordinary Converſation about in- 
give different Matters, would not thoſe about you begin to think you 
out were bereft of Reaſon yourſelf? This is not the Way of Man- 
, and kind, nor the Way of any one Perſon in this Congregation, in 
Ff the temporal Affairs of great Moment, that require earneſt Heed 
ighly Jand great Haſte, and about which they are greatly concerned, 
em. Atoſpeak to others of their Danger, and warn them but a little; 
much zgand, when they do it at all, do it in a cold indifferent Manner: 
, and Nature teaches. Men otherwiſe. If we that have the Care of 
ſo in Souls, knew what Hell was, had ſeen the State of the Damned, 
1 vital or by any other Means become ſenſible how dreadful their 
out. Caſe was; and at the ſame Time knew that the bigger Part of 
a true {Men went thither, and ſaw our Hearers in imminent Danger, 
Zand that they were not ſenſible of their Danger, and ſo after 
irit of being often warned neglected to eſcape, it would be morally 
g very impoſſible for us to avoid abundantly and moſt earneſtly ſet- 
z great ting before them the Dreadfulneſs of that Miſery they were in 
ell of Danger of, and their great Expoſedneſs to it, and warning them 
ly ſup- to flee from it, and even to cry aloud to them. 5 
he big- . When Miniſters preach of Hell, and warn Sinners to avoid 
Gene it, in a cold Manner, tho' they may ſay in Words that it is in- 
1e Ter Wnitely terrible; yet (if we look on Language as a Communi- 
t of ta ration of our Minds to others) they contradict themſelves; for 
r thoſe tions, as I obſerved before, have a Language to convey our 
ke Met Minds, as well as Words; and at the fame Time that ſuch a 
of th! Preachers Words repreſent the Sinner's State as infinitely dread- 
Hell, ful, his Behaviour and Manner of ſpeaking contradict it, and 
Dread. ſhew that the Preacher don't think ſo : So that he defeats his 
to avon en Purpoſe; for the Language of his Actions, in ſuch a Caſe, 
epreſen is much more effectual than the bare Signification of his Words. 
ſery ant Not that I thirk that the Law only ſhould be preached : Mi- 
4 Filters may preach other Things too little. The Goſpel is to be 
ex this 


preached as well as the Law, and the Law is to be preached a 
4 BY av 
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Iy to make Way for the Goſpel, and in order to an effectuſl 
Been of that; for the main Work of Miniſters of the *#? 
pet is to preach the Goſpel: It is the End of the Law; © 
Chriſt is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs : So that a Mini- 
ſter would miſs it very much, if he ſhould: infiſt fo much on the 
Terrors of the Law, as to forget his End, and negle@ to preach ® 
the Goſpel; but yet the Law is very much to be infiſted on, 
and the preaching of the Goſpel is like to be in vain without it. . 
And certainly ſuch Earneſtneſs and Affection in ſpeaking is 
beautiful, as becomes the Nature and Importance of the Subject. 
Not but that there may be ſuch a Thing as an indecent Boiſte- F- 
roufneſs in a Preacher, that is ſomething beſides what natufall7 
ariſes from the Nature of his Subject, and in which the Matter 
and Manner don't well agree together. ne 
Some talk of it as an unreaſonable Thing to think to fright F 
Perſons to Heaven; but I think it is a reaſonable Thing to en- 
JO to fright Perſons away from Hell, that ſtand — the 
Brink of it, and are juſt ready to fall into it, and are ſenſeleſs $' 
of their Danger: Tis a reaſonable Thing to fright a Perſon out 
Of an Houſe on Fire. The Word Fright is commonly uſed for 
ſadden, cauſeleſs Fears, or groundleſs Surprize; but ſurely a juſt 
Fear, that there is good Reaſon for, tho it be very great, is not 4 


to be ſpoken againſt under any ſuch Name. 41 
| Pit 


. Haying thus ſhown, in ſome Inſtances, what are not Evi- f 
Lences that a Work that is wrought among a People, is not 2 * 
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Work of the Spirit of God; x. 
I now proceed in the Second Place, as was propoſed, to ſhew n 
poſitively what are the ſure, diſtinguiſhing Scripture-evidences, H. 
and Marks of a Work of the Spirit of God, by which we may er 
proceed in judging of any Operation we find in ourſelves, or 
ſee among a People, without Danger of being miſled. ' 1 
And in this, as I aid before, 1 ſhall confine myſelf wholly to 
tkoſe Marks which are given us by the Apoſtle in the Chapter 
wherein is my Text, where this Matter is particularly handled, 
and more plainly and fully than anywhere elſe in the Bible. 
And, in ſpeaking to theſe Marks, I ſhall take them in the Order 
in which I find them in the Chapter. e 
1. When that Spirit, that is at Work amongſt a People, is ob- 

ſerved to operate after ſuch a Manner, as to raiſe their Eſteem © 
of that Jeſus chat was born of the Virgin, and was crucified n 
without the Gates of Jeruſalem; and ſeems more to confirm 
and eſtabliſh their Minds in the Truth of what the Goſpel de- 7 
clares to us of his being the Son of God, and the Saviour of e 

Men; tis a ſure Sign that that Spirit is the Spirit * 2 


1 


of the true Spirit, 15 


x 3 


un This Sign the Apoſtle gives us in the ad and 3d Verſes, Hereby 
— 9 3 Spirit of God; every Spirit that cnfelſurh rhe Jg. 
i. Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, isof God; and every Spirit that con 
tini. fe/ſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the F 12 15 not of God. 
'the This implies a confeſſing, not only that there was ſuchaPerſon 


#hat appeared in Paleſtine, and did and ſuffered thoſe Things 
That are recorded of him, but that that Perſon was CHRIST, 


*77 e, the Son of God, the Anointed of God to be Lord and Sa- 
1g is Wiour, as the Name Jeſus Chriſt implies. That thus much is 
ject. mplied in the Apoſtle's Meaning, is confirmed by the 15th. 
ne. Ferſe, where the Apoſtle is ſtill on the ſame Subject of Signs of 


the true Spirit; Nhoſoever ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the Son of 


. Bod, God dwelleth in him, and he in Gde. 8 : 
And tis to be obſerved, that the Word Confeſs, as it is often 
riecht ſed in the New Teſtament, ſignifies more than merely allowing: 
n- It implies an eſtabliſhing and confirming a Thing by . 
n the d declaring it with Manifeſtation of Eſteem and Affection; ſo, 


ſeleſs 4 latth. x. 32. Whoſoever therefore ſhall confeſs me before Men, 


him will J confeſs alſo before my Father which is in Heaven. 
Rom. xv. 9. Iwill confeſs to thee among the Gentiles, and ſing unto 
aint % Name. And Phil. ii. 11. That every Tongue ſhall confeſs 
l hat Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. And 
That this is the Force of the Expreſſion, as the Apoſtle John uſes 
It in this Place, is confirmed by that other Place in the ſame E- 
Evi- piſtle, in the next Chapter, at the firſt Verſe; Whoſoever believ- 
Erh that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of Gad; and every one that 
Joveth him that begat, loveth him alſo that is begotten of him. 
And by that parallel Place of the Apoſtle Paul, where we have 
he ſame Rule given to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from all Coun- 
erfeits, 1 Cor. xii. 3. Wherefore I give you to underſtand, that 
o Man ſpeaking by t 
Pill ſhew an ill or mean Eſteem of him) and that no Man can 
ny to y that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. 1 
do that if the Spirit that is at Work among a People, is 
\dled, Nlainly obſerved to work after that Manner, as to convince them 
Bible. of Chriſt, and lead them to Chriſt ; more to confirm their Minds 
Order Þ the Belief of the Story of Chriſt, as he 2 in the Fleſn, 
And that he is the Son of God, and was ſent of God to fave 
is ob- Sinners, and that he is the only Saviour, and that they ſtand in 
| Ereat Need of him; and ſeems to beget in them higher and 
ified more honourable Thoughts of him than they uſed to have, and 
to incline their Affections more to him; it is a ſure Sign that it is 
the true and right Spirit; and that whether we can determine 
whether that Conviction and Affection be in that Manner, or 


But 


2X9 that Degree, as to be ſaving, or no. 


e Spirit of God, calleth Jeſus accurſed, (or 


of 
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But the Words of the Apoſtle are remarkable. The Perſon F 


the Quakers extols, while it diminiſhes their Eſteem of and > 


he mortally hates the Story and Doctrine of his Redemption ; 


the World, the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eyes, and n. 
that by the Werld the Apoſtle evidently means every Thing char 


Mm The Marks of a Work 


that the Spirit gives Teftimony to, and to whom he raiſes their } 
Efteem and Reſpect, muſt be that Feſus that appeared in the 3 
Fleſh, and not another Chriſt in his Stead: Not any myſtical, . & 
fantaſtical Chriſt ; ſuch as the Light within, which the Spirit of F 


Dependence upon an outward Chriſt, or Jeſus as he came in the 
Fleſh, and leads them off from him; but the Spirit that gives 
Teftimony for that Jeſus, and leads to him, can be no Other 
than the Spirit of God. „ 1 

The Devil has the moſt bitter and implacable Enmity againſt 
that Perſon, eſpecially in his Character of the Saviour of Men; 


he never would go about to beget in Men more honourable 
Thoughts of him, and ſo to incline them more to fear him, and 
lay greater Weight on his Inſtructions and Commands. The 
Spirit that inclines Mens Hearts to the Seed of the Woman, is 
not the Spirit of the Serpent, that has fuch an irreconcileable En- L; 
mity againſt him. He that heightens Mens Eſteem of the glo- M 
rious Michael, that Prince of the Angels, is not the Spirit of the his 
Dragon that is at War with him. 5 | __ 
2. When the Spirit that is at Work operates againſt the Inte- 
reſt of Satan's Kingdom, which lies in encouraging and eſftabliſh- 
ing Sin, and cheriſhins Mexs worldly Luſts; this is a ſire Sign 
that tis a true, and not a falſe Spirit. This Sign we have given 
us in the 4th and 5th Verſes; Ye are of God, little Children, gf 
and have overcome them; becauſe greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the World. They are of the World, therefore 
ſpeak they of the World, and the World heareth them. Here is a 
plain Antitheſis : "Tis evident that the Apoſtle · is ſtill comparing} 
thoſe that are influenced by the two oppoſite Kinds of Spirits, 
the true and the falſe, and ſhewing the Difference; the one are 
of God, and overcome the Spirit of the World; the other are 
of the World, and ſpeak and favour of the Things of the World. 
The Spirit of the Devil is here called, He that is in the World. 
Chrift ſays, My Kingdom is not of this World. But tis otherwiſe ,f 
with Satan's Kingdom, he is the god of this World. Ka 
What the Apoſtle means by the World, or the Things that oi 
arg of the World, we learn by his own Words, in the 2d Chap- 
ter of this Epiſtle, 15th and 16th Verſes; Love not the World, \g 
geither the Things that are in the World: If any Man love the 
World, the Lowe of the Father is not in him: For all that is in 


the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, but is of the World. So &. 


ap-? 


ef the true SIN Ir. Ar 
ppertains to the Intereſt of Sin, and comprehends all the Cor- 


fon | 
their ptions and Luſts of Men, and all thoſe Acts and Objects by 


5x} Which they are gratified. In theſe Things lies the Intereſt of 
9 : 


it ok is Kingdom, who is the Spirit that is in the World, and is the 
* of the World. WK. a | ; 
—_ so that we may fafely determine, from what the Apoſtle ſays, 
tus Mat the Spirit that is ar Work amongſt a People, that is obſerved 

SIVCT work after ſuch a Manner, as to leſſen Mens Eſteem of the 
other eaſüres, Profits and Honours of the World, and to take off 
Heir Hearts from an eager Purſuit after theſe Things; and to 


ap) 1 n in a deep Concern about a future and eternal Hap- 
N15 Ines in that inviſible World, that the Goſpel reveals; and 
able Its them upon earneſt ſeeking the Kingdom of God and his 


Nchteouſneſs; and convinces them of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, 


4 — the. Guilt that it brings, and the Miſery that it expoſes to: I 
, the Spirit that operates after ſuch a Manner, mutt needs be 

„ 7: 11574 7 27 | 

6 2 At is not to be ſuppoſed, that Satan would go about to convince 

* n of Sin, and awaken the Conſcience; it can noway ſerve 


wg End, to make that Candle of the Lord ſhine the * 


to open the Mouth of that Vicegerent of God in the 


Inte- T6 [Aug 


1:0. bor his Intereſt, whatever he does, to lull Conſcience aſleep, 
| _ keep that quiet; to have that, with its Eyes and Mouth, o- 
Dien h in the Soul, will tend to clog and hinder all his Deſigns of 
8 Mrkneſs, and evermore to be diſturbing his Affairs, and croſ- 
, his Intereſt in the Soul, and diſquieting him, fo that he can 
%% nage nothing to his Mind without Moleſtation. Would the. 
50 Gore vil, when he is about to eſtabliſh Men in a Way and State of 
c 1> I'i, take ſuch a Courſe, in the firſt Place, to inlighten and a- 
Parlns ken the Conſcience to ſee the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, and make. 


pirits, 1 
ne are 


m exceedingly afraid of Sin, and ſenſible of their Miſery by. 
ſon of their paſt Sins, and their great Need of Deliverance 
Vorld. the Guilt of them, and more careful, inquiſitive and watch- 
1 7 diſcern what is ſinful, and to avoid future Sins; and fo; . 
Wor *c Fe afraid of the Devil's Temptations, and careful to guard a- 
Er Fat them? What do thoſe Men do with their Reaſon, that. 
1 w * chat the Spirit, that operates thus, is the Spirit of the 
5 JE | 2 0 ; 5 1 . 
rae Poſlibly ſome may ſay, That the Devil may even awaken 
or: Mens Conſciences to deceive them, and make them think they 
af %ige been the Subjects of a ſaving Work of the Spirit of God, 
r 18 — le they arc indeed till in the Gall of Bitterneſs. But to this 
8 hay be replied, That the Man that has an awakened Conſci- ; 
. a eis the leaſt likely to be deceived of any Man in the World: 
8 ap- the drowiy, infenfible, pri Conſcience, that is-moſt 27 
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43 The Marks of a Work 3 
fily blinded. The more ſenſible Confeience is in a difeafed'Soul; 
the leſs eaſily is it quieted without a real Healing. The more 
fenſible Conſcience is made of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, and of the 
Greatneſs of a Man's own Guilt of it, the leſs: likely is he ta 
reſt in his own Righteouſneſs, ox, to be pacified with nothing but 
Shadows. A Man that has been thorowly terrified with a Senſe q 
of his Danger and Miſery, is not eaſily flattered and made to be. 
Heve himſelf ſafe, without any good Grounds. x 
To awaken Conſcience, and convince of the Evil of Sin 
can't tend to eſtabliſh Sin, but certainly tends to make Way for 
Sin and Satan's being caſt out. Therefore this is a good Argue 
ment, that the Spirit that operates thus, can't be the Spirit of thei 
Devil; if Chriſt knew. how to argue, who told the Phariſees 
that ſuppoſed that the Spirit that he wrought by, was the Spiri 
of _—_ Devil, that Satan would not caſt out Satan, Matth. xi 
SES ::---- C 3 | Df * 
ST therefore, if we ſee Perſons made ſenſible of the dreadfu * 
Nature of Sin, and of the Diſpleaſure of God againſt it, an 
of their own miſerable Condition as they are in themſelves, b . 
reaſon of Sin, and earneſtly concerned for their eternal Salvati 
on, and ſenſible of their Need of God's Pity and Help, and en 
gaged to ſeek it in the Uſe of the Means that God has appointed 


4 


we may certainly conclude, that it is from the Spirit of Gol 


whatever Effects this Concern has on their Bodies; tho it cauſe 
them to cry ont aloud, or to ſhriek, or to faint, or tho it throwy 


— 


. them into Convulſions, or whatever other Way the Blood an 


Spirits are moved. iy 
The Influence of the Spirit of God is yet more abundant!} 
manifeſt, if Perſons have their Hearts drawn off from the Worlg p 
and wean d from the Objects of their worldly Lufts, and take 
off from worldly Purſuits, by the Senſe they have of the Exc 
Jency of Divine Things, and the Affection they have to tho 

ſpiritual Enjoyments of another World, that are promiſed 
the Goſpel. | 1 N * 
3. That Spirit that operates in ſuch a Manner, as to ca 
z Men a greater Regard to the Holy Scriptures, and eſtabliſ 
#hem more in their Truth and Divinity, is certainly the Spirit 
God. This Rule the Apoſtle gives us in the 6th Verſe : We «> + 
F. God; he that knoweth God, heareth us: He that is not of Gig | 
heareth not us: Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, and i 
Spirit of Error. We are of God; that is, We the Apolli 
are ſent forth of God, and appointed of him, to teach tl 
* the World, and to deliver that Doctrine, thoſe Inſtructions, 
© that are to be their Rule; therefore he that knoweth God, hei 


eth us, &c. — The Apoltle's Argument in the Verſe equal 


reach 
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Soul reaches all that in the ſame Senſe are of God, that is, all thoſe 
more that God has appointed and inſpired to deliver to his Churth 
of the ts Rule of Faith and Practice; all the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
he to Whoſe Doctrine God has made the Foundation on which he has 
ing but Wuil his Church, as in Eph. ii. 20. all the Penmen of the Holy 
a Senſe Meriptures. The Devi] never would go about to beget in Per- 
to be: ns a Regard to that Divine Word, which God hath given tobe 
Idee great and ſtanding Rule for the Direction of his Church in 
of Sin l religious Matters and Concerns of their Souls, in all Ages. 


Vay fol Spirit of Deluſion won't incline Perſons to go to ſeek Dire cti- 
1Argu en at the Mouth of God. To the Law and to the — IS 
em; 


- of th ever the Cry of thoſe evil Spirits that have no Light in t 
ariſe tis God's own Direction to diſcover their Delufions, 7/a. viii. 
e Spiri : 20. And when they ſhall ſay unto you, Seek unto them that 
th. xi ve familiar Spirits, and unto Wizards that peep, and that 

WMWatter: Should nos a People ſeek unto their God? for the Living to 
Ireadfu Ve Dead ? To the Law and to the Teſtimony ; if they ſpeak not 
ording to this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in them. 


1 
4 


it, an n 
ves, b 1 e Devil don't ſay the fame as Abraham did, They have Mo- 
Salvati and the Prophets, let them hear them; nor the ſame that the 


and en MNoice from Heaven did concerning Chriſt, Hear ye him. Would 


pointed We Spirit of Error, in order to deceive Men, beget in them an 
of God gh Opinion of the infallible Rule, and incline them to think 


it cauſe uch of it, and be very converſant with it? Would the Prinee 
throw if Darkneſs, in order to promote his Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
ood an ad Men to the Sun? The Devil has ever ſhewn a mortal Spite 
| d Hatred towards that holy Book the Bible: He has done all 
undantl Pat has been in his Power to extinguiſh that Light, and to draw 
e Worllen off from it: He knows that tis that Light by which his 
nd tak ingdom of Darkneſs is to be overthrown. He has had for 
he Exca@917 Ages Experience of its Power to defeat his Purpoſes, and 
to cho fle his Deſigns: Tis his conſtant Plague: Tis the main Wei- 
miſed In which Michael uſes in his War with him: Tis the Sword 
| che Spirit that pierces him, and conquers him: "Tis that 
to c at, and ſore, and ſtrong Sword, with which God puniſhes Le- 
eftabliſ chan that crooked Serpent : Lis that ſharp Sword that we 
> Spirit ad. of, Rev. xix. 15. that proceeds out of the Mouth of him 
: We ii ſat on the Horfe, With which he ſmites his Enemies. Eve 
ot of Gu ext is a Dart to torment the old Serpent: He has felt the 
Inging Smart thouſands of Times; therefore he is enraged a- 
Apo unſt the Bible, and hates every Word in it: Andtherefore we 

Way be ſure that he never will go about to raiſe Perſons Eſteem 
\trucio it, or Affection to ft. And accordingly we ſee it to be com- 
30d, hed LON in Enthufiafts, that they depretiate this written Rule, and 
fle equi p the Light within, or other Rule above it. 

| f 2 "NEVIS 
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them in other Things that are agreeable to ſound Doctrine 8 
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44 The Marks of a Work | 3 
4. Another Rule to judge of Spirits may be drawn from thoſ G 
oppoſite Compellations given to the two oppoſite Spirits, in th c 
laſt Words of the 6th Verſe, The SPIRIT OF TRUTH, an 0 
the SPIRIT OF ERROR. Theſe Words do exhibite the tw] ò 
oppoſite Characters of the Spirit of God, and other Spirits thi 
. . counterfeit his Operations: And therefore, if, by obſerving th $a; 

Manner of the Operation of a Spirit that is at Work among 
People, we ſee that it operates as a Spirit of Truth, leading Fe g. 
ſons to Truth, convincing them of thoſe Things that are trueWa 
we may fafely determine that tis a right and true Spirit. 4 
for — 4 — if we obſerve that the Spirit that is at Wort 
makes Men more ſenſible than they uſed to be, that there is 
God, and that he is a great God, and a Sin-hating God; an 
makes them more to realize it, that they muſt die, and that Li 
is ſhort, and very uncertain; and confirms Perſons in it, th 
there is another World, that they have immortal Souls, an 
. that they muſt give Account of themſelves to God; and cor 
_ vinces them that they are exceeding ſinful by Nature and Prat «8 
. tice, and that they are helpleſs in themſelves; and confirn 


W 


The Spirit that works thus, operates as a Spirit of Truth: H # 
; repreſents Things as they are indeed: He brings Men to th 
Light; for whatever makes Truth manifeſt is Light, as th et 
. Apoſtle Paul obſerves, Eph. v. 13. But all Things that are . 
. proved (or diſcovered, as it is in the Margin) are made maniſ N 
A xd the Light; for whatſcever doth make manifeſt is Light. An pf 
therefore we may conclude, that 'tis not the Spirit of Darkne 
that doth thus diſcover and make manifeſt the Truth. Chri 
, tells us that Satan is a Liar, and the Father of Lies; and h 
Kingdom is a Kingdom of Darineſs, tis upheld and promote 
only by Darkneſs and Error: Satan has all his Power and Do 
.minion by Darkneſs. Hence we read of the Power of Darn 
Luke xxii. 53. and Col. i. 13. And Devils are called the ku 
ders 4 the Darkneſs of this World. Whatever Spirit remove 
our Darkneſs, and brings us to the Light; undeceives us, an . 
convinces us of the Truth, does us a Kindneſs. If I am broug! 7 
to a Sight of Truth, and am made ſenſible of Things as the! 
be, my Duty is immediately to thank God for it, withol 
fanding firſt to enquire by what Means I have ſuch a Benefit. 
5. If the Spirit that is at Work among a People operates a. 
Spirit of Love to God and Man, tis a ſure Sign that tis the Spi 
rit of God, This Sign the Apoſtle inſiſts upon, from the 6e 
Verſe to the End of the Chapter: Beloved, let us love o 
another; for Love is of God, and every one that loveth is born 
God, and knoweth God. He that lo vech not, knoweth gel, fi 


2 
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thoſ i God is Love, &c. Here it is evident, that the Apoſtle is ſtill 
in th; comparing thoſe two Sorts of Perſons that are influenced by the 
an oppoſite. Kinds of Spirits; and mentions Tove as a Mark by 
> tw. zwhich we may know who has the true Spirit: But this is e- 
s thi $ſpecially evident by the 12th and 13th Verſes, I e lovę one 
ig th another, God Awelleth in us, and his Love is perfected in us: Hera- 
ong y know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, becauſe he hath © 
gre given us of his Spirit. In theſe Verſes Love is ſpoken of as if 
true it were that wherein the very Nature of the Holy Spirit con- 
. I ſiſted; or as if Divine Love dwelling in us, and the Spi- 
Work Jrit of God dwelling in us, were the ſame Thing, as it 
re is is alſo in the two laſt Verſes of the foregoing Chapter; as 
; an alſo in the 16th Verſe of this Chapter. Therefore this laſt 
t Lif Mark which the Apoſtle gives of the true Spirit, he ſeems 
t, tu to ſpeak of as the moſt eminent; and ſo infits much more 
s, an Bargely upon it, than upon all the reſt; and ſpeaks expreſly of 
| cor goth Love to God and Men; of Love to Men, in the 7th, 11th, 
Prat and 12th Verſes; and of Love to God, in the.17th, 18th, and 
nfirn goth Verſes; and of both together, in the two laſt Verſes; and 
Wir „ef Fave to Men, as ariſing from Love to God, in theſe two laſt 
1: TTT 5 5 
to th Therefore when the Spirit, chat is at Work amongſt a People, 
as th ends this Way, and brings many of them to high and exalting 
are Thoughts of the Divine Being, and his glorious Perfections; and 
ani orks in them an admiring, delightful Senſe of the Excellency 
. An pf Jeſus Chriſt; repreſenting him as the Chief among Ten 
arkne houſands, altogether lovely, and makes him precious to the 
Chri Poul; winning and drawing the Heart with thoſe Motives and 
and h Ancitements to Love, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in that Paſſage 
mote pf Scripture we are upon, vix. the wonderful, free Love of 
1d. D Pod in giving his only begotten Son to die for us, and the 
arłne onderful dying Love of Chriſt to us, who had no Love to him, 


the u ut were his Enemies; as Ver. 9, 10. In this was manifeſted the 
emove Move of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten 
us, an into the World, that we might live through him. Herein is 
Prougl eve: not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent his 


as the" 


the * 70 be the Propitiation /or our Sins. And Ver. 16. And we 
withou# 


ave known and believed the Love that God hath to us. And 


enefi.. Ver. 19. We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. The Spirit 
tes as fFRcites to Love on theſe Motives, and makes the Attributes of 
the Spy Pod as revealed in the Goſpel,” and manifeſted in Chriſt, de- 
the od ightful Objects of Contemplation ; and makes the Soul to long 
ove on tter God and Chriſt, after their Preſence-and Communion, 
born nd Acquaintance with them, and Conformity to chem; and 


89 Live ſo as to pleaſe and honour them: And alſo quells Con- 
41 - ; 8 285 


ixentions umong Men, and gives a Spirit of Peace and Good-wi 4 


46 The Marks of à Work 
dexcites to Ads of outward Kindneſs, and carneſt Deſires of the 7 
Salvation of others Souls; and cauſes a Delight in thoſe thi © 
appear as the Children of God, and Followers of Chrift : | 3 
way, when a-Spirit-operates after this Manner among a People, ; 
there is the higheſt Kind of Evidence of the Influence of: 
rue and divine Spirit. k | e 
Indeed there is a Counterfeit of Love, that often appean 
amongſt thoſe that are led by a Spirit of Delufion : There i 
commonly in the wildeſt Enthufiafts a Kind of Union and A 
fection, that appears in them one towards another, ariſing from! 
Selflove, occaſioned by their agreeing one with anofherin tho 
Things wherein they greatly differ from all others, and fol. 
rhich they are che Obledts of the Ridicule of all the reſt of Man 
Kind; Which naturally will cauſe them ſo much the more tc 
prize the Eſteem they obſerve in each other, of thoſe Peculiar. 
ties that make them the Objects of others Contempt: So thi 


Ancient Grofticks, and the wild Fanaticks that appeared in th ©. 


ginning of the Reformation, boaſted of their great Love on 
to another; one Sect of them, in particular, calling themſelve iy 
the Family of Love. But this is quite another Thing than tha 
Chriftian Love that J have juſt deſcribed ; tis only the Workin! þ 
of a natural Self-love, and no true Benevolence, any more that 
the Union and Friendſhip which may be among a 3 oh 
Pirates, that are at War with all the reſt of the World. Ther 
Is Tufficient ſaid in this Paſſage of St. John that we are upon 
of the Nature and Motive of a truly Chriſtian Love, thorowh 
to diftmguiſh it from all ſuch Counterfeits. It is Love tha 
ariſes from an Apprehenſion of the wonderful Riches of fre 
Grace, and Sovereignty of God's Love to us, in Chriſt Jefus 
being attended with a Senſe of our own utter Unworthineſs, 3 
in ourſelves the Enemies and Haters of God and Chriſt, and with 
a Renunciation of all our own Excellency and Righteouſneß 
See Ver. 9, Io, Ir, and 19. The ſureſt Character of true d 
vine ſupernatural Love, diftingaithing it from Counterfeits th 
do ariſe from a natural Self-love, is that That Chriſtian Virtu 
ſhinesin it, that does above all others renounce, and abaſe, ant 
annihilate Self, viz. Humility. Chriſtian Love, or true Charity, 
is an humble Love, 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5. Charity vaunteth m 
it ſelf; is not puſſed up, doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſecket| | 
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not her own, is not eaſily provoked. When therefore we ſee Low ha 
in Perſons attended with a Senſe of their own Littleneſs, Vile p 
neſs, Weakneſs, and utter Inſufficiency; and ſo with Self-dif he 
Adence, Self-emptineſs, Self- renunciation, and Poverty of Spi Pin 
rit, chere are he manifeſt Tokens of the Spirit of God: Hen! 


—— 


A OP of The true SprEIr . 77 
Lil, Gat thus dwells in Love, dwells in God, and God im him 
of the The Love the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, as a great Evidence of the 
e tha "Hue Spirit, is God's Love, or Chriſt's: Rove; as Verſe 12. 
A is Love is perfefted in us. What Kind of Love that is, we 


Ae Pay ſee beſt in what appeared in Chriſt, in the Example he ſes 
of ß, when he was here upon Earth. The Love that appeared in 
8 „gat Lamb of God, was not only a Love to Friends, but to 


Fnemies, and a Love attended with a meek and humble 'Spi- 
It; Learn of me, ſays he, for I am meet and lowly in Heart. 
Love and Humility are two Things the moſt contrary to tha 


kror pirit of the Devil, of any Thing in the World; for the Cha- 
ithol ter of that evil Spuit, above all Things, - conſiſts. in Pride 
10 fo nd Malice. | ES | 23 
Man Thus I have particularly ſpoken to the ſeveral Marks the 
arc e Apoſtle gives us of a Work of the true Spirit. There areſome 
uliar) & theſe Things the Devil would not do if he could: Thus, he 
4s — Mould not awaken the Conſcience, and make Men ſenſible of 
i 


\ [9 tr miſerable State by Nature, by reaſon of Sin, and ſenſihle 
Son e their. great Need of a Saviour: And he would not confirm 
el ve Nen in a Belief that Jeſus is the Son of God, and the Saviour 
WF Sinners, or raiſe Mens Value and Efteem of him: He 
orkin ould not be et in Mens Minds an Opinion of the Neceſſity, 
e tha fefulneſs an Truth of the Holy Scriptures, or incline them to 
my o earken to them, or make much Uſe of them; nor would he 
Ther about to ſhew Men the Truth, in Things that concern their 
bonus Intereſt ; to undeceive them, and lead them ont of Darke. 
, s into Light, and give them a View of Things as they are in- 
'e tha weed. And there are other Things that the Devil neither can 
f fre or will do: He will not give Men a Spirit of Divine Love, or 
Jets Phriſtian Humility and Poverty of Spirit; nor could he if he 
ls, ould: He can't give thoſe Things which he has not himſelf: 
d with heſe. Things are as contrary as poſſible to his Nature. And 
uſneß Perefore, when there is an extraordinary Influence or Operation 
nen. Wpearing on the Minds of a People, if theſe Things are found 
ts tu it, we are ſafe in determining that it is the Work of God, 
Virtu Whatever other Circumſtances it may be attended with, whatever 
i ſtruments are improved, whatever Methods are taken to pro- 
harity mote it; whatever Means a ſovereign God, whoſe Judgments 
th "18 e a great Deep, makes uſe of to carry it on; and whatever 
ſee ke Notions there may be of the Animal Spirits, whatever Effects 
{= ay be wrought on Mens Bodies. Theſe Marks, that the 
TY \poſtle has given us, are fufficient to ſtand alone, and ſupport 
lf 8 . emſelves ; and, wherever they be, they plainly ſnew the 
f 5 Enser of God, and are ſufficient to outweigh a Thouſand ſuch 
: d dle Objections as many make from Oddities, W 
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Profeſſors. 5 7 6 £70. ! <0 
Object. But here ſome may object againſt the Sufficiency of 


Gifts of the Holy Spirit, in Viſions, Revelations, Prophecies, 


and Errors in Conduct, and the Deluſions and Scandals of ſome h. 


the Marks given, what the . Apoſtle. Paul fays, in the 2 Cor. th, 
Xi. 13, 14. For ſuch are 2 Apoſtles, dereitful Workers, tranſ- Wy 
forming themſelves into. t 2 of Chriſt; and no Marvel, 
for Satan himſelf it transformed into an Angel of Light. Mt 
To which I anſwer, That this can be no Objection againſt Wy 
the Sufficiency of theſe Marks to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from ii 
the falſe Spirit, in thoſe falſe Apoſtles and falſe Prophets, which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, in whom the Devil was transformed into ec 
an Angel of Light: Becauſe it is principally with a View to themWha 
that the Apoſtles gives theſe Marks; as appears by the Words: offh;c 
the Text, Believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether rte 
they are of God: And this is the Reaſon he gives, Becauſe many { 
falſe Prophits are gone out into the World: * There are many v. 
gone out into the World, that are the Miniſters of the Devil, that We 
* transform themſelves into the Prophets of God, in whom the 8p 
Spirit of the Devil is transformed into an Angel of Light; there- | 
« fore try the Spirits by theſe Rules that I ſhall give you, that 
© you may be able to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from the falſe 
Spirit, under ſuch a crafty Diſguiſe. ' * Thoſe falſe Prophet: 
the Apoſtle John ſpeaks of, are doubtleſs the ſame ſort of Men 
with thoſe falſe: Apoſtles, and deceitful Workers, that the Apoſtle wha 
Paul ſpeaks of, in that Place in the 2d of Corinthians, in whom el 
the Devil was transformed into an Angel of Light: And therefore Ohſe 
we may be ſure that theſe Marks the Apoſtle gives are eſpecial-ggn 
ly adapted to diſtinguiſh between the true Spirit, and the Devil? 
transformed into an Angel of Light, becauſe they are given 
eſpecially for that End; that is the Apoſtle's: declared Purpoſe Þ 
and Deſign to give Marks by which the true Spirit may be . 
diftinguiſhed from that Sort of Counterfeite. Mer 
And if we look over what is ſaid about theſe falſe Prophets, 
and falſe Apoſtles,' (as there is much ſaid about them in the New WM 
Teſtament) and take notice in what Manner the Devil was tran 
formed into an Angel of Light in them, we ſhall not find any 
Thing that in the leaſt injures the Suffictency of theſe Marks to 
diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from theſe Counterfeits. The Devil 
transformed himſelf into an Angel of Light, as there was in 
them a Shew and great Boaſts of extraordinary Knowledge inal 
Divine Things; Col. ii. 8. 1 Tim. i. 6, 7. and Chap. vi. 3, 4, 5. 
2 Tim. ii. 14, 16, 17, 18. Tit. i. 10, 16. Hence their Fol- m 
lowers called themſelves Gnoſticks, from their great pretended M/ 
Knowledge: And the Devil in them mimicked the miraculous 
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Miracles, and the immediate Conduct of the Spirit in what 
hey did. Hence they are called falſe Apoſtles and falſe Pro- 
- Tphets. See Mat. xxiv. 24. Again, there was a falſe Shew of, 
7 of ind lying Pretences to, great Holineſs and Devotion in Words: 
Cor. Ram. Xvi. 17, 18. Eph. iv. 14. Hence they are called deceirful = 
Workers, and Wells, and Clouds without Water, 2 Cor. xi. 13. 
Pet. ii. 17. Jude 12. There was alfo in them a'Shew'of 
Wctraordinary Piety and Righteouſneſs in their ſuperſtitious 


inſt Worſhip, Col. ii. 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 8 So they had a 
romYWlle, proud and bitter Zeal, Gal. iv. 17, 18. 1 Tim. 1. 6. and 
hich] hap. vi. 4, 5. and likewiſe a falſe Shew of Humility, in af. 
into cting an extraordinary outward Meanneſs and Dejection, when 
hemWdecd they were vainly puffed up with their fleſhly Mind, and 


Is: offÞade a Righteouſneſs of their Humility, and were exceedingly 
ther Afted up with their eminent Piety, Col. ii. 18, 23. But how 
aanyſſ ſuch Things as theſe, in the leaſt, . injure thoſe Things that 
2419 ve: been mentioned as the diſtinguiſhing Evidences of the 
the Beſides ſuch vain Shews which may be from the Devil, there 


nere- q common Influences of the Spirit, which are often miſtaken _ 
that faving Grace: But theſe are out of the Queſtion, becauſe 
_ they are not ſaving, yet are the Work of the true Spirit. 
phets 6 JJJCCCCͥͤ ĩ³Üĩ*wÄ.; On oF | f LY, E-FRITT 


Men Having thus fulfilled what I at firſt propoſed, in conſidering 
zoſtle Mat are the certain, diſtinguiſhing Marks, by which we may 
hom ffely. proceed in judging of any Work that falls under our 
efore Obſervation,, whether it be the Work of the Spirit of Goꝗ 

ecial- H no; I now proceed to the . "PT 0 ERS, 
Devil?“ 1 | 
given AP P'EÞT © AF 1 Q:+N;; 
roſe Þ —... rect Mts. £20 
ay be H. From what has been faid, I will venture to draw thi 

Merrence, viz. That that extraordinary Influence that has lately 
phets, Meared on the Minds of the People abroad in this Land, rawfing 
New i hem an uncommon Concern and Engagedneſs of Mind about t 
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tran-IW-2g5 of r is undoubtedly, in the general, from the Spi- 
d any of God. There are but two Things that need to be known; 
rks to order to ſuch a Work's being judged of, viz. Fact, and 


Devil! 
Vas in 


Ves. The Rules of the Word of God we have had laid be- 
us; and, as to Facts, there are but two Ways that we can 


ige in me at them, ſo as to be in a Capacity to compare them with 
„ 4, Rules, either by our own — or by Information 
r Fo m others that have had O nity to obſerve,” 
ended As to this Work, that has lately been carried on in the Land 
culous re are many Things concerning it chat are notorious, and 
hecies, wy | : . known 
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known by every Body, (unleſs it be ſome that have been very - 
much out of the Way of obſerving and hearing indeed) that, un- 
Jeſs the Apoſtle John was out in his Rules, are ſufficient to de. T. 
termine it to be in general the Work of God. "Tis notorious, b 
that the Spirit that is at Work, takes off Perſons Minds from the gc 
Vanities of the World, and engages them in a deep Concern 1 
about a future and eternal Happineſs in another World, and n. 
puts them upon earneſtly ſeeking their Salvation, and convinces p. 
them of the Dreadfulneſs of Sin, and of their own guilty ande 
miſerable State as they are by Nature. Tis notorious, that i. 
awakens Mens Conſciences, and makes them ſenſible of thine 
Dreadfulneſs of God's Anger, and cauſes in them a great De 


I 
| fire and earneſt Care and Endeavour to obtain his Favour. *'Tilhd 


notorious, that it puts them upon'a more diligent Improvemen np 
of the Means of Grace which God has appointed. Tis alſo no ai 
torious, that, in general, it works in Perſons a greater Regan tl 
to the Word of God, and Deſire of hearing and reading of i Mir 
and to be more converſant with the holy Scriptures than the n 
uſed to be. And tis notoriouſly manifeſt, that the Spirit thi 
is at Work, in general, operates as a Spirit of Truth, makin Mei 
Perſons more ſenſible of what is really true, in thoſe Thins WW 
that concern their eternal Salvation: As, that they muſt die, an e 
that Life is very ſhort and uncertain; that there is a great Sinn 
hating God that they are accountable to, and will fix them Wt 
an eternal State in another World; and that they ſtand in gre ae 
Need of a Saviour. Tis furthermore notorious, that the Spin 
that is at Work makes Perſons more ſenſible of the Value of thi 
Jeſus that was crucified, and their Need of him; and that Mie 
= them upon earneſtly ſeeking an Intereſt in him, It canin, 
e but that theſe Things ſhould be apparent to People in generic: 
through the Land; for theſe Things be not done in a Corne ie 
the Work that has been wrought has not been confined to a f d 
Towns in ſome remoter Parts of the Land, but has been carriWn' 
on in many Places in all Parts of the Land, and in moſt of tp 
principal and. moſt populous and publick Places in it, (Chu 
in this Reſpect has wrought amongſt us, in the ſame Mam ut 
that he wrought his Miracles in Judea) and has now been come. 
tinued for a conſiderable Time; ſo that there has been a gralluc! 
deal of Opportunity to obſerve the Manner of the Work. Ade 
all ſuch as have been much in the Way of obſerving the Wo Hp 
and have been very converſant with thoſe that have been Mat 
Subjects of it, do ſee a great deal more, that, by the Rules n 


the Apoſtle, does clearly and certainly ſhew it to be the Wot | 
of God. ot Wer 
And here I would obſerve, that the Nature and TendencyÞ2n 
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un- Ak Spirit that is at Work, may be determined with much greater 
o de- Wertainty, and leſs Danger of being impoſed upon, when it is 
10us, c<bſerved in a great Multitude of People of all Sorts,” and in va- 
n the Wous different Places, than when it is only ſeen in a few, in 
cer me particular Place, that have been much converſant one with 
„and Mother. A few particular Perſons may agree to put a Cheat 
inces pon others, by a falſe Pretence, and profeſſing Things that 
7 anUWey never were conſcious to in their own Minds: But when the 
hat Vork is ſpread over great Part of a Country, in Places diſtant 
of thehne from another, among People of all Sorts, and all Ages, and 
t De Multitudes of Perſons, of ſound Minds, good Underſtanding 
'Ti\Wd known Integrity; there would be the greateft Abſurdity in 
emenWppoſing, that, by all the Obſervation that can be made by all 
ſo noat is heard from them, and ſeen in them for many Months to- 
Legau ther, by thoſe that are moſt intimate with them in theſe Af- 
of i Mrs, and have long been acquainted with them, that yet it 
n the Ain't be determined what Kind of Influence the Operation they 
it th i under has upon Peoples Minds, whether it tends to awaken 
nakin Weir Conſciences, or to ſtupify them; whether it tends: to in- 
Thing he them more to ſeek their Salvation, or neglect it; whether 
e, anWſcems to confirm them in a Belief of the Scriptures, or to lead 
at Siuhem to Deiſm ; whether it makes them have more Regard to 
1em great Truths of Religion, or leſs; and ſo in other Thin 
n gre here is probably no particular Perſon here preſent, that think 
e SpirWWnſelf to have a Right to be treated as one of a ſound Min 
of th common Senſe, and Veracity, but would think himfelf 
that Bled, if he ſhould declare to others, that he had altered his 
It canWnd in theſe and thoſe Particulars; he now found himſelf con- 
generMced of the Truth of this or that, that formerly he did not 
orneſieve; and that he found in himſelf ſuch and ſuch Fears, that 
to a fè don't uſe to have; or: found a greater Averſion than he =_ 
1 carrigWPnt to have, or a greater Eſteem and Affection to ſuch an 
t of Things; and thoſe, that he made ſuch a Profeſſion to: would 
(Chu belicve him, tho' they had long been converſant with him, 
Manna tho he perſiſted in this Profeſſion for many Months together, 
en cos nothing appeared in him but what agreed thereto, But 
1 a grmuch more unreaſonable it would be, when ſuch Profeſſions are 
k.  Almade, not by a particular Perſon only, but a great Part of a 
e Wop in a Land, to ſuppoſe that they all agree in profeſſing 
at indeed they do not feel in their Souls. . RET 
Rules And here it is to be obſerved, That for Perſons to profeſs 


ne Welt they are convinced of theſe or thoſe Divine Truths; or 
r they eſteem and love ſuch Divine Things, in a ſaving 
dencyWMnner ; and for them to profeſs, that they are more convin- 


Mor confirmed in the Truth of them than they uſed to hes 
MW - G 2 and 
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and find that they have a greater Regard to them than 'beforel 
ey had; are two very different Things. Perſons of Honeſty I 
and common Senſe, have much greater Right to demand Cre. 
[119% dit to be given to the latter Profeſſion, than to the former; 
1 (cho in the former it is vaſtly leſs likely that a People, in ge 
b neral, ſhould be deceived, than ſome particular Perſons.) Bu 
whether Perſons Convictions, and the Alteration in their Diſf 
poſttions and Affections, be in a Degree and Manner that 
ſaving, is beſide the preſent Queſtion. If there be ſuch Effe 
on Peoples Judgments, Diſpoſitions and Affections, as hay 
14 been ſpoken of, whether they be in a Degree and Manner thy 
1 is ſaving or no, it is nevertheleſs a Sign of the Influence of thi 
1 Spirit of God. Scripture- rules ſerve to diſtinguiſh the com 
mon Influences of the Spirit of God, as well as thoſe that at 
faving, from the Influence of other Cauſes .. 
And as I am one that, by the Providence of God, have fl 
me Months paſt been much amongſt thoſe that have been ti 
ubjects of that Work that has of late been carried on in ti 
Land; and particularly, have been abundantly in the Way (in 
ſeeing and obſerving thoſe extraordinary Things that man gl 
{ery ks been much ſtumbled at; ſuch as Perſons crying oi 
il aloud, ſhrieking, being put into great Agonies of Body, al 
8 deprived of their bodily Strength, and the like; and that © 
it many different Towns; and have been very particularly col 
| PRO nc great Numbers of ſuch, both in the Time of tha; 
1 the Subjects of ſuch extraordinary Influences, and aft 
Wl! Wards from Time to Time; and have ſeen the Manner ail 
| | Iſſue of ſuch Operations, and the Fruits of them, for ſever 


| Months together; many of them being Perſons that I hail 
1 long known, and have been intimately acquainted with the 
4 in Soul- concerns, befote and ſince: So 1 look upon myill 
1 called on this Occaſion to give my Teftimony, that ſo far 
the Nature and Tendency of ſuch a Work is capable of fall 
under the Obſervation of a By-ftander, to whom thoſe tu 
have been the Subjects of it have endeavoured to open th] 
Hearts, or can be come at by diligent and particular Enquirw 
this Work has all thoſe Marks that have been ſpoken of, Wai 
very many Inſtances, .in every Article; and particularly Wd 
many of thoſe that have been the Subjects of ſuch extr aon 
nary Operations, all thoſe Marks have appeared in a ven. 
ö / 20 1 eo 
| Thoſe, in whom have been thete uncommon Appearances, hin 
| en of two Sorts ; either thoſe that have been in great Diſtr 
n an Apprehenſion of their Sin and Miſery ; or-thoſe that hp 
been overcome with a ſweet Senſe of the Greatneſs, m_ 
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Kaine and Exceltency of Divine Things. Of the Multitude of 
thoſe of the former Sort, that I have had Opportunity to ob- 
arve, and have been acquainted with, there have been very 


rmer; N, but that by all that could be ' obſerved in them, in of 

in ge Mime of it, or afterwards, their Diſtreſs: has ariſen from re: 

BuWoper Conviction, and a being in a Degree ſenſible of that 
ich was the Truth. And tho“ 1 don't ſuppoſe, when ſuch 


hings were obſerved; to be common, that Perſons have laid 
emſelves under thoſe violent Reſtraints, to avoid outward Ma- 
eſtations of their Diſtreſs, that perhaps they otherwiſe would 
we done: yet there have been very few in whom there has 
Wen an Appearance of feigning or affecting ſuch Manifeſtati- 
Ws, and very many for whom it would have been undoubtedt 
utterly impoſſible for them to avoid them. Generally thofe that 
Nove been in theſe Agonies, have appeared to be in the perfect 
ave follgerciſe of their Reaſon; and thoſe of them that have been 
een tie to ſpeak, have been well able to give an Account of the 
in t cumſtances of their Minds, and. the Cauſe of their Diſtreſs, 

Way the Time of it, and well able to remember and give an Ace 


t man unt afterwards, I have knowm a very few Inſtances of thoſe 
ring ot, in their great Extremity, have for a thort Space been de- 
dy, au ed, in ſome Meafure, of the Uſe of Reaſon; but among the 
that Wny Hundreds, and it may be Thouſands, that have lately been 
fly co ught to ſuch Agonies, I never yet knew one, laſtingly de- 
of thrived of their Reaſon. In ſome that I have known, Melans 
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bly has evidently been mixt; and, when it is ſo, the Diffe- 
ce is very apparent; their Diſtreſſes are of another Kind, and 
Tate quite after another Manner, than when their Diſtreſs is 
m mere Conviction: Tis not Truth only that diſtreſſes them, 
many vain: Shadows and Notions, that won't give · Place 
1 my er to Scripture or Reaſon. Some in their great ' Diſtreſs 
ſo far Ne not been well able to give an Account of themſelves, ox to 
of falllare the Senſe they have of Things, or to explain the Man- 
hoſe tand Cauſe of their Trouble to others, that yet 1 have had 
pen th Reaſon to think were not under proper Convictions, and in 
Enqui: m there has been manifeſted a good Iſſue. But this won't be 
n of, Mall wondred at, by thoſe who have had much to do with Souls 
ularly Aer ſpiritual Pifficinties. Some Things that they are ſenfible 
-xtraon@Ware altogether new to them; their Ideas and inward Senſas 
1 a ves are new, and what they therefore knew not how to ac- 
8 gm modate Language to, or to find Words to expreſs. And 

nces, hifhne who in firtt Enquiry ſay they know not what was the 
t DiſtrWtter with them, on being particularly examined and inter- 
that hu gated, have been able to repreſent their Caſe; tho' of thems 
Wondi es they could not find Expreſſions and Forms of Speech 
fund do it. | | | Some 


The Marks of a Work 1 
Some ay they think that the Terrors that ſuch Perſons are 
that have ſuch Effects on their Bodies, is only a Fright. Buꝗ 
certainly there ought to be a Diſtinction made between a ve 
great Fear, and extreme Diſtreſs, ariſing from an Apprehenſiugl 
of ſome dreadful Truth, that is a Cauſe that is fully proportioh 
nable to ſuch an Effect; and a needleſs cauſeleſs Fright : Whig 
is of two Kinds; either when Perſons are terrified with th d 
which is not the Truth (of this I have ſeen very few Inſtance f. 
unleſs in caſe of Melancholy; ) or ſecondly, when Perſons aff 
under a childiſh Fright, only from ſome terrible outward Appe: 
ance and Noiſe, and a general Notion thence ariſing, that the 
is ſomething or other terrible, they know not what; withoWl 
having in their Minds the Apprehenſion of any particular teſ 
rible Truth whatſoever: Of ſuch a Kind of Fright I have ſean 
very-little Appearance, either among Old or Young. _ 


__ Thoſe that are in ſuch Extremity, commonly expreſs a greg 


Senſe of their exceeding Wickedneſs, the Multitude and Azgrthal 
vations of their actual Sins, and the dreadful Pollution, Enn 
ty and Perverſeneſs of their Hearts, and a dreadful Obſtinaaal 
and Hardneſs of Heart; a Senſe of their great Guilt in the Sig 
of God; and the Dreadfulneſs of the Puniſhment that Sin exp 
ſes to: Very often they have a lively Idea of the horrible Pit 
eternal Miſery ; and at the ſame Time it appears to them, th 
a great God, that has them in his Hands, is exceeding angry will 
them; his Wrath appears amazingly terrible to them. God a 
pearing to them ſo much provoked, and his great Wrath ſo i 
cenſed, they are apprehenſive of great Danger, that he will nr 
bear with them any longer; but will now forthwith cut the 
off, and ſend them down to the dreadful Pit they have in View 
at the ſame Time ſeeing no Refuge. They ſee more and mol 
of the Vanity of every Thing they uſed to truſt to, and flatt 
themſelves in; till they are brought wholly to deſpair in ) 
and to ſee that they are at the Diſpoſal of the mere Will of i 
God that is ſo angry with them. Very many, in the Midit{l8 
their Extremity, have been brought to an extraordinary Sen Wc 
of their fully deſerving that Wrath and Deſtruction, which Wiſp 
then before their Eyes; and, at the ſame Time that they haf 
feared every Moment that it would be executed upon thenwWEt! 
they have been greatly convinced that it would be altogethligh] 
Juft that it ſhould, and that God is indeed abſolutely SovercigWlls 
And very often, ſome Text of Scripture, expreſſing God's vl 
vereignty, has been ſet home upon their Minds, whereby th 
Minds have been calm'd, and they have been brought, a8 
were, to ly at God's Foot ; and, after great Agonies, a * Ul 
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Light has ariſen, they have been compoſed and quiet, in a 
are in d of Submiſſion to a juſt and ſovereign God; but their bo- 
Bu Strength much ſpent, and ſometimes their Lives, to Ap- 
2 'Venp@rance, almoſt gone: And then Light has appeared, and a: 
enfiogious Redeemer, with his wonderful, all- ſufficient Grace, has 
5ortioda@n repreſented to them often in ſome ſweet Invitation of Scrip- 
Which. Sometimes the Light comes in ſuddenly, ſometimes more 
ch th dually, filling their Souls with Love, Admiration, Joy, and 
tance f.abaſement; drawing forth their Hearts in longing after the 
ns Aellent lovely Redeemer, and Longings to ly in the Duſt be- 
ppeif e him; and Longings that others might behold him, and em- 
t thence him, and be delivered by him; and Longings to live to” 
ithowWGlory ; but ſenſible that they can do nothing of themſelves, 
ar teſearing vile in their own Eyes, and having much of a Jea- 
re ſeanlly over their own Hearts. And all the Appearances of a real 
Ange of Heart have followed; and Grace has acted, from 
a'gre ha e to Time, after the ſame Manner that it uſed to act in 
Azgrtiate that were converted formerly, with the like Difficulties, 
Enn'E@wptations, Buffetings, and like Comforts; excepting that, in 
ſftinamally, Light and Comfort has been in higher Degree than or- 
e Siga ry. Many very young Children have been thus wrought: 
exp. There have been ſome Inſtances very much like thoſe: 
e Pit WMmoniacks that we read of, Mark i. 26. and Chap. ix. 26, of: 
n, tim we read, that when the Devil had cried with a loud Voice, 
ry wil rent them ſore, he came out of them. And probably thoſe. 
Jod aMWances were deſigned for a Type of ſuch Things as theſe. 
1 ſo ie have ſeveral Turns of great Agonies, before they are de- 
vill n red; and ſome have been in ſuch Diſtreſſes, and it has paſs'd 
it theßß and no Deliverance at all has followed. | 2 5 
Vie dome object againſt it, as great Confuſion, when there is a 
d mo nber together, in ſuch Circumſtances, making a Noiſe; and 
1 flat God can't be the Author of that, becauſe he is the God 
in Order, not of Confuſion. But let it be confidered, what is 
| of M roper Notion of Confuſion, but the breaking that Order of 
Midſt Mygs, whereby they are properly diſpoſed, and duly directed 
y Sen Weir End, ſo that, the Order and due Connection of Means be- 
v hich broken, they fail of their End? But Conviction and Conver- 
ey hal of Sinners is the obtaining the End of religious Means, Not 
n thedbuEthat I think that Perſons that are thus extraordinarily moved 
ogethigb1d. endeavour to refrain from ſuch outward Manifeſtations, 
vereigWat they well can, and ſhould refrain to their utmoſt, in the 
24's HHne of the folemn Worſhip. But if God is pleaſed to con- 
by thehce the Conſciences of Perſons, ſo that they camt avoid great 
it, a5 Wward Manifeſtations, even to the interrupting and breaking 
1 wmoſe publick Means they were attending, L don't think this: 
g 15 
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is Confuſion, or in unhappy Interruption, , any more than if 4 
Company ſhould meet on. the Field to pray for Rain, and ſhoulq 
be broken off from their Exerciſe by a plentiful Shower. Would 
to God that all the publick Aſſemblies in the Land were broken 
off from their publick Exerciſes with ſuch Confuſion as this the 
next Sabbath-Day.!! We need not be ſorry for the breaking the 
Order of the Means, by obtaining the End to which that Or- 
der is. directed. He that is going a Journey to fetch, a Trea- e 
ſure, need not be ſorry that he is ſtopped, by meeting the 
Freaſure in the Midſt of his Journey, mm. 
BgBeſides thoſe that are overcome with Conviction and Diſtreſs, 
IJ have ſeen many of late, that have had their badily Strength 
taken away with a Senſe of the glorious Excellency. of the Re- 
deemer, and the Wonders of his dying Love; with a very un- 
common Senſe. of their ownLittlenefs, and exceeding Vileneſs 
attending it, with all Expreſſians. and Appearances of the great- 
eft Abaſement and Abhorrence of themſelves : . And not only 
new Converts, but many that were, as we hope, formerly con- 
verted, | whoſe” Love and Joy has been attended with a Flood 
of Tears, and a great Appearance of Contrition and Humilia« 
tion, eſpecially for their having. lived no more to God's Glory 
fince their Converſion ; with a far greater Sight of their Vile- 
neſs, and the Evil of their Hearts, than ever they had; with! 
an exceeding Earneſtneſs of Deſire to live better for the Time 
to come, but attended with greater Self- diffidence than ever: 
And many have been even overcome with Pity to the Souls 
of others, and longing for their Salvation. 
And many other Things I might mention in this extraordi- 
nary Work, anſwering to every one of thoſe Marks that have 
been inſiſted on. So that, if the Apoſtle John knew how to: 
give Signs of a Work of the true Spirit, this is ſuch a Work. 
Providence has caſt my Lot in a Place where the Work. off 
God has formerly been carried on: I had the Happineſs to be 
ſettled in that Place two Years with the venerable SropDARD; 
and was then acquainted with a Number that, during that Sea - 
ſon, were wrought upon und his Miniſtry; and have been 
intimately acquainted with the Experiences of many others, that 
were wrought upon before under his Miniſtry, in a Manner a- 
greeable ro his Doctrine, and the Doctrine of all orthodox Di - 1 
vines; and of late that Work has been carried on there, with 
very much of theſe! uncommon Operations: But tis apparent. 
to all to be the ſame Work, not only that was wrought there] 
ſix or ſeven Years ago, but elder Chriſtians there know it to baſk? 
the fame Work that was carried an there, in their former Paftor's 
Days, cho there be fome. new. Circumſtances. And certainly. 
25 | | : Wy 
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— ve muſt throw by all the Talk of Converſion and Chriſtian Ex- 
mg perience; and not only ſo, but we muſt throw. by our Bibles, 
ken and give > revealed Religion, if this be not in general the 
the Work of od. Not that I ſuppoſe that the Degree of the In- 
the fluence of the Spirit of God, is to be determined by the De- 


gree of Effect on Mens Bodies; or that thoſe are always the 


— deft Experiences, that have the greateſt Influence on the Body. 
And as to the Imprudences and Irregularities and Mixture of 


Deluſion that have been it is not at all to be wondred at, that 
Reformation, after a long- continued and almoſt univerſal 
Deadneſs, fhould at firſt, when the Revival is new, be attended 
rith ſuch Things. In the firſt Creation God did not make a 


— ompleat World at once; but there was à great deal of Imper- 
eſt ection, Darkneſs, and Mixture of Chaos and Confuſion, after 
reat- (ood firſt faid, Let there be Light, before the Whole ſtood forth 


n perfect Form. When God at firſt began his great Work fot 
Ihe Deliverance of his People, after their long-continued Bon- 
Wage in Egypt, there were falſe Wonders mix'd with true, for 


ann while; which hardned the unbelieving Egypriants and made 
Jory lem to doubt of the Divinity of the whole Work. When the 
Vile Thudzen of 1/rael firlt went abous bringing up the Ark of God, 


ter it had long been neglected, and had been long abſent, 


_— hey ſought not the Lord after the due Order, 1 Chren. xv. 13. 
ever: At the Time when the Sons of God came to preſent themſelves 


Souls Pefore the Lord, Satan came alſo among them. And Solomon's 
Whips, when they brought Gold and Silver and Pearls, alſo brought 
ſpes and Peacocks, When Day-light firſt appears after a Night 
f Darkneis, we muſt expect to have Darkneſs mix'd with 
ight, for a while, and not have perfect Day, and the Sun 
Wien at once. The Fruits of the Earth are firſt green, before 
rk. of hey are ripe, and come to their proper Perfection gradually ; 
Ind ſo, Chriſt tells us, is the Kingdom of God, Mark iv. 26, 
7, 28. So is the Kingdom of Ged, as if a Man.ſhould caſt Seed 
Into the Ground, and ſhould fleep, and riſe Night and Day, and 
he Seed ſhould ſpring aud grow up, he knoweth not how : For the 
chat Ertl bringeth forth Fruit of herſelf, firſt the Blade, then the 
„Far, then the full Corn in the Ear. . 
| The Imprudences and Errors that have attended this Work 
Pre the leſs to be wondred at, if it be conſidered, that it is chief- 
young Perſons that have been the Subjects of it, who have 
eſs Steadineſs and Experience, and are in the Heat of Youth, 
Ind much more ready to run to Extremes. Satan will keep“ 
Men ſecure as long as he can; but, when he can do that. no 
onger, he often endeavours to drive them to Extremes, and ſo 


J diſnonour God, and wound . that Way. And 3 
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purer and ſweeter than that which before did more raiſe their 


leſs it has been one Occafion of much of the Miſconduct there 
has been, that, in many Places, People that are the Subjects of 
this Work of God's Spirit, ſee plainly that their Miniſters have 37 
an ill Opinion of the Work; and therefore, with juſt Reaſon, he 
durſt not apply themſelves to em as their Guides in this Work; 
and ſo are without Guides: And no wonder that, when aPeo- . 
le are as Sheep without a Shepherd, they wander out of the ;,; 
Way. A People, in ſuch Circumſtances eſpecially, ſtand in ,, | 


great and continual need of Guides, and their Guides ſtand in I chi. 
continual need of much more Wiſdom than they have of their W þec 


own. And if a People have Miniſters that favour the Work, IF «;,, 
and rejoice in it, yet tis not to be expected that either People WW * » 
or Miniſters ſhould know ſo well how to conduct themſelves in Tir 
ſuch an extraordinary State of Things, while it is new, and We 
What they never had any Experience of before, as they may, ¶ cee. 
after they have had Experience, and Time to ſee the Tenden- W mo, 
cy, Conſequences and Iſſue of Things. The happy Influence fing 
of Experience is very manifeſt at this Day, in the People among Chr 
whom God has ſettled my Abode. The Work of God, that has W that 
been carried on there this Year, has been much purer than that W and 


Which was wrought there ſix Years before: It has ſeem'd to be pect 
more purely ſpiritual ; freer from natural and corrupt Mixtures, Wor 


and any Thing favouring of enthuſiaſtick Wildneſs and Extra- and 
vagance: It has wrought more by deep Humiliation and Abaſe - ¶ ſtoo 
ment before God and Men; and they have been much freer kne; 
from Imprudences and Irregularities. And particularly there ny 
has been a remarkable Difference in this Reſpect, That where-W him 
as many before, in their Comforts and Rejoicings, did too much poui 
Forget their Diſtance from God, and were ready in their Con- Con 
verſation together of the Things of God, and of their own Ex- aw 
periences, to talk with too much of an Air of Lightneſs, and wo; 
ſomething of Laughter; now they ſeem to have no Diſpoſitionſ their 
to it, but rejoice with a more ſolemn, reverential, humble Joy; 
as God directs the Princes of the Earth, Pſal. ii. 11. Tis not 
becauſe the Joy is not as great, and in many of them much 
greater: There are many among us, that were wrought upon in 
that former Scaſon, that have now had much greater Commu 
nications from Heaven than they had then; but their Rejoicing 
operates in another Manner; it only abaſes and ſolemnizetheir 
them; breaks their Hearts, and brings them into the Duſt: neſs. 
Now, when they ſpeak of their Joys, it is not with Laughter poſec 
but a Flood of Tears. Thus, thoſe that laughed before, weepſ led it 
now; and yet, by their, united Teſtimony, their Joy is vaſtly w. 


animal Spirits. They are now more like Jacob, when God ap gt u 
X | peareeq 


on in 
amu— 
icing 
nizes 
Duſt: 
zhter, 
weep 
vaſtly 
their 
2d ap 


deareq; 


of the true Spirit. 59 
peared to him at Bethel, when he ſaw the Ladder that reached 
to Heaven, and faid, How dreadſul is this Place] and like 
Moſes, when God ſhewed him his Glory on the Mount, when 
he made haſte, ana bowed himſelf. unto the Earth. | 

II. Let us all be hence warned, by no means to oppoſe, or do 
any Thing in the leaſt to clog or hinder, that Work that has lately- 
been carried on in the Land, but on the contrary to do our utmoſt: 
to promote it. Now Chriſt is come down from Heaven into 
this Land, in a remarkable and wonderful Work of his Spirit; it 
becomes all his profeſſed Diſciples to acknowledge him, and 
give him Honour, | | 2 | 
The Example of the Jeus, in Chriſt's and the Apoſtles. 
Times, is enough to beget in thoſe that don't acknowledge this 
Work, a great Jealouſy of themſelves, and to make them ex- 
ceeding cautious of what they ſay or do. Chriſt then was in the 
World, and the World knew him not: He came to his ow; profeſ- 
fing People, and his own received him not. That Coming of 
Chriſt had been much ſpoken of in the Prophecies of Scripture 
that they had in their Hands, and had been long expected; 
and yet becauſe Chriſt came in a Manner that they did not ex- 
pe, and that was not agreeable to their carnal Reaſon, they, 
would not own him, but oppoſed him, counted him a Madman, 
and the Spirit that he wrought by, the Spirit of the Devil. They. 
ſtood and wondred at the great Things that were done, and 
knew not what to make of them; but yet they met with ſo ma- 
ny Stumbling-blocks, that they finally could not acknowledge 
him. And, when the Spirit of God came to be ſo wonderfully 
poured out in the Apoſtles Days, they looked upon it to be 
Confuſion and Diſtraction : They were aſtoniſhed by what they 
faw and heard, but not convinced. And eſpecially was the 
Work of God then rejected by thoſe that were moſt conceited of 
their own Underſtanding and Knowledge, agreeable to Jai. 


Irix. 14. Therefore behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous 


Work amongſt this People, even a marvellous Work and a Wonder : 
for the Wiſdom of their wiſe Men ſhall periſh, and the Under- 
ftanding of their prudent Men ſhall be hid. And many of them, 
that had been in Reputation for Religion and Piety, had a great 
Pite againſt the Work, becauſe they ſaw it tended to diminith, 
their Honour, and to reproach their Formality and Lukewarm- 
neſs. Some, upon theſe Accounts, maliciouſly and openly op- 
poſed and reproached the Work of the Spirit of God, and cal- 
led it the Work of the Devil, againſt inward Conviction; and 
ſo were guilty of the unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
There is another Coming of Chriſt, a ſpiritual Coming, to 
et up his Kingdom in the World, that is as much ſpoken of in 
| Hz SCI1P2 
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Reaſon to think, from what is faid of it, will be, in many 
Reſpects, parallel with the other, And certainly, that low State 
that the viſible Church of God has lately been ſunk into, is ci 
very parallel with the State of the Fewiſh Church, when tc 
Chriſt came; and therefore no Wonder at all, that, when Chriſt |# V 
comes, his Work ſhould appear a ſtrange Work to moſt; yea, 1 
it would be a Wonder if it ſhould be otherwiſe. Whether the ſt 

Work that is now wrought be the Beginning of that great | re 
Coming of Chriſt to ſet up his Kingdom, that is ſo much ſpoken |} 
of, or ho-; yet it is evident from what has been faid, that it tc 
is a Work of the ſame Spirit, and of the ſame Nature. And there 4: 
is no Reaſon to doubt, but that, for Perſons to continue long 7 
to refuſe to acknowledge Chriſt in the Work, eſpecially thoſe 0 
that are ſet to be Teachers in his Church, will be in like Man- lie 

ner provoking to God, as it was in the Jeus of old to re- be 

fuſe to acknowledge Chriſt; and that notwithſtanding what they gr 

may plead of the great Stumbling- blocks that are in the Way, u 

and the Cauſe they have to doubt of the Work. The Teachers w 

of the Jewiſh Church found innumerable Stumbling- blocks, that E 
were to them inſuperable: There were many Things appeared ea 

Ih Chriſt, and in the Work of the Spirit after his Aſcenfion, ne 

that were exceeding ſtrange to em; they were aſſured that they He 

had juſt Cauſe for their Scruples: Chrift and his Work were to it 
the Jews a Stumbling-block ; But bleſſed is he, fays Chriſt, who -- 
foever ſhall. not be offended (or fumbled) in me. As ſtrange and pr 
as unexpected as the Manner of Chriſt's Appearance was, yet th 
he had not been long in Judea working Miracles, before all St 
thoſe that had Opportunity to obſerve, and yet refuſed to ac-· ve 
knowledge him, brought fearful Guilt upon themſelves in the fre 
Sight of God; and Chriſt condemned them, that tho' they could fu 
Aiſcern the Face of the Sky, and of the Earth, yet they could nt} m 
#iſcern the Signs of theſe Times: And why, ſays he, even of your - W. 
felves, judge ye not what is right? Luke xii. at the latter End. fic 
Tis not to be ſuppoſed that the great JEHOVAH has bow- in 
ed the Heavens and come down into this Land, and appeared] of 
here now for ſo long a Time, in ſuch a glorious Work of his 22. 
Power and Grace, in ſo extenſive a Manner, in the moſt pu- 
blick Places of the Land, and almoſt all Parts of it, without gi- 
ving ſuch Evidences of his Preſence, that great Numbers, and 
even many Teachers in his Church, can remain guiltle& in his 
Sight, without ever receiving and acknowledging him, and 
Packen him Honour, and appearing to rejoice in his gracious 
reſence; or without ſo much as once giving him Thanks 95 a 


— 


of the true SI T2. er 
nat d glorious and bleſſed a Work of his Grace, wherein his 
we Goodneſs does more appear than if he had beſtowed on us all 
ny the temporal Bleſſings that the World affords. A long- continued 
ate Silence, in ſuch a Caſe, is undoubtedly provoking to God, eſpe- 
is cially in Minifters ; it is a ſecret kind of Oppoſition, that really 
nen tends to hinder the Work: Such filent Miniſters ſtand in the 
wiſt Way of the Work of God, as Chriſt ſaid of old, He that is not 
ea, with us is againſt us. Thoſe that ſtand wondring at this 
the  firange Work of God; not knowing What to make of it, and 
reat | refuſing to receive it, and ready it may be ſometimes to ſpeak ' 
ken contemptibly of it, as it was with the Jews of old, would do well 
it it to conſider and tremble at St. Paul's Words to them, Acts xiii, 
nere 40, 41. Beware therefore leſs that come upon you, which is ſpokes 
ang 7 in the Prophets, Behold, ye Deſpiſers, and wonder ani perifh ; 
hoſe for I work a Work in your Days, which you 22 in #0wiſe be- 
lan- lieve, tho a Man declare it unto you, And thoſe that can't 
re- believe the Work to be true, becauſe of the extraordinary De- 
they gree and Manner of it, ſhould conſider how it was with the 
Vay, unbelieving lord in Samaria, who faid, Behold, if the Lord 
chers would make Windows in Heaven, might this Thing be? To whom 
that Eliſha ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſeeit with thine Eyes, but ſhalt not 
ared eat thereof. Let all to whom this Work is a Cloud and Dark- 
fion, K neſs, as the Pillar of Cloud and Fire was to the Egyprians, take 
they || heed that it be not their Deſtruction, as that was theirs, while 
re to it gate Light to God's Iſrael. "3 DR 
. bi would pray thoſe that quiet themſelves. with that, that they 
e and proceed on a Principle of Prudence, and are waiting to fee what 
yet the Iſſue of Things will be, and what Fruits thoſe that are the 
re all Subjects of this Work will bring forth in their Lives and Con- 
o ac-· verſations, would conſider, whether this will juſtify a long re. 
n the fraining from acknowledging Chriſt when he appears fo wonder- 
could fully and graciouſly preſent in the Land. Tis probable that 
d not many of thoſe that are thus waiting, know not what they are 
your- Waiting for: If they wait to ſee a Work of God without Dif- 
nd: ficulties and Stumbling-blocks, that will be like the Fool's wait- 
bow-] ing at the River-fide to have the Water all run by. A Work 
eared}} of God without Stumbling-blocks is never to be expected: it 
of his] muſt needs be that Offences come. There never yet was am 
ſt pu- great Manifeſtation that God made of himſelf to the World, 
ut gi- without many Difficulties attending it. It is with the Works 
„ and of God, as tis with the Word of God; they are full of thoſe 
in his] Things that ſeem ſtrange and inconſiſtent and difficult to the 
, and earnalunbelieving Hearts of Men. Chriſt and his Work always 
acious was, and always will be, a Stone of Stumbling, and Rock of 
ks for Offence; a Gin and a Snare to many, The Prophet :Hojea, 
3 = .M 
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in the laſt Chap. of his Prophecy, ſpeaking of a glorious Revi- 


val of Religion in God's Church, when God would be as the 
Dew unto Iſrael, and he ſhould grow as the Lily, and caſt forth 
his Roots as Lebanon, his Branches ſhould ſpread, &c. concludes 
all thus, in the laſt Verſe, Who is wiſe ? and he ſhall under- 
ſtand theſe Things; prudent ? and he ſhall know them. For the 
Ways of the Lord are right, and the Juſt ſhall walk in them, but 
the Tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein. | e Rte Bu > VASAT 
- *Tis probable that the Stumbling-blocks that now attend this 
Work will in ſome Reſpects be increaſed, and not diminiſhed ; 
particularly, we probably ſhall ſee more Inſtances of Apoſtacy 
and groſs Iniquity among Profeſſors. And, ifone Kind of Stum- 
bling-blocks are removed, tis to be expected that others will 


come. Tis with Chriſt's Works, as it was with his Parables; 


Things that are difficult to Mens dark Minds, are ordered of 
Purpoſe for the Trial of Perſons Diſpoſitions and ſpiritual Senſe, 
and that Perſons of corrupt Minds, and of an unbelieving, per- 
verſe, cavilling Spirit, ſeeing might ſee and not underſtand. Thoſe 
that are now waiting to ſee the Iſſue of this Work, think they 


ſhall be better able to determine by and by ; but they are-pro- 


bably many of them miſtaken. The Jews that ſaw Chriſt's 
Miracles waited to ſee better Evidences of his being the Meſ- 
fiah ; they wanted a Sign from Heaven, but they waited in 
vain ; their Stumbling-blocks did not diminiſh, but increaſe ; 
they found no End to em, and ſo were more and more hard- 
nedin their Unbelief, Many have been praying for that glo- 
vious Reformation ſpoken of in Scripture, that knew not what 
they have been praying for, (as it was with the Jews when they 
prayed for the Coming of Chriſt) if it ſhould come, they would 
not acknowledge or receive it. | 
This pretendedPrudence of Perſons, in waiting ſo long before 
they acknowledge this Work, will probably in the End prove 
the greateſt Imprudence, in this Reſpect, that hereby they will 
fail of any Share of ſo great a Bleſſing, and will miſs the moſt 
precious Opportunity ef obtaining Divine Light, Grace and 
Comfort, and heavenly and eternal Benefits, that ever God gave 
in New-Ezgland. ' Vhile the glorious Fountain is ſet open in ſo 
wonderful a Manner, and Multitudes flock to it, and receive a 
rich Supply of the Wants of their Souls, they ſtand at a Diſtance 
doubting and wondring, and receive nothing, and are like to 
continue thus till the precious Seaſon is paſt. 3 8 
It is to be wondred at, that thoſe that have doubted of the 
Work that has been attended with ſuch uncommon external Ap- 
pearances, ſhould be eaſy in their Doubts, without taking tho- 
row Pains to inform themſelves, by going where ſuch TR 
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have been to be ſeen, and narrowly obſerving them, and N 
enquiring into them; not contenting themſelves only with obferv=- 
ing two or three Inftances, nor reſting till they were fully in- 
formed by their own Obſcrvation. I don't doubt but that, if this 
Conrſe had been taken, it would have convinced all whoſe Minds 
are not ſhut up againſt Conviction, in a great Degree indeed. 
How greatly have they erred, who, only from the uncertain Re- 
ports of others, have venturgd to ſpeak lightly of thefe Things? 
That Caution of an unbeheving Jew might teach them more Pru- 
dence, Acts v. 38, 39. Refrain from theſe Men, and let them 
alone; for if this Counſel, or this Work be of Men, it will come to 
nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lefs haply 
ye be found to fight againſt God. Whether what has been ſaid 
in this Diſcourſe be enough to convince all that have heard it, 
that the Work that is now carried on in the Land is the Work 
of God, or not; yet I hope that, for the future, they will at leaſt 
hearken to the Caution of Gamaliel that has been now men- 
tioned ; for the future not to oppoſe it, or ſay any Thing a- 
gainſt it, or any Thing that has ſo much as an indirect Tenden- 
cy to bring it into Diſcredit, leſt they ſnould be found to be 
Oppoſers of the Holy Ghoſt. There is no Kind of Sins ſo hurt- 
ful and dangerous to the Souls of Men, as thoſe that are com- 
mitted againſt the Holy Ghoſt. We had better ſpeak againſt 
God the Father, or the Son, than to ſpeak againſt the Holy Spi- 
rit in his gracious Operations on the Hearts of Men: Nothing 
will ſo much tend for ever to prevent oùr having any Benefit of 
his Operations on our own Souls. PQ be! 

If there are any that will ſtill reſolutely. go. on to ſpeak con- 


temptibly of theſe Things, I would beg of them to take heed 


that they be not be guilty of the unpardonable Sin againft the 
-Holy Ghoſt. A.Time when the Haly Spirit is much poured 
out, and Mens Luſts, Lukewarmneſs and Hypocriſy reproached 
by. its. powerful Operations, is the moſt likely Time. of any 
whatſoe ver, for this Sin to be committed. If the Work goes on, 
tis well if among the many that ſnew an Enmity againſt it, and 


reproach it, ſome be. not guilty of this Sin, if none have been 


already. Thoſe that maliciouſſy oppoſe and reproach this Work, 
,and call it the Work of the Devil, want but one Thing of the 
unpardonable Sin, and that is doing it. againſt inward Convi- 
ction. And tho' ſome are ſo prudent, as not openly to oppoſe 
and reproach the Work, yet tis to be feared, at this: Day, 


when the Lord is going forth ſo gloriouſly againſt his Enemies, 


that many that are ſilent and unactive, eſpecially Miniſters, will 
bring that Curſe of the Angel of the Lord upon themſelves, 
Judg. v. 23. Curſe ye Meroz, ſaid the Angel of the Lord: Curſe 
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we bitterly the Inhabitants thereof, uy they came not to the 
Help of the Lord, to the Help of the Lord againſt the Mighty. 
Since the great God has come down from Heaven, and ma- 
nifeſted himſelf in ſo wonderful a Manner in this Land, it is in 
vain for any of us to expect any other than to be greatly af- 
fected by it in our ſpiritual State and Circumſtances, reſpecting 
the Favour of God, one Way or the other. Thoſe that don't | 
become more happy by it, will become far more guilty and 
miſerable. It is always ſo: Such a Seaſon tllat proves an ac- 
eeptable Year, and a Time of great Grace and Favour to them 
that will accept it and improve it, proves a Day of Vengeance | 
to others, Iſa. Ixi. 2. When God ſends forth his Werd, It thall 
not return to him void; much leſs. his Spirit. When Chriſt 
was upon Earth in Judea, many lighted and neglected him; 
but it proved in the Ifſne to be no Matter of Indifference to them: 
God made all that People to feel that Chriſt had been among 
them ;- thoſe that did not feel it to their Comfort, felt it to 
their Sorrow with a Witneſs. When: God only fent the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel to the Children of 1/rael, he declared, That whe 
ther they wonld hear, or whether they would forbear, yet they 
ſhould know that there had been a. Prophet among them. How 
much more may we ſuppoſe, that when God has appeared ſo 
wonderfully in this Land, that he will make every one to know 
that the Great JEHOVAH had been in New-England 2 


Acme new, in he ky. Gris of 
III. and laſt Place, to apply myſelf to thoſe that are the 
Friends of this Work, and have been Partakers of it, and are 
zealons to promote it. Let me earneſtly exhort ſuch zo gi NM, 
diligent heed to themſelves to avoid all Errors and Miſcenduct, to 
and whatſoever ay darken and obſcure the Work, and give Oc-Ithe 
zaſcon to thoſe that ſtand ready to reproach it. The Apoſtle was Hun 
Careful to cut off Occaſion from thoſe that deſired Occaſion. The 
fame Apoſtle exhorts Titus, to maintain that firict Care and; 
Watch over himſelf, that both his Preaching and Behaviour 

might be ſuch as could not be condemned; that he that was f,; 
#be' contrary Part might be aſhamed, having no evil Thing toſs 1, 
ſay of them, Tit. ii. 7, 8. We had need to be wiſe as Serpents, Ern; 
-and harmleſs as Doves. Tis of no ſmall Conſequence, that we ger 
ſhould at this Day behave ourſelves innocently and prudently. 
We muſt expect that the great Enemy of this Work will eſpe- 
cĩally try his utmoſt with us; and he will eſpecially triumph, if y 
he can prevail againſt any of us, in any Thing to blind and mif- nd. 
Jead us: He knows it will do more to further his Purpoſe and 80 
Intereſt, than if he prevailed againſt an hundred others, . We — red 
FL 5 needy” - 
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need to watch and pray, for we are but little ChAdren; this 
„ roring Lion is too ſtrong for us, and this old Serpent too fub- 
ar titfor us. 7 ET N38 


n - Humility and Self.-diffidence, and an intire Dependence on 
af- ur Lord Jeſus Chrift, will be our beſt Defence. Let us there- 
fore maintain the ſtricteſt Watch againſt ſpiritual Pride, or a be- 
ing lifted up with extraordinary * and Comforts, and 
high Favours of Heaven, that any of us may have received. We 
had need, after ſuch Favours, in a ſpecial Manner to keep a ſtrict 
and jealous Eye upon our own Hearts, left there ſhould ariſe 
g Sclf-exalting Reflections upon what we have received, and higli 
hall Thoughts of ourſelyes as being now ſome of the moſt eminent 
art f Saints and peculiar Favourites of Heaven, and that the Secret 
of the Lord is eſpecially with us, and that we above all are fit 
em: to be improyedasthe great Inſtructors and Cenſors of this evil 
| Generation; and, in an high Conceit of our own Wiſdom and 
Diſcerning, ſhould as it were naturally aſſume to ourſelves the 
Airs of rophets; or extraordinary Ambaſſadors of Heaven. 
whe: When we have great Diſcoveries of God made to our Souls, we 
hey ſhould not ſhine bright in our own Eyes, Moſes when he had 
Jo been converſing with God in the Mount, tho! his Face ſhone fo 
as to dazzle the Eyes of Aaron and the People, yet he did not 
no] ſhine in his own Eyes, he w3/t not that his Face ſhone. Let none 
think themſelves out of Danger of this ſpititua Pride, even in 
their beſt Frames. God faw that the Apoſtle Paul (tho pro- 
bably the moſt eminent Saint that ever lived) was not out of 
e the [Danger of it, no, not when he had juft been converfing with 
d are God in the third Heaven: See 2 Cor: Xii. J. Pride is the worſt 
o gi Viper that. is in the Heart; it is the firſt Sin that ever entred in- 
duct, Ito the Univerſe, and it lies loweſt of all in the Foundation of 
ve.Oc- the whole Building of Sin, and is the moſt ſecret, deceitful and 
le was unſearchable, in its Ways of working, of any Luſt whatſoever : 
TheWr'is ready to mix with every Thing; and: nothing is ſo hateful 
e and o God, and contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel, or of ſo dan- 
aviout Þerous' Conſequence; and there is no one Sin that does ſo much 
was & et in the Devil into the Hearts of the Saints, and expoſe them 
hing to to his Deluſions. Thave ſeen it in many Inſtances, and that in 
rpents, minent Saints. The Devil has come in at this Door preſently 
hat WERFrer ſome eminent Experience and extraordinary Communion 
dently.lvith God, and has wofully deluded and led them aſtray, till 
ll eſpe-· Pod has mercifully opened their Eyes, and delivered them; and 
nph, Ulthey themſelves have afterwards been made ſenſible that it was 
ad mi- nde that betrayed them. n. 1 
oſe and Some of the true Friends of the Work of God's Spirit have 
We — red in giving too much Heed 4% knpulſes and ftrong I. ons 
need”: | on 
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14 | on their Minds, as tho' they were immediate Significations from 
Wil Heaven to them, of ſomething that ſhould come to paſs, or 
1 | ſomething that it was the Mind and Will of God that they 
0 ſhould do, which was not ſignified or revealed any where in the 
Bible without thoſe Impulſes. Theſe Impreſſions, if they are 
truly from the Spirit of God, are of a quite different Nature 
| from the gracious Influences of the Spirit of God on the Hearts 
if of the Saints; they are of the Nature of the extraordinary Gifts 
1 of the Spirit, and are properly T ſuch as the Prophets 
and Apoſtles and others had of old, which the Apoſtle diſtingui- 
| ſhes from the Grace of the Spirit, in the 13th Chapter of 

| the firſt of Corinthians. 8 C 
One Reaſon why ſome have been ready to lay Weight on b 
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fuch Impulſes, is an Opinion they have had, That the Glory of 
the approaching happy Days of the Church would partly con- tl 
fiſt- in reſtoring thoſe extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit: Which 
Opinion I believe ariſes partly through want of duly confider- 
ing and comparing the Nature and Value of thoſe two Kinds 
of Influences of the Spirit, viz. his ordinary. gracious Influen- 
ces, and his extraordinary Influences in Inſpiration and mira- 
culous Gifts. The former are by far the moſt excellent and 
r as the Apoſtle largely ſhews in the firſt of Corinthians, 
beginning with the 31ſt Verſe of the 12th Chapter, ſpeaking of the 4 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, he ſays, But covet earneſtly th th 
beſt Gifts; and yet I ſhew you a more excellent Way. i. e. N 
more excellent Way of the Influence of the Spirit. And the 
he goes on, in the next Chapter, to ſhew what that more ex 
cellent Way is, even that. which is in the Grace of the Spirit 
which ſummarily conſiſts in Charity, or Divine Love. And 
throughout that Chapter he ſhews the great Preference of tha 
above Inſpiration. God communicates himſelf in his own N⸗ 
ture, more to the Soul in faving Grace in the Heart, than infjanc 
1 all miraculous Gifts; The bleſſed Image of God conſiſts in that Par 
5 and not in theſe: The Excellency, Happineſs and Glory « 
Mill the Soul, does immediately conſiſt in that, and not in thoſe}. 
Wt | That is a Root that bears infinitely more excellent Fruit; Salſche 
Wil! vation and the eternal Enjoyment of God is promiſed to Diving?!» 
Grace, but not to Inſpiration: A Man may have thoſe extraoifthe; 
dinary Gifts, and yet be abominable to God, and go to Hellſiitin 
The ſpiritual and eternal Life of the Soul don't conſiſt: in thy 
"8 extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, but the Grace of the Spirit{Pf « 
"Wh | This, and not thoſe, is that Influence of the Spirit of God, whic ſt C 
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God beftows only on his Favourites and dear Children: He habe 
ſometimes thrown out the other to Dogs and Swine, as he diChu 
40 Balaam,. Saul and Jadas; and ſome that in the Primitiſfnir⸗ 
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rom Times of the Chriſtian Church committed the unpardonable Sin, 
, or as Heb: vi. Many wicked Men at the Day of Judgment will 
hey il plead, Have we not propheſied in thy Name, and in thy Name 
the eaſt out Devils, and in thy Name done many wonderful Works? The 
are greateſt Privilege of the Prophets and Apoſtles was not their 
ture ing inſpired and working Miracles, but their eminent Holi- 
earts © neſs. The Grace that was in their Hearts was a thouſand Times 
Gifts more their Dignity and Honour than their miraculous Gifts. 
phets The Things that we find David comforting himſelf in, in the 
ngui- Book of Pſalms, are not his being a King, or a Prophet, but the 
er of holy Influences of the Spirit of God in his Heart, communicat- 
ing to him Divine Light, Love and Joy. The Apoſtle Paul a- 
nt on © bounded in Viſions and Revelations, and miraculous Gifts, above 
ry of all the Apoſtles; but yet he eſteems all Things but Loſs for 
con- the Excellency of the ſpiritual Knowledge of Chriſt. It was 
Vhich not the Gifts, but the Grace, of the Apoſtles that was the proper 
ſider- Evidence of their Names being written in Heaven, which Chrift 
Kinds] directs them to rejoice in, much more than. in the Devil's being 
fluen· fubjetto them. To have Grace in the Heart is an higher Privi- 
mira- lege than the bleſſed Virgin herſelf had, in having the Body of 
t and} the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity conceived in her Womb, by the 
hians, Power of the Higheſt overſhadowing her, Luke xi. 27, 28. 
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And it came to paſs as he ſpake theſe Things, a certain Woman of 
the Company lift up her Voice, and ſaid unto him, Bleſſed is the 
Womb that hare thee, and the Papes that thou haſt ſucked ! But 
he ſaid, Yea, rather bleſſed are they that hear the Word of God, 
and keep it. See alſo, to the ſame Purpoſe, Matt. xii. 47, c. 
The Influence of the Holy Spirit, or Divine Charity in the 
Heart, is the very greateſt Privilege and Glory of the higheſt 
of thaftArchangel in Heaven; yea, this is the very Thing by which 
vn Nal che Creature has Fellowſhip with God himſelf, with the Father 
than in and the Son, in their Beauty and Happineſs, and are made 
in chat Partakers of the Divine Nature, and have Chriſt's Joy fulfill'd 
lory off themſelves. Kee 

\ thoſe] The ordinary ſanctifying Influences of the Spirit of God are 
it; Salſche End of all extraordinary Gifts, as the Apoſtle ſnews, Eph. iv. 
 Diving37s 12, 13. They are good for nothing, any further than as 
extraollthey are ſubordinate to this End; they will be ſo far from pro- 
o Hellfſfiting any without it, that they will only aggravate their Mi- 
ſt in thlery. This is, as the Apoſtle obſerves, the moſt excellent Way 
e Spirit df. God's communicating his Spirit to his Church; tis the great- 
d, whidF{t Glory of the Church in all Ages. This Glory is what makes 
He hihe State of the Church on Earth moſt like the State of the 


s he Church in Heaven, where Prophecy and Tongues, and other 
rimitiiniraculous Gifts ceaſe, and * vaniſhed away, and God com- 
Tim 2 8 


mani 
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municates his. Spirit only in that more excellent, Way that the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, viz. Charity, or Divine Love, which never 
faileth. Therefore the Glory of the approaching happy State 
of the Church don't at all require theſe extraordinary Gifts. As, 
char State of the Church will be the ncareſt of any to its per- Wot . 
fect State in Heaven, ſo I believe it will be like it in this, that 
all extraordinary Gifts ſhall have ceaſed and vaniſhed away; and WW: 
all thoſe Stars and Moon, with the reflected 5 8 they gaye in cre: 
the Night, or a more dark Seaſon, ſhall be ſwallowed up in thę n! 
Sun of Divine Love, The Apoſtle ſpeaks of thoſe Gifts of In- Wh 
1 800 as childiſn Things, in compariſon of the Inſſuence of . 
e Spirit in Divine Love; Things given to Me — BE | 
to ſupport it in its Minority, till the Church ſhould haue a com. 
pleat ſtanding Rule eſtablithed, and all the ordinary Means of 
Grace:ſhould be ſettled; but as Things that ſhould ceaſe as the Far 
Church advanced above its childiſh State, and ſhould: entirely ng 
vaniſh when the Church ſhould come to the State of Manhovd; ng 
which will be, in the approaching glorious Times, above any, La 
other State of the Church on Earth, 1 Cor. xiii. 1 1. When I 
was 4 Child, 1. 85 as a Child; I underſtood as a Child, I 
thought as 4 Child: But when I became a Man, I put away 
childiſh-Thmgs ; Compared with the three preceeding Verſes-. 
When the Apoſtle in this Chapter ſpeaks of Prophecies, 
Tongues and Revelations ceaſing and vaniſhing away in the 
Church, when. the Chriſtian Church ſhould be adyanced-from 
a State of Minority to a State of Manhood, he ſeems to have 
eſpect to its coming to an adult State, in this World as well 
as in Heaven; for he ſpeaks of ſuch an adult State, or State of 
Manhood, wherein thoſe three Things, Faith, Hope, and Cha: 
rity, ſhould. ab ide or remain after Miracles and Revelations had 
Ceaſed z as yqu may ſee in the laſt Verſe, And now abideti] fail 
(mere, remameth) Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three. The: A- 
poſtle's Manner of ſpeaking. here ſnews an evident Reference ot 
to what he had juſt been faying before; and here is a manifeſt fd 
Antitheſis between that remaining ſpoken of here, and that fail- 
ing, ceaſing, and vaniſhing away, ſpoken of in the 8th Verſe, 
The Apoſtle had been ſhewing how that all thoſe Gifts of In- ie 
ſpiration, that were the Leading- ſtrings of the Chriſtian Church Ft 
an its Infancy, ſhould vaniſh away when the Church came to 
a State of · Manhood; and when he has done, then he returns fur 
to obſerve ms Things remain after thoſe had failed and ceaſ - Hir 
ed; and he obſerves that thoſe three Things ſhall remain in the pul. 
Church, Faith, Hope, and Charity: And therefore the adult 
State of the Church he ſpeaks of, is the more perfect State whichfthe: 
it ſhall arrive at in this World, which will be above al in wh 
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the glorious State it ſhall .be, brought to in the: latter Ages of che 
ver. World, : And this was the more properly obſerved to the Church 
ate ef the Corinthians, upon two Accounts; becauſe the Apoſtle 
As mad before obſerved: to that. Church that they were ina State 
er- Mot Infancy, Chap. iii. 11 2. and becauſe. that Church ſeems 
chat Hbove all others to have, abounded with miraculous Gifts. 
and When, i State of the Church comes, the In- 
ein ceaſe of Light ſhall be ſo great, that it will in ſome Reſpect 


the anßwer. what is faid, Fer. 12. of ſeeing Face 20, Face. Ste Iſa. 
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of MI. Therefore I don't expect a Reſtoration, of theſe) miraculous 
aly Pitts in the approgching glorious Times of the Church, nor du 
om defire it: It appears to me that it would add; nothing to the 
s of Glory. of thoſe Times, but rather diminiſh from it. For my 
s the Part, I had rather enjoy the ſweet Influences of the Spirit, ſhews 
rely. Ing Chriſt's Spiritual Divine Beauty, and infinite Grace, and dy- 
bd; IE ic weinend the holy Exereiſes of Faith, and Divine 
any, Lave, and ſweet Complacence, and humble Joy in God, one 
„en 1 Quarter of an Hour, than to have Prophetical Viſions and Re- 
d, I velations for a whole Year. It appears to me much more pro- 
-vay hable that God ſhould give immediate Revelations to his Saints 
es. in the dark Times of Popery, than now in the Approach of 
cies, the moſt glorious and perfect State: of his Church on Earth. 
+ the lt dont appear to me that there is any Need of thoſe extraor- 
from dinary Gifts, to introduce this happy State, and ſet up the 
have Ringdom of God through the World; I have ſeen fo much of 
well che Power of Godin a mere excellent Way, as to convince me 
te of that; God can eafily. do it without. 
Cha: ; would therefore intreat the People of God to be very au- 
s had tous howy they give heed to ſuch Things. I have ſeen then 
jdeth fail in very many Inſtances; and now by. Experience, that 
ne A- ngreſſons being, made with great Power, and upon the Minds 
rence of true Saints, yea, eminent Saints, and preſently aſter, ea, in 
nifeſt e midſt of, extraordinary Exerciſes of Grace, and ſweet Com- 


t fail- urdier with God, and attended wich Texts of Scriptureſtrong - 
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1 Learning. They that fay, Human Learning is of little 
ör no Uſe in the Work of the Miniſtry, don't conſider what 
they fay; if they did, they would not ſay it. By human Lear- 
ning I mean, and ſuppoſe others mean, that Improvement of that 
common Knowledge which Men have, by human and outward 
Means. And therefore to ſay that human Learning is of no 
Uſe, is as much as to ſay that the Education of a Child, or that 
the common Knowledge that a grown Man has, more than a 
little Child, is of no Uſe; and ſo that a Child of four Years 
old is as fit for a Teacher in the Church of God, with the fame 
Degree of Grace, and capable of doing as much to advance the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, by his Inſtruction, as a very underſtanding 
knowing Man of thirty Vears of Age. If adult Perſons have 
greater Ability and Advantage to do Service, becauſe they have 
more human Knowledge than a little Child, then doubtleſs if 
they have more human Knowledge, ftill with the ſame Degree 
of Grace, they would have ſtill greater Ability and Advantage 
to do Service. An Increaſe of Knowledge, without doubt, in- 
ereaſes a Man's Advantage either to do Good or Hurt, according 
as he is diſpoſed. Tis too manifeſt to be denied, that God made 
* Uſe of human Learning in the Apoſtle Paul, as he alſo 
did in Moſes and Solomownmn. = 
And if Knowledge, obtained by human Means, is not to be ſii. 
deſpiſed, then it will follow that the Means of obtaining it are 
not to be neglected, vix. Study; and that this is of great Uſe 
in order to a Preparation for a publick inſtructing others. And 
tho undoubtedly an having the Heart full of the powerful In- 
fluences of the Grit of God, may at ſome Times enable Per- 
ons to ſpeak profitably, yea, very excellently, without Study; 
et this will not warrant us needleſly to caſt ourſelves down 
om the Pinnacle of the Temple, depending upon it that the 
Angel of the Lord will bear us up, and keep us from daſhingfBu 
our. Foot againſt a Stone, when there is another Way to. goſh bid 
down, tho' it be not fo quick. And I would pray that Method un; 
in publick Diſcourſes, which tends greatly to help both the Un-J Th 
derſtanding and Memory, may not be wholly neglected. He. 
And another Thing 1 would beg the dear Children of God diſ 
more fully to conſider of, is; How far, and upon what Grounds, f the 
the Rules of the holy Scriptures will truly juſtify their paſſing] ſep 
Cenfures upon others that are profeſſing Chriſtians, as Hypo- Da 
erites, and ignorant of any Thing of real Religion. We all En 
- know that there is a Judging and Cenſuring of ſome Sort or other, f tak 
that the Scripture very often and very ſtrictly forbids. I de- wh 
ſire that thoſe Rules of Scripture may be looked into, and] an- 
thorowly weighed; and that it may be conſidered whether or tin 
i ; a not 
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o a taking it upon us to diſcern the States of the Souls of others, 
nd to paſs Sentence upon them as wicked Men, that are pro- 
effing Chriſtians, and of a good viſible Converſation, be not 
cally forbidden by Chriſt in the New Teſtament : If it be, then 


Houbtleſs the Diſciples of Chriſt ought to avoid it, however ſuf- 


icient they may think themſelves for it; or however needful, 
pr of good Tendency, they may think it. Tis plain that chat 
zort of Judging is forbidden, that God claims as his Preroga- 
ve, Whatever that be. We know that there. is a certain Judg- 
ng of the Hearts of the Children of Men, that is often ſpoken 


f as the great Prerogative of God, and which belongs only to 


im; as in 1 Kings viii. 39. Forgive, and do, and give to every 
an according to his Ways, whoſe Heart thou knoweſt : For thou, 
ven thou only, knoweſt the Hearts of all the Children of Men. 
md, if we examine, we ſhall find tlrat that Judging of Hearts, 
hat is ſpoken of as God's Prerogative, is not only the Judging 
of the Aims and Diſpoſition of Mens Hearts in particular Acti- 
ons, but chiefly a Judging the State of the Hearts of the Pro- 


feſſors of Religion, with regard to that Profeſſion. This will 


ppear very manifeſt, by looking over the following Scriptures; 
Chron. xxviii. 9. Pſal. Vii. 9, 10, 11. Pſal. xxvi. throughout. 
Prov.” Xvi. 2. and xvii. 3. and xxi. 2. Job ii. 23, 24, 25. Rev. 
11. 22, 23. That Sort of Judging, which is God's proper Buſi- 
neſs, is forbidden, as Rom. xiv. 4. Who art thou that judges 
another Man's Servant? to his own Maſter he. ftandeth or fal- 
leth. Jam. iv. 12. There is one Lawgiver that is able to ſave 
and to deſtroy; Who art thou that judgeſt another? 1 Cor. iv. 
3, 4. But with me it is 4 very ſmall Thing, that I ſhould be 
udged of you, or of Man's Judgment; yea, I judge not mino 
own ſelf; but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 2 
Again, Whatſoever kind of Judging is the proper Work and 
Buſineſs of the Day of Judgment, is a Judging that we are for- 
bidden, as in 1 Cor. iv. 5. Therefore judge nothing before the Time, 
until the Lord come, who both will bring to Light the hidden 
Things of Darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the Counſels of the 
Hearts; and then ſhall every Man have Praiſe of God. But to 
diſtinguiſh Hypocrites, that have the Form of Godlineſs, and 
the viſible Converſation of godly Men, from true Saints; to 
ſeparate the Sheep from Goats, is the proper Buſineſs of the 
Day of Judgment; yea, is repreſented as the main Buſineſs and 
End of that great Day. They therefore do greatly err, that 
take it upon them poſitively to determine who arefincere, and 
who not; and to draw the dividing Line between true Saints 
and Hypocrites ; and to ſeparate between Sheep and Goats, ſet- 
ting the one on the Right and the other: on the Left; Ab 
1 | | ? in 
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diſtinguiſn and gather out the Tares from amongſt the Wheat 
Many of the Servants of the Owner of the Field are very re 
dytothink themſelves ſufficient for this, and are forward tl 
offer their Service to this End; but theit Lord fays, Nay, lef 
white'ge gather up the Tares, qe root up the Wheat alſo: Let bot 
grow-together until the Harveſt; and in the Tims of the Harveſ 
Twꝛill take care to ſee a thorow Separatior made; as Mar. xiii. 


28, 20, 30. agreeably to chat foremention'd Prohibition of the Ch 
Apoſtle,” 1 Cor. iv. 5. Fudge nothing before the Time. In this Pax 


able, by the Servants that have the Care of tlie Fruit of the 
Field, is doubtleſs meant the ſame with the Servants that RWI“ 
the Gare of the Fruit of the Vineyard; Tule xx. and thoſe tha 5 
are elſe where repreſented as Servants of the Lord of the Har 
veſt; that are appointed as Labourers in his Harveſt,» which we 
know are-Miniſters of the Goſpel: Now. that Parable, in them 
i3th of Matthew is fulfilled; While — during chat longh © 
fleepy, dead Time that has been in the Church) the!Eneray- hai 
owed Tares; and now is the Time hen the Blade is ſprung 5 
d Religion is reviving: Now ſome of the Servants that havt 
the Care of the Field, ſay, Let us go and gather up the Tares.— 
T know by Experience that there is a great Aptneſs in Men 
that think: they have had ſome Experience of the Powerof Rea 
ligion, to think themſelves ſufficient to diſeerſi and determine 
the State of others Souls, by a little Converſation with them 
and Experience has taught me that tis an Error. I once did 
not imagine that the Heart of. Man had been ſo unſearchable 2 
I find it is. I am leis charitable, and leſs uncharitable, “ than 
once I was. I find more Things in wicked Men that may coun 
terfeit and make a fair Shew of Piety, and more Ways tha 
the remaining Corruption of the Godly may make them appeai 
ke cafnal Men, Formaliſts, and dead Hypoerites, than once [ 
knew of. The longer I live, the leſs I wonder that God chal 
lenges it as his Prerogative to try the Hearts of the Children of 
Men, and has directed that this Buſinefs ſhould be let alone til 
the Harveſt. I find that God is wifer than Men. I defire te 
adore the Wiſdom of God, and his Geodneſs to me and my 
Fellow- creatures, that he has not committed this great Buſineſ 
into the Hands of ſuch poor, weak, dim-ſighted a Cxeature as 
I am; of ſo much Blindneſs, Pride, Partiality, Prejudice, and 
Deceitfulneſs of Heart; but has committed it into the Hands 
of One infinitely fitter for it, and has made it his Prerogativeſ 
The Talk of ſome Perſons, ' and the Account they give o 
their Experiences, is exceeding ſatisfying, and ſuch as ' forbid: 
and baniſhes the leaſt Thought of their being any other thailf” 
the precious Children of - God -;- it- obliges, and, as it Were f 
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forces full Charity : But yet we muſt allow the Scriptures to 
ſtand good, that ſpeak of every Tun in the Saint, that belongs 
to the Spiritual and Divine Life, as hidden. Their Life is ſaid 
to be hidden, Col. iii. 3, 4. Their Food is the hidden Manna; 
they have Meat to eat that others know not f; a Stranger in- 
 termeddles not with their Joys. The Heart, in which they poſſeſs 
their Divine diſtinguiſhing Ornaments, is the hidden Man, and 
in the Sight of God only, 1 Pet. iii. 4. Their new Name, that 
"Y Chriſt has given them, o Man knows but he that receives it, 
Rev. ii. 17. The Praiſe of the true Iſraelites, whoſe Circumci- 
on is that of the Heart, is not of Men, but of God, Rom. ii. 29. 
hat is, they can be certainly known and diſcerned to be ,. 
aelites, ſo as to have the Honour that belongs to ſuch, only 
„of God; as appears by the Uſe of the like Expreſſion by the 
fame Apoſtle, x Cor. iv. 5. ſpeaking there of its being God's Pre- 
Fogative to judge who are upright Chriſtians, and that which 
he will do at the Day of Judgment; he adds, and then ſhalb 
very Man haue Praiſe of God. . . 
The Inſtance of Judas is remarkable, who, tho' he og 
"cen ſo much amongſt the reſt of the Diſciples Who were a 
en Ferſons of true Experience, yet never ſeem' d to have enter. 
K Re aned a Thought of his bang any other than à true Diſciple, 
mine il, he diſcovered himſelf by his ſcandalous Practice. 
bel And the Inſtance of Ahithophel is alſo very remarkable; 
e did hom David did not diſcern, tho he was ſo wiſe-and holy a 
bie 2 lan, a Perſon of ſuch great Experience, and ſo great a Divine, 
A ta nd had ſuch great Acquaintance with the Scriptures, and knew | 

row Pere than, all his Teachers, and more than the Ancients ; and 
— tha ras grown old in Experience, and was in the greateſt Ripeneſs 
ib wo f his Judgment, and was a great Prophet: And, tho' he was 
WPÞ intimately acquainted with Ahithophel, he being his familiar 
** N riend, and moſt intimate Companion in religious and ſpiritual 
ren oencerns; 1 not only never diicovered him to be an 
ne ill pocrite, but relied upon him as a true Saint, thought he re- 
gare te ed and felt his religious Diſcourſe, it was ſweet to him, and 
ad mile counted him an eminent Saint; ſo that he made him above 
fine? other Man his Guide and Counſellor in Sou-matters ; But 
türe aer he was not only no Saint, but a notoriouſſy wicked Man, 
e. andl murderous vile Wretch, Pſal. IV. 11, 12, 13, 14. Wickedneſs 1s 
Handl the Midſt thereof; Deceit and Guile depart not from her Streets: 
ativell? it was not an open Enemy that reproached me, then I could 
ati“ | eve born it ; neither was it he that hated me, that did magni- 
Nj himſelf againſt me, then I would have hid myſelf from him: 
Jt it was thou, a Man, mine Equal, my Guide, and es Ac- 
eee ee, 


* 
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uaintance: We took ſweet Counſel, together, and walked unts 
"he Houſe of God in Company. „ ek 
To ſuppoſe that Men have Ability and Right to determine the 
State of the Souls of viſible Chriſtians, and ſo to make an open 7 
'Separation between Saints and Hypocrites, that true Saints may 
be of one viſible Company, and Hypocrites of another, ſepa- ;, 
rated by a Partition that Men make, carries in it an Inconſiſten- 4 
cy; for it ſuppoſes that God has given Men Power to make 
another viſible Church within his viſible Church: For by viſi- it 
ble Chriſtians, or thoſe that are of God's viſible Church, can be 
underſtood nothing elſe than that Company chat are Chriſtians 
or Saints viſibly ſo, i. e. that have a Right to be received as - 
ſuch in the Eye of a publick Charity. None can have Right to Hy 
exclude any one of this vifible Church, but in the Way of that 
regular Ecclefiaſtical Proceeding which God has eſtabliſhed in his 3 
vitible Church. eee REED | IF 
9 beg of thoſe that have a true Zeal for promoting this Work > 
of God, that God has begun in the Land, well to conſider theſe P ] 
Things. I. am perſwaded, that as many of them as have much 1 
to do with Souls, if they don't hearken to me now, yet wil 
be of the ſame Mind when they have had more Experience. th 
And another Thing that I would intreat the zealous Friend 
of this glorious Work of God to avoid, is managing the Con 
troverſy with 1 too much Heat, and Appearance 
of an angry Zeal; and particularly inſiſting very much in pu xj 
blick Prayer and Preaching on the Perſecution of Oppoſers. I 
their Perſecution were Ten Times fo great as it is, methinks iN ; 
would not be beſt to ſay ſo much about it. It becomes Chri 
ſtians to be like Lambs, not to be apt to complain and cry wher 
25 are hurt; to be dumb, and not open their Mouth, after the 
Example of our dear Redeemer; and not to be like Swine, that 
re apt to ſcream aloud when they are touch d. We ſhould no 
1 | De ready preſently to think and ſpeak of Fire from Heave 
I | | 8 when the Samaritans oppoſe us, and wont receive us into thei 555 
Villages. God's zealous Miniſters would do well to think of th” 
Direction the Apoſtle Paul gave to a zealous Miniſter, 2 Tim. ii 
24, 25, 26. And the Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; but | 
gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, patient, in Meekneſs inſtructin 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; if God peradventure will grue the 
Repentance to the acknowledgin of the Truth: And that th 
may recover themſelves out of 4. Snare of the Devil, who a 
taken Captive by him at his Will. Ns 
And another Thing that I would humbly recommend to thol .- 
that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and would advance his King 
dom, is a good Attendance to that excellent Rule of Prudeng]. 
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Chriſt has left us, Aarth. ix. 16, 17. No Man putteth a Piece of 
new Cloth unto an old Garment; for that which is put in to fill 
it up, taketh” from the Garment, and the Rent is made worſe. 
Neither do Men put new Wine into old Bottles ; elſe the Bottles 
break, and the Wine runneth out, and the Bottles periſh : But 
they put new Wipe into new Bottles, and both are. preſerved, I 
am afraid that the Wine is now running out in ſome Parts of 
this Land, for want of attending to this Rule. For tho' I be- 
lieve we have confined ourſelves too much to a certain ſtated 
Method and Form in the Management of our religious Affairs, 
which has had a Tendency to cauſe all our Religion to degenerate 
into mere Formality; yet whatſoever has the Appearance of a 
= Innovation, that tends much to ſhock and ſurpriſe Peoples 
inds, and to ſet them a talking and diſputing, tends greatly to 
binder the Progreſs of the Power of Religion, by raiſing the Op- 
poſition of ſome, and diverting the Minds of others, and per- 
plexing the Minds of many with Doubts and Scruples, and cau- 
ling People to ſwerve from their great Buſineſs, and turn aſide 
to vain Jangling. Therefore, that which is very much beſide 
the common Practice, unleſs it be a Thing in its own Nature 
of conſiderable Importance, had better be avoided. Herein 
we ſhall follow the Example of one who had the greateſt Suc- 
ceſs. in propagating the Power of — 7 in the World of any 
Man that ever lived, that he himſelf gives us an Account of, 
I Cor. ix. 20, 21, 22, 23. Unto the Jews I became as a Jeu, that 
1 might gain the Jews : To them that are under the Law, as un- 
der the Law, that I might gain them that are under the Law : 
To them that are without Law (being not without Law to God, 
but under Law to Chriſt) that I might gain them that are with- 
out Law : To the Weak, became I as weak, that I might gain the 
Weak : I am made all Things to all Men, that I might by all 
Means ſave ſome. And this I do for the Goſpel's Sake, that I 


might be Partaker thereof with you. 
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LETTERS 


FROM 


NEW-ENGLAND, 


Confirming the Truth of a great and conſpi icu- 
ous ae r of God « on n the Souls of Men fl t ere. 


— 


4 FAT S% F 


EXTRACTS out of un 77 EEK] 8 if the 
Kev. Dr. B. Colman. 


To the Rev. Dr. Watts i in London, - 


7 9 elt 0; 8 lt, 10 Daus, bY ati 1741. | 


HA NKsS be to God, in our Province, the Impreſſions Deg! 
of Religion grow and increaſe in a happy, wiſe, ſedate 
| Manner, ſuch as gives a joyous. Proſpect. relating to the 

„ ert. en that our young Ones will be wiſe, : 

rave, devout P arents to their Children. I know not enoughW/o; 

w to admire the pleaſant gracious Work of God; our Lectures 
flouriſh, our Sabbaths are joyous, our Churches increaſe, our 

Miniſters have new Life and Spirit in their Work. 

\ Marvellous have the Impreſſions of God been this laſt Vear in 

the County of Hampſhire, and under the Miniſtry of Mr. Ed. 

wards; and marvellous at Lyme, Hartford, New-London, and 

Neu-Haven: But Tares and Diviſions have alſo ä up in 

ſome of theſe Places, ec, | Rev 


47070774710 
In another Letter, November 23d 1741. 


HE Work of Conviction and Humiliation, of Conſola- agn 
tion and ſurpriſing Joy, with abiding Peace and Holi- 
neſs, is going on in many Parts of New-England, We Re 

have ſeen little of the Extremes or ſuppoſed Blemulhes of this rene 
rk 
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ork in z. on, but m A, of the bleſſed Fruits of it have fal- 
n to our Share. Go $45, JypLew to us in à more ſoft and 
m Wind; and we: have: neither had thoſe Outcries and Faint. 
gs in our Aſſemblies 775 Ponte: cs e the Worſhip in 
any Places; nor yet, thoſe Manifeftations of Joy inexpretibley 
uy RI fl = 800 our Eaſtern Parts. Vou will be able to 
age of our; Fre State by the incloſed Prints, far better 
jan by any hing T can Write. 
Diyifians: in ſome Gongregations have been a ſuppoſed Cauſo 
their experiencing next to. nothing of theſe. gracious Inflys 
Us ces, whi which haye ie Aled other. Churches with Joy, and happy 
re, ditions... 
I wo Id rejaice with trembling, left we enter into- e 
— emptation; and beg your Prayers (and your deax Brethrens, 
__ WE eng for EY . 40 onduct en — 


Another Letter from the me Hand. 


Rev. and Dear SIR, 10 5 
Have given you in late Letters ſome 8 of the Work 
of God. in divers/Parts of our Country, but che incloſed 
dedimen from Lyme is one of the moſt remarkable; to which 
0 pd give a wen en and 1 which you may Judge 
{t it. b 


f 7 


wile, Your moſt afetionate 0 
2ugh jon * 8h, 1 | 

tures e cg \ Bx. Cor wn, 
our „ a ods ed | 


* 
0 the Rev. Dr. Benjamin Colman, in Boſton, 


| - owe, Decem. r6th, 1747. 

Kew: * Honoured. 8 7 R, / 
Muſt beg your Excuſe for my long Silence, eſpecially now 
I have had Matter enough to write, and, that which, is 
eater Argument of Praiſe to God, -andRefreſhing to you i 
dur old Age, than ever I had in my Life. I think Dufy to 
od, and Service to the Souls of Men, has ſo employed all the 
-Wagments of my Time, that — 2 Duty to you, Honqured Sir, 
Hol- Iz ſuperſeded thereby, tho my Inclination to ſound the Praiſes 
Redeeming Love, and to be an Inſtrument of renewing your 


ength, if it might pleaſe God, has been ſtronger than way 
y 


73 LETTERS from New-England, 
In one of my laſt Letters to you, I gave you ſome Hint 
of an hopeful Proſpect of the Revival of Religion among us: 
And as I can't doubt but that you rejoiced in Hope, ſo now | 
truſt, a brief and general Account of. the Return of Zion's Cap 
- tives will be much more joyous, and fill your Mouth with Ar. 
ments of Praiſe to God, for the Triumphs of his Mercy in 
_ Inſtances of Converſion among us, as well as in other 
ACES. : 3 | 
Upon Mr. Tennents Return to Boſton he came through thi 
Place, and preached two Sermons, which ſeemed to quicken 
the Convictions .of ſome, and beat down the falſe Hopes off 
ſeveral others: I have Reaſon to bleſs. the Lord that he ſen 
him for our Help; and indeed, by Enquiry ſince, I find hig 
Labours were bleſſed to give a more general Shake than aj 
peared at the very Time. LE EF SY 85 
On the memorable Fourteenth Day of May laſt, there was 1 
Sermon preached to a conſiderable Auditory in our Meeting 
houſe, when the Preacher was much carried out in-Defirc 
Zeal and Expectation: In the Midſt of this Sermon, the Spiri 
of God fell upon the Aſſembly with great Power, and rod 
forth with Majeſty upon the Word of Truth. In a Minute 
Time the People were ſeemingly as much affected, as if i 
Thouſand Arrows. had been ſhot in amongſt them: The Heat 
of almoſt every Sinner was pricked, and the Children of Go 
greatly affected with Compaſſion towards them. The Arrow 
of Conviction were ſo ſharp, and ſtuck ſo faſt in the Hearliff© 
of many, that they. were forced to cry out aloud with th 
Anguiſh in their Souls. About Fifty or Sixty Perſons, chief 
grown to the Age of Men and Women, were crying out, an 
Eraſing with loud Voices under a Senſe of their Sins, and th.” 
Wrath of God under which they felt themſelves bound dowilife-* 
And, fince that Day, Convictions have been ſtrong, a Warlif 
of Humiliation clear, and many Converſions, according to ti 
{ Judgment I am able to make. The Pariſh is ſmall, cor 
fiſting of about 120 Families; yet, many Days the paſt Sun 
mer, I have had 20, 30, 40, 50, and ſometimes 60 Perſon ch 
under deep Concern with me in one Day, enquiring the Winz, 
to Zion. 4 | | 
..: Some indeed, after all, grieve the Holy Spirit of God, ar 
are apparently become manifold more the Children of 8. 
tan than they were before. Tis very obſervable, that, upc 
ſtifling ſtrong and powerful Convictions, they ſeem to be fille h 
with Malice, and Ill-nature breaks out in much Violence auf. * 
Oppoſition: Yet, whilſt Hell rages, Heaven rejoices; G0 
has his Enemies in Deriſion, and he ſets his King upon his holy H 


” - 


* 
1 


LE TT ERS from New-Englant. ag 
Zion. I cant but ſmile ſometimes to ſee. the Devil overs 
ſhoot himſelf, in employing his buſy faithful Servants againſt 
the Kingdom of the bleſſed Jeſus: His Rage riſes ſo high once 
in a while, to his Shame and Sorrow, as to be an Occaſion of 
advancing, inſtead of pulling down, the Intereſt of Chriſt's 
Kingdom. The Wrath of Man is forced once and again to 
raiſe God; and, I truft, he will ſhortly reſtrain the Remainder 
Fit. 8 
45 hope, ſince the 14th of May laſt, more than 140 Souls are 
ſavingly converted in this Place; and the ſame happy Work 
has been carried on in the neighbouring Pariſhes of the Toyyn, 
Weſpecially one under the Care of the Reverend Mr. Griſwold, 
In a moſt wonderful Manner. The Spirit of God ſeems at 
imes indeed to withdraw his powerful Influences from among 
, ſo general and extraordinary; Yet I can fay, to the Glory 
of rich and ſovereign Grace, that no Week has paſſed for ſome 
ime, but ſome one or more, I believe, have been ſavingly 
onverted. I look upon it as a diſtinguiſhing Favour, . 
he Miniſters, and moſt Perſons of Authority in the Town, are 
ngaged in the Cauſe: God has made Uſe of both, as a Means 


op of carrying on his Work among us, till our Mouth is filled with 
: and aughter, and our Tongue with Singing ; becauſe the Lord hath 
5 if lone ſuch great Things for us and ours, whereof we are glad. 


I have many Times ſeen; the Comforts of God's Children as 
Wxtraordinary as the Terrors of convicted Sinners. Sometimes 
20 or 30 at an Evening Lecture have been ſo filled with the 
Love of Chriſt Jeſus, and the Senſe of God's Love to them, as 
o be quite overcome; and ſeldom has been a Meeting with+ 
put an Inſtance or more of that Nature. Our laſt Sacrament- 
Day, whilſt I was breaking the Bread, near a hundred Perſons 
were melted down in ſuch ſort as my Eyes never ſaw before: 
any whole Pews were almoſt overwhelmed ; ſome from 2 
Senſe of the Majeſty, ſome from a Senſe of the Wiſdom and 
glorious Excellency of the Great God ſrining througs the Man 
hriſt Jeſus, and others from a Senſe of the Dying Love of the 
Redeemer. Never did I ſee ſo much Love, 1o much Pleaſure 
nd Delight, and ſuch an apparent Spirit of Forgiveneſs where 
there had been any unhappy Broils. They could ſcarcely wait 
till the Sacrament was over, without flying into one another's 
rms:. Old Grudges, it ſeem'd to me, ſneak'd out of Doors 


of Pull of Shame and Ignominy. I have no more doubt but that 
. upqlcde great Maſter of the Feaſt was preſent in the Influences of his 
5 Elle Grace and Spirit, and manifeſted himſelf in his Love and Beauty, 


han if I had ſeen him with the Eyes of my Body. . 


. 


LETTERS from New-Zngland. 
Vet, though Chriſt preaches good Tidings to the Meek, bind 
up the Broken-hearted, raiſes the Dead, opens the Eyes of the Blind 
and proclaims the acceptable Year of the Lord, there are ſtill ſon 
that 2 themſelves, and are imbittered with me for eſpouſin 
the Cauſe of Chriſt: But the Lord, who is ſtrong and mighty 
breaks open the Doors, and comes in. with his triumphant vide 
rious Grace, and carries all before him, or breaks them down 
—w be pbk _ f | = 
Many of the Towns round about have been Sharers in theſ 
Bleſſings, as doubtleſs you have been informed. The Rey 
Mr. Adams of New-London has found ſome conſiderable Co 
cern among his People about their Salvation: But there 1s 1 
preſent a dividing Principle which ſeems to get in, and, I feat 
proves a Check to the Good Work. Some Perſons have bee 
pleaſed to ſuſpect my giving Countenance to the Separation 
though indeed I have uſed my Endeavours to prevent it, 4 
far as I thought Prudence would ſuffer me to interpoſe. - 
- T can'tbreak off without telling you, that the Indiuns of thy 
Town, who are about 130 Souls in Number, are many if no 
moſt of them much affected about themſelves, and very de 
firous of Inſtruction in the Knowledge of Chriſt. I have preache 
to them once a Fortnight for ſome Time; and God has ey 
dently manifeſted his Power to them, and his Grace. for the 

even in the Times of my 1 and Exhortations, as we 
as at other Times, and by other Helps. Our Court has allowe 
them a School for half a Year, but none appears yet to do any 
Thing towards ſupporting the Goſpel among them; but, ſeein 
the Lord appears to bieſs it to them moſt graciouſly, I hope he 
will always keep me willing to ſerve him and them in the arduouf 
Truſt, The Concern for their Souls increaſes in me, and in 
them; and, I truſt, about 15 Souls, according to the beſt Judg 
ment I can make, are converted within about five Months 
Thus the Lord brings in the Dear Indians for his Inheritance, and 
makes Light from the Dead break forth in a glorious Manner 
1 am, « b 7 . 5 l LEE ö 
8 1 85 ä Rev. and Honoured SIR, 


Your dutiful Son 
and Obliged Humble Servant, 
Jo v ATR. PARSONS; 
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